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SOCIAL TENSIONS OVER ACCESS TO HOUSING

The Coordinator for Decent Housing
confronts the silence of the Government

The group denounces the increase in evictions and warns of a growing social rift in the country
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The Coordinator for Decent
Housing has once again raised
its voice against what it descri-
bes as «<unsustainable instituti-
onal silence». This Monday eve-
ning, members of the group
unfurled a banner in Plaza del
Consell General with the mes-
sage: «In the face of the Govern-
ment’ssilence, theresponsewill
be forceful».
Thesymbolicaction coincided
with the presentation of the an-
nual report of the Citizen’s Rea-
soner, a document that the Co-
ordinator has described as «bra-
ve, transparent and honest».
According to the group, the re-
port reveals «the risk of a social
rift and the breakdown of soci-
al peace in our country», a sce-
nario that they claim has been
evident for months. During his
speech, Xavier Canada warned
about the evolution of the real
estate market: «<We are in very
post-normal times; at some po-
int, Andorra will have a surplus
of flats. I say this seeing the lar-
genumber that are being built».
After having presented, mo-
re than a month ago, a set of ur-
gent demands, the Coordinator
denounces the inaction of the
Government, which has not yet
offered any concrete response.
«We are receiving cases of com-
panies that may be evicted befo-
re the end of the year», they la-
ment, insisting that «the word

‘urgent’ is not a rhetorical devi-
ce, it has a concrete meaning».
The group accuses the Executive
ofignoring theirrequests and of
acting in a partial manner: «So
far,ithasonlyshown support for
the real estate employers, igno-
ring a group of workers and wor-
king classes that has mobilized
massively». Among the exam-
ples theyciteasevidence of insti-
tutional bias are the withdrawal
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“The rules of the game
are changing. ltisno
longer useful to listen and
promise and then favor
those who dine with you”

of compensation for the ‘child
trap’ or the government’s sup-
port for the APBI’s «star measu-
re» to combat the «dinght» flats.
Regarding the proposal for rent
regulation inspired by the Swiss
model, the Coordinator assures
thatitis analyzing it, but raises
questions: «When will it adapt
to Andorran reality? Will the-
re be real support from parlia-
mentary groups? And from em-
ployers?» With an eye on the fu-
ture, they ask: «Will we get to
2027 with a consensual model?
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Banner hung by the group in the General Council.

And in the meantime, what will
happen to families evicted wit-
hout a decent housing alterna-
tive?»

Another of the major con-
cerns expressed by the group
are theso-called silent evictions,
which often go unnoticed, but
are, they assure, the majority.
They report cases of families ex-

cluded from public housing due
to bureaucratic criteria, arbi-
trary assignments, recommen-
dations to retire by lawyers or
landlords who justify terminati-
on of contracts with hardly cre-
dible excuses. “There are famili-
es who are already looking for a
flat in Organya because they ha-
velost hope,” they say. e



RENEWAL OF THE BOARD

Vicky Marrugat wins Andorran
Red Cross elections
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The winner gets 317

votes, while Estopinan
only 182
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The elections to renew the bo-
ard ofdirectors of the Andorran
Red Cross ended this Tuesday
with avery low turnoutand the
proclamation of Vicky Marru-
gat as the new president of the
entity. According to data provi-
ded by the organization, only
503 people exercised their rig-
ht to vote, a figure that repre-
sents just over 11% of the total
census, made up of 4,100 mem-
bers and 230 volunteers.

Theelection daylasted betwe-
en 10:00 and 18:00 with a dis-
creet rate of participation. By
early afternoon, only 255 votes
had been registered (213 from
members and 42 from volunte-
ers)and, despiteaslightlast-mi-
nuteincrease, the final turnout
showed a strong demobilizati-
on in elections that were pre-
sented as an opportunity to re-
define the future of the institu-
tion.

A snapshot of Tuesday’s voting.

Two candidacies competed
forleadership: that of Alexis Es-
topindn and that of Marrugat
herself, who finally prevailed,
putting an end to an internal
process that sought to renew
the organization’s governing
bodies. According to the offici-
al count, the winner took the
presidency with 317 votes, whi-
le Estopindn had to settle for
the remaining 182. Of the to-
tal of 504 votes, two were con-
sidered invalid and three were
blank.

Now, with the official procla-
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mation scheduled for the gene-
ral assembly held this evening,
Marrugat begins a new stage at
the helm of the Andorran Red
Crosswith clearand immediate
challenges, especially after the
message of disconnection sent
by the low participation and

TOTAL NUMBER OF
PEOPLE CALLED

4,300

Atotal of 4,300 people were
called to the polls, but only 504
turned up.

26-27

Thursday, 15 May 2025
4y el Periodic

the recent events that have oc-
curred in the entity, such as the
dismissal of formerdirectorJor-
di Ferndndez.

Inarecentinterview with this
house, the new president indi-
cated that she wants to review
the functioning internal of the
entity and promote a «<new sta-
ge of cohesion and proximityy»,
both with volunteers and with
members.

Marrugat acknowledged that
there has been a «lack of com-
munication and transparency»
and committed to strengthe-
ning the channels of dialogue
to make the social base feel re-
presented.

One of the first objectives of
the new board, therefore, is to
update thestatutes of theentity
to make them clearer and adap-
ted to the current context.In ad-
dition, Marrugat emphasized
the need to promote a new po-
licy of volunteering, with more
recognition, training and tools
for those who actively collabo-
rate in the projects.

She also pointed out as a prio-
rity the challenge of improving
the capture of resources, diver-
sifying sources offinancing and
seeking strategic alliances with
the private sector, administra-
tions and civil society. In this
sense, the intention is to «repo-
sition» the Red Cross as a key ac-
tor in social and humanitarian
action in the country. e
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