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NOTICEABLE DROP IN THE TOBACCO INDUSTRY

Tobacco revenue drops by almost
30% this April

In the same month of 2024, more than 12 million were collected, while this year they remain at 8.4
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A noticeable drop in tobacco re-
venue at Customs during April.
According to the latest month-
ly report, which was made pu-
blic this Monday, during the last
month 8.4 million euros were
collected, a figure that is 29.7%
lower than the records of the sa-
me month of the previous year,
whenitreached 12 million. That
is why, since the beginning of
the year, revenue from tobacco
import fees at Customs has reac-
hed 31.2 million, 28.5% less com-
pared to the first four months of
2024.

Regarding net monthly reve-
nue, they also present negative
data. Specifically, the monthly
customs report highlights that
April closed with total revenues
of 18.6 million, 14.6% less than
April 2024, while the accumula-
ted revenue since the beginning
of the year rises to 73.8 million,
which represents a reduction of
12.8% compared to the same pe-
riod previously.

On the contrary, and in relati-
on to the import of beverages, it
should be noted that the fourth
month of the year recorded re-

THE FIGURES

Noticeable drop in tobacco revenues in April.

venues of nearly 604,000 euros,
9.2% more than April 2024. In
another order, and with regard
totaxeson theimportofmineral
fuels, revenues have risen to 4.4

million, which represents 3.6%
more than in the same period
previously. Finally, in terms of
imports related to other goods,
the month of April closed with
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revenues of 5.1 million. In this
case, the comparison is positive
with respect to the aforementi-
oned period of April 2024, since
the figureisincreased by 3.1%. @

31.2 ME

Revenue from tobacco import
taxes to Customs reaches 31.2
million.

18.6 ME

April closed with total revenues of
18.6 million, 14.6% less than last
year.

4.4 ME

Revenue from mineral fuel
import taxes stands at 4.4
million.

5.1 ME

Imports related to other
goods place their revenues
at 5.1 million.
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Escaldes will conduct a study of the
therapeutic benefits of thermal waters

A medical team is preparing a study with 50 participants to analyze the effects on pathologies

CATARINA KOHLER PACINO
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The Municipality of Escaldes-En-
gordany has presented a pionee-
ring project that aims to evalua-
te, with rigorous medical criteria,
the therapeutic effects of the ther-
mal waters of the parish. The ini-
tiative has been led by Dr. Efrem
Gomez, with the collaboration of
Dr. Jiménez, a specialist in vascu-
lar surgery, and Dr. Ferrer, a der-
matologist, and has the instituti-
onal support of the Municipality.
The estimated cost of the study is
around 6,000 euros, an amount
that also includes the expenses
derived from the medical staffin-
volved in the research.

The consul general, Rosa Gi-
1i, has highlighted the change in
perspective that this project en-
tails: “We are talking about ther-
mal water, but with a complete-
ly different register,” she said, re-
ferring to the medical approach
that replaces the traditional re-
creational and touristic vision of
the resource. Gili added that the
study represents an opportunity
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The consul general of Escaldes-Engordany, Rosa Gili, and Dr. Efrem Gémez, at the
presentation of the study that will be carried out.

ROSA GILI
CONSUL MAYOR OF ESCALDES

«ltis fortunate to be able

to enjoy this waterin our
territory, and everything helps
to talk about the parish and to
strengthen what we have»

to explore and validate the possi-
ble therapeutic benefits of ther-
mal water. She also assessed that
the properties of this resource ha-

ve “always been recognized”, but
thatnow “itwill be deepened and
wewill have something more pre-
cise” thatcan helpreactivate ther-
mal tourism in the parish.

Dr. Gomez explained that the
study responds to a double de-
sire: to contribute to scientific
knowledge and to highlight the
potential of the thermal waters of
Escaldes. According to him, seve-
ral international studies indica-
te that this type of water can ha-
ve positive effects on pathologi-
es such as venous insufficiency or
certain dermatological conditi-

ons such as dermatitis or psoria-
sis. The aim now is to verify whet-
her these benefits are also mani-
fested in the specific case of the
waters of Escaldes.

The clinical trial will be carried
out using a cross-control design
with a sample of around 50 pati-
ents. Each participant will follow
a protocol that includes three we-
ekly sessions of 30 minutes of ex-
posure to thermal water for two
weeks.Subsequently, a«washout»
period will be carried out to eli-
minate possible accumulated ef-
fects before starting a placebo tre-
atment.

The treatments will be carri-
ed out in the facilities of the Roc
Blanc hotel, an establishment
that has historically been linked
to hydrotherapy and that active-
ly collaborates in the project. The
study foresees the evaluation of
variables such as the dermatolo-
gical state of the patients, the qua-
lity of life and the psychological
impact of the treatment. Gomez
hasindicated that they hope tore-
cruit participants in the coming
weeks. ®
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