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HISTORICAL MEMORY - NAZISM

Installation of cobblestones in
honor of the deportees begins

They will be part of the Stolpersteine Art Memorial, with more than 100,000 throughout Europe
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This Wednesday, Meritxell wit-
nessed theactofhomagetothe13
Andorrans who were deported to
Nazi concentration and extermi-
nation camps during World War
II, seven of whom ended up dying.
This initiative, promoted by Ve-
lles Cases Andorranes through
the Traces Gunter Demnig Foun-
dation, consists of placing gilded
brass cobblestones, ‘Stolperstei-
ne’, with the data of the victim
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Moments after placing the golden brass paving stones, ‘Stolpersteine’.
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of Nazism in front of the houses
where they were born or lived, or
insome placesignificant to them.

Specifically, the cobblesto-
ne has been placed in tribute in
front of the house of Bonaventu-
ra Bonfill Torres, in Cal Candela
de Meritxell. In fact, the historian
ofthe Department of Cultural He-
ritage, Pau Chica, hashighlighted
that “all of them are an example
of how the Second World War fu-
lly affected the Andorrans and al-
so Andorra as a country, which in
those years had just over 4,500 in-
habitants”. “As had already hap-
pened with the Spanish CivilWar,
the Principality once again beca-
me a land of passage and refuge
for the more than 8,000 evasions
who are estimated to have pas-
sed through the country throug-
hout the Second World War”, he
added.

Velles Cases Andorranes has
also placed seven more paving
stones in tribute to Pere Mandi-
c6 Vidal (from Cal Xicos de Prats),
Josep Calvo Torres (from Cal Jau-
mina de Prats), Antoni Vidal Fe-
lip6 (from Cal Vidal de Prats), Jo-
sep Franch Vidal (from Cal Ponet
de Canillo), Candid Rossell Rial
(from Ca I’Adela, Andorra la Ve-
lla), Salvador Montanya Codina
(from Cala Conxita de Andorrala
Vella) and Bonaventura Casal Far-
ras (from Ca I’Ayern de la Margi-
neda, Andorra la Vella). Thus, the
paving stones placed in Andorran
territory will form partofthe Stol-
persteine Art Memorial, with mo-
re than 100,000 of these elements
placed throughout Europe.@
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“Today, more than ever, it is important to
remember the mistakes of totalitarianism”

Ensenyat highlights the task of discovering the citizens who died at the hands of the movement

POL FORCADA QUEVEDO
ANDORRALAVELLA

“80 years have passed. There ha-
ve been decades of silence for
many families, but today, more
than ever, it is extremely impor-
tant to remember the mistakes
of totalitarianism and war”. The-
se were the words of the general
trustee, Carles Ensenyat, during
thespeech he gaveduringtheclo-
sing session of the ‘Stolpersteine’
initiative, in the Plaza del Con-
sell General, in tribute to the 13
Andorrans who were deported
to Nazi concentration and exter-
mination camps during the Se-
cond World War. “Itisanactwith
the will to be national, in the pla-
zawhere the entire Andorran po-
pulation has been for centuries.
In representation of the Andor-
ran people and in representati-
on of this sovereignty thatat a ti-
me in history lost some citizens
who were retaliated against by a
horror such as Nazism”, he com-
pleted. Ensenyat highlighted
the work of Roser Porta and Jor-
ge Cebridn in discovering the citi-
zenswhodied at the hands of the
German totalitarian movement,

Relatives of those deported to the Nazi camps in the tribute in front of the Casa de la Vall.

pointing out that there could ha-
ve been more, “but we will not
know.” “Until recently, it was
unknown whether there had be-
enAndorransamong thevictims.
Often, the relatives themselves
did not know, because there we-
re those who had perhaps gone
to France and it was not known
whathad happened to them. Litt-
le by little, this investigation has

revealed that many died in the-
se concentration camps,” he de-
tailed. He pointed out that even
many families were ashamed to
admitthat theyhaddied inacon-
centration camp, “when precise-
ly there should be no shame.” “In
this case, there must be a very de-
ep recognition for these people
who were murdered,” he added.
The General trustee has made

CONSELL GENERAL

itclear thatthe names ofall these
Andorran people should be pre-
sent in the concentration camps:
«We often think that the Princi-
pality, having been a neutral co-
untry and not having entered the
war, should not be there. On the
contrary, werealize thatnotonly
should it be there, but that 13 vic-
timsamong 8,000 citizensisasig-
nificantfigure». ®
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