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ANNOYANCE FROM LOCAL ESTABLISHMENTS

Pascuet cries out for against the municipality for
not having heard the demand of the neighborhood

The controversy over the location of the park and the lack of municipal response ends with the resignation of the board

PARIS MAMEGHANI
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The one who had been the presi-
dent of the Riberaygua and Tra-
vesseres Merchants Association
until a month ago, Rosa Pascu-
et, has exploded against the cor-
poration of Andorra la Vella af-
ter a controversy that has been
added to that of the numerous
works that these months affect
the aforementioned neighbor-
hood because they completely
block and constrain access and
view to it for all citizens and vi-
sitors who pass by. In this sense,
the unrest among the capital’s
residents began after the Bisca-
riet passage, which connects the
area with the Centre Comercial
Andorra, and therefore with Me-
ritxell Avenue, was subjected to
areform decision tosupport the
set of apartments that are being
built above the passage.

For this reason, the CCA or-
dered the construction of a pu-
blic park with two viewpoints
that would balance the struc-
ture (which is part of its reform
project and ratified by the Mu-
nicipality since 2020), but the
inconvenience for local traders
comes because this implies ins-
talling stairs and an elevator in-
side the passage that will partia-
1ly block pedestrian traffic from
oneside to the other. «I resigned
from my position because I did
not accept that they would car-
ry out this work in a public area
and wherealarge volume of tou-
rists pass and thatitwould com-
pletely overshadow our neigh-
borhood,» Pascuet explained to

COMU D'’ANDORRA LA VELLA

One of the sections that runs into the street of Bonaventura Riberaygua in the capital, Doctor Nequi street.

ROSA PASCUET

FORMER PRESIDENT
OF THE ASSOCIATION

“The only thing these

works create is that the few
tourists who used to come to
Riberaygua no longer do so”
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A discomfort that is also sha-
red by the current leader of the
merchants’ association, Sandra
Martinez, while the former pre-
sident is still part of the board.
It is worth noting that both, as
Pascuet noted today, tried to
convince the capital’s munici-
pality to make «some type of ad-
justmentwith the parkor trans-
fer the location to another ow-
ner» so that it would not have
animpactand damage the Ribe-
raygua area even more, which
«never enjoys consumption or
tourist arrivals». The annoyan-
ceand disappointment thatcau-
sed seeing themerchants’words
notheardled toacompleteresig-
nation from the entity, which is
added to their demand to better

designate the area, «<which they
have never considered either.

Finally, Pascuet briefly revi-
ewed the situation and the he-
alth enjoyed by businesses loca-
ted in the Riberaygua area, emp-
hasizing that the tariff policy of
the President of the United Sta-
tes, Donald Trump, is creating
“a global consumption contain-
ment and a generalized fear in
all consumers that is spreading
everywhere”, now more aggra-
vated than ever with the situati-
on of rupture that he has shown
with what had been his right
hand all this time, Elon Musk.
“People are spending less not
only here but everywhere, since
now they buy a lot online. Tra-
ditional commerce is in its low
hours”, he concluded. @



TOURIST TAXES

The Executive plans to
raise the tourist tax by
50% in high season

The proposal is being worked on with the sector and
could come into force before the next upsurge in tourists

AGENCIES
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The Minister of Tourism and
Commerce, Jordi Torres, con-
firmed this Monday during the
Sant Roma de Vila festival that
the Government is working
on a review of the tourist tax,
with the aim of adapting the
amounts according to the in-
flux of visitors. The proposal,
which is currently being studi-
ed and drafted, contemplates
an increase of up to 50% of the
current amount during peri-
ods of greater occupancy.

“In agreement with the tou-
rism sector, there will be this
possibility of reviewing the
tax”, explained Torres, ad-
ding that they want to prepa-
re a study of the tourist load to
identify the months of greatest
pressure and establish a flexi-
ble system of rates. The aim is
for the price of the tax to adjust

to demand and contribute to
managing tourist flows more
efficiently.

According to the example gi-
ven by the minister, the current
rate for aroom in a five-star ho-
tel, which is three euros, could
increase to 4.50 euros in high
season. “It is a proposal that is
on the table, pending adjust-
ments and a definitive consen-
suswith the sectoraccording to
the country’s tourism develop-
ment”, he pointed out.

Despite the potential impact
on the hotel sector, Torres as-
sured that the proposal has not
been received with particular
concern or enthusiasm, and
highlighted that the applicati-
on ofthe tax, sofar, hasnotcau-
sed any decrease in the influx
of visitors. “It needs to be done
by law”, he remarked.

The Government’s forecast is
to have the regulatory text re-
adyby the end of July to present
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CONSELL GENERAL

Torres confirms that the new proposal is being worked on with the sector and expects the
legislative reform to be approved in the autumn.

Jordi Torres
MINISTER OF TOURISM AND TRADE

"It is a proposal
thatis on the table,
pending adjustments
and a definitive
consensus”

it to the parliamentary groups
and begin processing it. In pa-
rallel, a UN Tourism team will
return to visit the country at
the end of June to work toget-
her on the content of the pro-
posal.

The schedule set by the Exe-
cutive aims for the approval of
thenewlawin theautumn, pre-
ferably between the months of
October and November, with
the aim of coming into force be-
fore the next high season. e
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