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Landry Riba points to nearly 70 new
laws to adapt the text to the EU

The Secretary of State for European Affairs calls for «confidence» in parliamentary management

EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

«After all the planning, only 70 new
laws should be made». This was sta-
ted by Landry Riba, Secretary of Sta-
te for Relations with the European
Union,duringhisappearanceatthe
Legislative Committee on Foreign
Policy. The figure arises from the
analysis of the 3,983 community
acts that Andorra will have to take
over in the event of approval of the
Association Agreementwith theEU.
The process will involve the regu-
latory transposition of part of this
body, butonlya fractionwillend up
generating rank of law legislation.

According to Riba, previous work
has identified that the majority of
the norms will be incorporated th-
rough regulations or within exis-
ting frameworks. «Itisanimportant
challenge, but feasible», he remar-
ked,whiledefending that the Admi-
nistration is prepared.

«We must not show signs of
doubt», he added, convinced that
the technical and legislative team
will know how to deal with the im-
plementation. Otherwise, and in
response to the recent declarations
of Concordiaonanalleged renegoti-
ation of the Agreement.

The legal structure of the Agre-
ement provides for a general fra-
mework for Andorra, San Marino
and Monaco, seven specific proto-
cols for each state and twenty-five
annexes that contain the Commu-
nity legislation to be integrated.
These annexes, once the Agreement
is signed, will establish which Euro-
pean legislation mustbe adapted or
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The Secretary of State for Relations with the European Union, Landry Riba, during the appearance this Monday.

LANDRY RIBA
SECRETARY OF STATE

«The content of the Association
Agreement cannot be
renegotiated; itis aberrant to
state that it can be done»

«The current model
of growth linked to
demographicincrease is not
sustainable in the long term»

transposed into the Andorran legal
system.

Riba explained that the legislati-
on is divided between a historical
componentand adynamicone.The
first has been identified and will
begin to be applied after ratificati-
on, while the second will be mana-
ged progressively through a joint
committee between Andorra and
the EU. The acceptance of the Agre-
ement will also entail a new law on
theresumption ofthe flow,whichis
alreadybeing prepared. Thisregula-
tion will be the legal basis to articu-
lateall thesubsequentimplementa-
tion. “We cannot wait until the day
after the referendum to ask oursel-

vesquestions,” hewarned, referring
totheneed tohaveeverythingready
before ratification.

Regarding the definition of the
calendar, Riba recalled that the pro-
cess continues the usual procedu-
re for EUinternational agreements.
Once the Agreement has been sig-
ned by the 27 member states and
Andorra, a binding referendum
will be called to determine the will
of the citizens. Finally, Riba has ma-
de it clear that the Agreement do-
es not imply a renunciation of sove-
reignty, recalling that the final in-
terpretation of the European norm
corresponds to the Court of Justice
oftheEU.e@
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Concordia maintains its ‘'no’ and
points to a new negotiating scenario

France and the European Union rule out changes to the text, but Concordia maintains the call to renegotiate

) LR RRLAMENTAR

HNSELL GE

Cerni Escalé and Nuria Segués at the press conference this Monday afternoon.

EL PERIODIC
ANDORRALAVELLA

Concordia maintains its oppositi-
on to the current Association Agre-
ement with the European Union
and reiterated this Monday that,
if a referendum were held today,
the group would defend a negati-
vevote. The president of the parlia-
mentary group, Cerni Escalé, reaf-
firmed this position during a press
conference called to clarify the in-
formation released this Monday
about a meeting held at the end

of March at the Elysée Palace, with
the participation of the presidents
of the Concordia parliamentary
group, the head of government
and representatives of the French
Co-Prince.

«As it stands now, the Agree-
mentis negative,» hesaid, adding
that «<when we put the negative
points on the scale, they weigh
more.» For this reason, the presi-
dent of the parliamentary group
noted that «if a referendum were
held today, Concordia would de-
fend anovote.»
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The party considers it necessary
to resume talks with the Europe-
an Union to negotiate a new text,
assuring that “an agreement can
always be reopened if there is poli-
tical will”. In this regard, it has ci-
ted as an example the case of Swit-
zerland, which managed toreopen
negotiations and conclude a new
agreementwithin three years after
aprevious break. Escalé added that
postponing the association process
could offer Andorra an opportu-
nity to focus on internal problems
such as the housing crisis or the re-

CERNI ESCALE
PRESIDENT OF CONCORDIA

«There are many pointsin
the Association Agreement
that we would have
negotiated differently»

NURIA SEGUES
COUNCILOR OF CONCORDIA

«We were asked to keep
the three-way meeting
discreet and we followed
that line»

gulation of foreign investment.

Despite defending the need for
a new negotiating mandate, Esca-
1é has acknowledged that, at pre-
sent, neither France nor the Euro-
pean Union are considering arene-
gotiation of the agreed text. «The
French position is clear: they are
satisfied with the current agree-
ment», he stated, while highligh-
ting that «the French government
considers that a good balance has
been achieved between the parti-
es involved». However, Escalé has
defended that the Government
could, ifit deemed it appropriate,
decline to sign the text and propo-
se anew round of negotiations. Re-
garding the meeting in Paris, the
general counsel of the parliamen-
tary group, Nuria Segués, explai-
ned that it was held at the request
of the French side and that Concor-
dia respected the request to main-
tain it discreetly.®



