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2024 REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENCE

Reports of sexual abuse of
minors multiply in one year

They go from 8 to 19 cases during 2024, with children between 0 and 10 years old as the most affected

CATARINA KOHLER PACINO
ANDORRALAVELLA

The Department of Childhood
and Adolescence of the Ministry
of Social Affairs presented this
Monday the activity report cor-
responding to 2024. The data
show an overall increase in risk
situations detected, with special
incidence in cases of alleged se-
xual abuse of minors, which ha-
ve gone from 8 to 19 in just one
year.

In total, the Specialized Servi-
ce for Attention to Children and
Adolescence (SEAIA) has atten-
ded to 342 children and adoles-
cents, 0.88% more than in 2023,
and has opened 85 new files,
which represents an increase of
25%. The director of the depart-
ment, Laura Mas, has pointed
out that early detection «allows
for better redirecting risk situa-
tions» and has underlined that
«one in five minors has been a
victim of sexual abuse or will
be», according to data from the
Council of Europe.

The Department has activated
41 protection measures, high-
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LAURA MAS
DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT

“Citizens are more aware
and use the available
channels to alert about
risky situations”

Ester Cervés, Trini Marin and Laura Mas, in the presentation of the balance sheet of the 2024 activity.

cal family, four were referred to
supervised apartments and th-
ree to the CREI, which also cared
for 25 young people during the
year, between the residence and
the day center.

In the area of foster care, 79
children and adolescents were
cared for, with only three new
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foster care cases registered in
2024, all in extended families,
and none in non-extended fami-
lies. In total, 33 minors are cur-
rently in extended families and
six in non-extended families,
with a decrease of 11.36% with
respect to the previous year. The
regulation for specialized foster
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care is in the legal review phase
and is expected to be completed
during 2025.

Finally, regarding adoptions,
two were formalized in 2024, all
of them national. Mas recalled
that this figure is low because
these are situations that requi-
re thewithdrawal of the parent’s

state, which is an unusual oc-
currence. Regarding the situati-
on of children in irregular fami-
ly reunification processes, the

342

The Child and Adolescent Care
Service has attended to 342 cases,
with 85 new files.

lighting 18 referrals to the CRAE
(Residential Center for Educa-
tional Action), nine changes of
custody and five referrals to the
CREI (Residential Center for In-
tensive Education). The CRAE
welcomed 48 minors in 2024,
with 22 new admissions - four of
them referred by police actions-
and 34 professionals on the staff.
In this center, nine children we-
re able to return to their biologi-

Minister of Social Affairs, Tri-
ni Marin, has emphasized that
«<what comes first is the best in-
terest of the minor», and that
«they are given medical attenti-
onwhen necessary, regardless of
the administrative situation». e

The cases of alleged sexual abuse
of minorsrise to 19, more than
double the previous year.
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The Residential Center for
Educational Action welcomed 22
new admissions during 2024.

Only two adoptions were
formalized last year, both of a
national nature.
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Read the full news by
clicking here
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POLICE INVESTIGATION OPEN
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The allegedly kidnapped minor is being
taken into custody at La Gavernera

The police believe that the girl voluntarily got into the man’s vehicle to get drugs

EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The investigation into the alle-
ged kidnapping of a 16-year-old
girl, which occurred on Satur-
day afternoon, remains open.
The director of the Department
of Children, Adolescents and Yo-
uth of the Ministry of Social Af-
fairs, Laura Mas, spoke about
this today, confirming that the
alleged victim is currently being
taken into custody at the juveni-
le center in La Gavernera, as the
minister of the aforementioned
portfolio, Trini Marin, later con-
firmed. In this sense, it is expec-
ted to know which French juve-
nile center she was to be trans-
ferred to, as well as «to receive
more information from the Mi-
nistry of the Interior and Justi-
cen.

Thatiswhy the latestinforma-
tion provided by the Police th-
rough an official statementindi-
cated that the minor had fled on
Saturday morning from a juve-
nile center in France, and later,
had voluntarily gotten into the
vehicle of a 37-year-old man to
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La Gavernera shelter.

The man was arrested
by the Police in Sant
Julia, after the girl
reported that she had
been kidnapped

getdrugs in a nearby town.

He was arrested on Saturday
afternoon in Sant Julia de Lo-
ria, after the girl alerted a wor-
ker at a gas station in Aixovall
who was protesting that she
was being kidnapped. The Poli-
ce intervened immediately and
arrested the driver, a non-resi-

dent individual, as the alleged
perpetrator of a crime against
freedom.

The police investigation indi-
cates that, at some point during
the journey, the man would ha-
ve deviated from the agreed rou-
te, which caused the minor to
become alarmed. Through her
mobile phone, she would have
secretly started sending messa-
ges to friends and family war-
ning them of the man’s behavi-
or. This situation led the relati-
ves to file a complaint in France,
which triggered an internal no-
tification for a disturbing di-
sappearance with possible kid-

napping to the French security
forces. According to the police
statement, the couple would ha-
ve entered the Principality th-
roughPasdelaCasa.Later,when
they tried to leave the country
through the Runer River bor-
der crossing, the Spanish Nati-
onal Police denied them entry
into Spanish territory because
the minor did not have docu-
mentation. Given this situation,
they had to return through the
same crossing and, once in An-
dorran territory, they were sub-
jected to a police check, during
which it was detected that they
were transporting contraband
tobacco valued at approximate-
ly 5,000 euros.

In none of the previous checks
did the young woman show
any signs of alert to the officers.
It was not until the stop at the
gas station that, taking advan-
tage of the driver’s distraction,
she got out of the vehicle and as-
ked for help. Following the ini-
tial checks with the French aut-
horities, the Police proceeded to
arrest the man for allegedly hol-
dingtheminoragainstherwill.e
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