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The head of Government, Xavi-
er Espot, admits that the text 
should be renegotiated in the 
event that the member states 
do not accept any of the inclu-
ded articles: «If it were mixed, 
ratification by all the member 
states would be required, and 
if it were not, only ratificati-
on by the council would be re-
quired, which is why I cannot 
detail the date». This was rati-
fied in the debate in the Gene-
ral Council regarding the call 
for a referendum on the Asso-
ciation Agreement with the Eu-
ropean Union, in a session that 
highlighted the lack of clarity 
of the Government regarding 
the process of approving the de-
finitive content of the negotia-
ted text. Despite questions po-
sed by Carine Montaner, presi-
dent of the Andorra Endavant 
parliamentary group, Espot did 
not specify whether the Agree-
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ment would be considered mi-
xed or not, nor what the impli-
cations of this would be for the 
planned calendar.

Espot argued that it would 
not be prudent to set a date 
for the referendum while the 
Council of the European Uni-
on has not validated the text. 
«What we will not do is call it 
until the content is fully amen-
ded and confirmed,» he decla-
red. However, he admitted that, 
in a hypothetical scenario in 
which one of the member sta-
tes decided to renegotiate an ar-
ticle, specific changes could be 
made, a statement that raised 
more doubts about the degree 
of firmness of the agreed docu-
ment.

Along the same lines, Minis-
ter Montaner criticized the Go-
vernment’s lack of definition, 
emphasizing that citizens have 
the right to know clearly what 
the text to be voted on will be 
and when the consultation will 
take place. She also insisted 

that «there is no reason to post-
pone the referendum if the in-
tention is to guarantee citizen 
participation». Espot, on the ot-
her hand, replied that bringing 
forward the referendum wit-
hout having the final validati-
on would be «imprudent» and 
added that his Government do-

CONSELL GENERAL

The head of government, Xavier Espot.

The debate in the General Council leads to 
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es not engage in «fear politics», 
despite accusing the opponents 
of generating alarmism.

The debate took a tense turn 
when Montaner pointed out 
that the Government had used 
artificial intelligence to evalu-
ate certain aspects of the nego-
tiated text, at a cost much hig-
her than that of its own im-
pact study, which is estimated 
at 14,000 euros. Espot replied 
with a comment in which he 
appealed to «natural intelligen-
ce» to suggest that there would 
be no need to debate issues like 
this, considering the president 
of Andorra Endavant, with an 
ironic tone, a distraction in the 
face of the lack of concrete an-
swers about the roadmap. This 
comment generated a palpable 
tension in the debate, even mo-
re so when Espot remarked that 
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«there should be a little natural 
intelligence in this chamber». 
However, he later apologized if 
anyone had been offended, but 
maintained that his interventi-
on was framed in a context of in-
tense debate.

Regarding the guarantees of-
fered by the Agreement, the 
Head of Government reitera-
ted that it had been drawn up 
with the support of the best ad-
visors and that it represented 
the best option for the Principa-
lity. However, he warned that 
rejecting it would entail «ter-
rible consequences» for the co-
untry. Regarding the possibility 
expressed by Espot of making 
specific changes to the negoti-
ated text, this fueled criticism 
from the opposition, which ac-
cused the Government of not 
having approached the nego-
tiation with sufficient rigor or 
transparency.
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«It is absolutely 
irresponsible here to 
make people believe 
that this text can be 
renegotiated again»
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However, Montaner insisted 
that the loss of mechanisms 
such as selective immigration 
could have a negative impact, 
while Espot assured that Andor-
ra does not aspire to be part of 

the Schengen area and that it 
will maintain its current bor-
der controls. Finally, the pre-
sident of the Concòrdia parlia-
mentary group, Cerni Escalé, la-
mented the lack of a complete 

study that endorses the Agree-
ment and accused the Govern-
ment of generating confusion 
among the population. In addi-
tion, he criticized that «it is ab-
solutely irresponsible to come 
here and make people believe 
that this can be renegotiated» 
and warned that «if your theses 
succeed, in 10 years we will all 
regret it». Despite the tense tone 
of the debate, Montaner wanted 
to introduce a touch of humor, 
which helped to relax the at-
mosphere slightly. However, Es-
calé and other members of Con-

còrdia insisted that «what we 
are bringing here are the con-
cerns of the citizens» and reite-
rated their doubts about the fu-
ture implications of the Associ-
ation Agreement with the EU. .
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