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ENTITY AFFAIR

Marin warns that the management of the Red Cross
must comply with the required qualifications

The minister recalls that

Fernandez's position
was protected by law
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The inauguration of the new
Day Center in Les Valls del Nord
was marked this Monday by is-
suesrelated to therecentdismis-
sal of Jordi Ferndndez as director
of the Andorran Red Cross. Alt-
hough the entity has indicated
that an official statement will
be made in the coming days, the
Minister of Social Affairs and Pu-
blic Service, Trini Marin, has re-
called the legal requirements
that regulate management po-
sitions in social and health faci-
lities.

«The social and health law re-
quires a specific qualification
to manage a residence or a day
center,» said Marin, who made
it clear that this requirement al-
so applies to «any general direc-
tor who is at the head of a soci-
al and health service, regardless
of whetheritis an entity like the
Red Cross.» The minister reaso-
ned that there was room to regu-
larize these situations, first in
2017 and then with a new exten-
sion due to the pandemic, but
that “this period ended at the
end 0f2021”.

Regarding the letter sent by
her ministry on March 17th,
Marin asked not to “mix” issu-
es: “When there is a request to
open, if the requirements are
met, authorizationis given. This
does not mean that there must
be a qualification from the ma-
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“Since 2017, we have
offered up to two
margins to safeguard
these regulations.
The qualification is
mandatory”

nagement”, she said, adding
that, according to reports, the
centerinaugurated thisMonday
complies with all legal criteria.
For his part, the president of
the Andorran Red Cross, Josep
Pol, has avoided giving explana-
tions about Ferndndez’s dismis-
sal. “There will be a statement
on Wednesday or Thursday. For
my part, [ have nothing more to
say”, he expressed. Despite the
official silence, Pol wanted to
highlight the work done by the
former director: “The day cen-
ters were made by him, he cre-
ated them. The work he has do-
neisindisputable”. Asked if Fer-
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Trini Marin, during the inauguration of the Valls del Nord Day Center this Monday.

nandez’s departure could lead
tolegal action, hereiterated that
they would be referred to the of-
ficial statement. However, he ac-
knowledged that it will be the
new board of directors, which
will be elected on May 13th, who
will have to approve the next
steps and appoint a new mana-
gement. @

A REASONABLE MARGIN

MAY 13TH

This is the date that has been set to
electits new board of directors, in
which the next steps will be decided.




ECONOMIC BALANCE

The 2024 financial year ends with a

surplus of 46 million euros

Lladds attributes this to budgetary prudence, while debt is reduced to 31.8%

ELENA HERNANDEZ MOLINA
ANDORRALAVELLA

The Minister of Finance, Ramon
Lladds, presented the results of
the accounts corresponding to
the 2024 financial year this Mon-
day, which concluded with a sur-
plus of 46.1 million euros. In this
sense, Llado6s indicated that this
cash surplus “is due to a prudent
budget and rigorous execution”.
Likewise, the Minister of Finan-
ce recalled that the initial fore-
cast was to close the financial ye-
arwithadeficitof33.1 million eu-
TOS.

Given this significant differen-
ce, which is close to 80 million
euros compared to the initial es-
timates, Lladds has underlined,
when questioned about this dis-
proportion, the need to remain
prudent when carrying out the
budgets, stating that “one day
these data may make a turn”,
and has given the example that
“the Department of Statistics can
say one year that we will grow by
around 2% and we end up increa-
singbyonly 1%.Therefore, the mi-
nister has added that, in these ca-
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The Minister of Finance, Ramon
Lladds, during his appearance this
Monday.

THE STATE OF THE ACCOUNTS

«If I have to choose, | prefer
that future generations

do not have to deal with
excessive debt»

ses, he prefers to be “prudent and
estimate downwards rather than
being overly optimistic”. He has
also emphasized that “if T have to
choose, I prefer that future gene-
rations do not have to deal with
excessive debt”. Regarding the
destination of the surplus of 46.1

33.1

The initial forecast of the Ministry
of Finance was to close the year
with a deficit of 33.1 million euros.

209.7

Regarding direct taxes, 209.7
million were collected, an increase
over the previous year.

31.8%

Public debtis at 31.8% of GDP, a
figure lower than the level before
the pandemic.

2.8%

Lladds also highlights that Spain
closed the year with a deficit of
2.8% of GDP.
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million euros, Lladds stated that
“we are not allowed to spend it di-
rectly, but we can start thinking
about how it could be invested”,
adding that “obviouslywe cannot
use it in the budget for the 2025
financial year, since this budget
has been previously approved”.
In this sense, he noted that, in the
event that the surplus was to be
used during the currentyear, this
expenditure “should be previous-
ly approved by the General Coun-
cil”.He also explained that the re-
sultalsoresponds to the fact that,
despite a 35% increase in invest-
ment and a 10% increase in ex-
penses compared to the previous
year, some of the planned works
were not fully executed or had a
lower cost than budgeted: “Some
of the works have not been as ex-
pensive aswe budgeted”, he poin-
ted out. Regarding the future ma-
nagement of this surplus, Lladés
explained that «a financial ba-
lance will be sought, always thin-
king about whatis best for the co-
untry»,adding thatdecisions «are
notmadeonlyon theday the bud-
gets are made, but take into acco-
unt the entire legislature». Thus,
the head of Finance stressed that
the decision regarding the 46.1
million euros «must be strictly
financial». He also recalled that
«the positive partofthe Andorran
fiscal framework is that it always
requires any financial decision to
be projected throughout the enti-
relegislature». @
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