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PRESENTATION OF THE FIRST CANDIDACY

Consolidate without continuity

Marrugat is committed to maintaining economic solidity, without addressing Fernandez’s situation

CATARINA KOHLER PACINO
ANDORRALAVELLA

The Andorran Red Cross has be-
gun its electoral process this we-
ek with the presentation of two
candidacies that aspire to lead
the organization. Only mem-
bers will have the right to vote,
and they will be able to exerci-
se it until May 13th, the date on
which the new presidency will
be decided. It is worth noting
that, suddenly, during the pre-
sentation of today’s candidacy -
thatofVicky Marrugat-, no men-
tion was made of the dismissal
of the organization’s former di-
rector, Jordi Ferndandez, a situa-
tion that has generated a lot of
debate in recent weeks.

Therefore, this Monday was
the turn of Marrugat’s candi-
dacy, which is presented under
the slogan ‘Continuity and com-
mitment’, with the aim of conso-
lidating current projects by pro-
viding a renewed spirit. «<We are
notacontinuation, we are a con-
solidation», the team has remar-
ked, assuring that, despite the
presence of many familiar faces
from the previous board led by
Josep Pol, the new stage is being
approached with a different ap-
proach.

Marrugat’s projectis based on
the consolidation of current ser-
vices and the reinforcement of
the founding values of the Red
Cross: «<Humanity, impartiality,
neutrality, independence, vo-
lunteerism, unity and universa-
lity», she has listed. The candida-
te has highlighted «the desire to
prioritize care for children, yo-
uth, elderly and people in situ-
ations of dependency», as well
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The team that is part of the candidacy ‘Commitment and consolidation’, headed by Vicky Marrugat.

as promoting «training and pre-
ventiony.

Regarding economic manage-
ment, the volume of resources
managed by the entity has be-
en highlighted. Matthew Lodge,
proposed as treasurer, has hig-
hlighted that the budget plan-
ned for 2025 amounts to 4.2 mi-
llion euros in both income and
expenses. «You really have to be
very comfortable with the peo-
ple you’re with and very calm to
be able to manage this money,»
he remarked. As for the rest of
the candidacy team, it is made
up of David Fraissinet (vice presi-
dent), Joan Sauri (secretary), and
Ana Arce, Irene Badia and Elisa-

Vicky Marrugat

PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE

“The team knows how
it works[...] We are
united by commitment,
cohesion and the
desire to work for the
entity”

beth Zoppetti as members. Mar-
rugat wanted to emphasize that
«the team knows how the Red
Cross works» and that they are
united by «commitment, cohesi-
on and the desire to work for the
entity». As for the axes of action,
they propose activating the EIRA
program, with psychoeducatio-
nal, sports and mental health ac-
tions for children and young pe-
ople, consolidating RollingAnd
and Punt Lila in night events,
and maintaining the four-day
centers for the elderly. They al-
so plan to reach 1,000 teleassis-
tance devices and guarantee the
opening of the Hotel Social Peral-
ba before the end of summer.e



RIGHTS AND PROMINENCE

Andorra recovers the memory of the

women who fought for the right to vote

The initiative values the role of suffragettes through a traveling exhibition that begins in Encamp

ELENA HERNANDEZ MOLINA
ANDORRALAVELLA

With the aim of paying tribu-
te to the women who promoted
women’s suffrage in Andorra,
the cultural and national pro-
ject ‘Key women for the history
of Andorra: Andorran suffraget-
tes’was presented this Monday,
consisting of a book written by
Claudine Tarrene and an artis-
tic exhibition with works by ni-
ne artists from the country.

The initiative was born «so
that people would talk about
them, so that people would
knowwho theywere and everyt-
hing theydid», as the promoters
explained during the presenta-
tion. The book and the exhibi-
tion will be publicly presented
on May 7th at 7:00 p.m. in an
event that will take place in the
Municipality of Encamp. This
event will be the starting point
of a traveling exhibition that
will tour all the parishes, follo-
wing a protocol order. A key mo-
mentintheorigin ofthe project
was an interview with Angelina
Mas, one of the historical prota-
gonists, who will be honored at
the opening ceremony.

Merceé Ciaurriz, Gemma P|era, Ma|te Luque, Gemma CoII and Neus Mola, at the press conference they held to

explain the project to pay tribute to the women who promoted women'’s suffrage.

During the presentation,
which featured Merce Ciaur-
riz, Gemma Piera, Maite Luque,
Gemma Coll (the book’s publis-
her) and Neus Mola, the story of
the women suffragettes was va-
lued for«capturing the moment
and the sensations» of that ti-
me. At the same time, Tarrene
has developed historical rese-
arch that includes «from small
history to great history», con-
textualizinglocal events within
the international framework of
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the time.

The book combines the his-
torical section with artistic re-
presentation and has been con-
ceived so that it can be consul-
ted in libraries, schools and the
general public.
The aim is to fa-
cilitate access to
the biographies
of the women
who fought for
political rights
in Andorra. Du-
ring the event, it
was highlighted
that the women
protagonists,
many linked to
theworld ofedu-
cation, demons-
trated great cou-
rage and critical
spirit in a «diffi-
cult moment»
for society. The
testimonies co-
llected reveal
that,between 1960 and 1971, these
women held clandestine meetings
in Quima Calvd’s restaurant to or-
ganize themselvesand demand the
right to vote. A discreet work that
culminated in women’s participa-
tion in the Andorran elections for
the first timein 1971. @
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Cover of the book, "'Women Key to

the History of Andorra, the Andorran
Suffragettes’. A cultural and historical
memory initiative that pays tribute to the
Andorran women who fought and made
possible access to women's voting rights in
Andorra, which became possible in 1971.
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