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SEXUAL ASSAULT MANAGEMENT

Mendoza points out that «the lack of prevention
is like not having fire extinguishers»

The president of Stop Violencies calls for firm protocols and training against sexual assault

EL PERIODIC

Regarding the evolution of attention mechanisms, Mendoza celebrates that there are aspects that “did not exist in 2014".
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The president of Stop Violencies,
Vanessa Mendoza, has valued the
statements of Ivette Ruiz and Ro-
sario Pérez in ELPERIODIC on the
management of sexual assaults.
In her analysis, she highlights
that “sexual violence is treated li-
ke amushroom, asifitwereanin-
dividual issue”, when in reality
it requires “a gender perspective
and professionalization”.
According toMendoza, thelack
of specific courses contrasts with

the fact that “I do not understand
how you can be prepared for so-
mething if you do not have the
appropriate training”. She also
pointsoutthat,beforeacting, “the
first thing we should do is collect
data, and from there, adapt the
protocols”. Mendoza considers it
essential to have preventive tools
in all areas, comparing care pro-
tocols to fire extinguishers: “We
can’t put fire extinguishers after
the fire. Before things happen,
we have to have a protocol.” With
this metaphor, the president of
Stop Violencies urges planning

and “thinking about the worst-ca-
se scenario we could find oursel-
ves in,” so that the system is pre-
pared both to prevent and to re-
pair. She also assures that “we
need in Andorra” an approach
focused on preventing sexual as-
saults from becoming normali-
zed and regrets the lack of major
repair plans because “sexual as-
saults happen in an environment
where this type of violence is nor-
malized.”

Regarding the evolution of ca-
re mechanisms, Mendoza welco-
mes the fact that there are aspects
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«We have always been

allies with those who have
asked us for help with sexual
violence protocols»

«In the SIDOU report

we already talked about
protocols, and it is the report
that is being implemented»

that “did not exist in 2014” and
thathave nowbeen incorporated.
In this sense, she emphasizes that
“we are happy to see that there is
progress”, although she recalls
thatnoteveryone candoeverythi-
ng, and she is committed to ensu-
ring thatteamsare prepared with
specific training and rigorous da-
ta collection that helps to strengt-
hen protocols. Regarding the of-
fer to support health services, she
recalls that they collaborated on
the proposal for the Lilac Code in
2018, emphasizing that “we can
provide training”.

Finally, she recalls that, accor-
ding to the report of the Compre-
hensive Service for Women in Si-
tuations of Violence (SIDOU), the
need for careful protocols was al-
ready highlighted. In her opini-
on, thereis still a lot of work to be
done in terms of prevention and
systematization of actions, but
she is willing to collaborate whe-
never asked. e



SECOND EDITION OF ANDORRA CREA

235,000 euros in funding for a total
of 18 artistic proposals

The festival attracts
the interest of
programmers from
Catalonia and Aragon
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The second edition of Andorra
Crea, which will take place from
April 10th to 12th, 2025, will offer
a program with 18 artistic propo-
sals, nine of which will be absolute
premieres. The event will include
12 performing arts shows and six
visual arts shows, with the aim of
consolidating support fornational
artistic creation and giving visibi-
lity to the country’s artists. The di-
rector of Cultural Promotion, Joan-
Marc Joval, highlighted that, des-
pite having four fewer proposals
than in the first edition, the festi-
val is committed to a qualitative
leap with innovative productions
and more solid support for crea-
tors.

The festival has a budget of
235,000 euros, distributed be-
tween 2024 and 2025, of which
140,000 euros have been allocated
directly to the artists. It should be
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A moment from the presentation of the second edition of Andorra Crea.

noted that Andorra Crea has arou-
sed interest among foreign pro-
grammers, especially from Catalo-
nia and Aragon, which could open
up to new opportunities for the co-
untry’sartists.«WewantAndorran
artists tonotonlybe able to present
their projects, but also to have mo-
re opportunities to take them out-
sideourborders,»explained the Mi-
nister of Youth, Cultureand Sports,
Monica Bonell, who also justified
the new biennial frequency by «gi-
ving artists more time between the
first production and the second, in

case they are presented again by
Andorra Crea.»

On the other hand, the minor
consul of Encamp, Xavier Ferndn-
dez, has highlighted the impor-
tance of the collaboration betwe-
en the Government and the local
authorities in the management of
the event, stressing that “we are in-
creasingly seeing all these natio-
nal artists that we have in Andor-
ra”.In this sense, he has remarked
that “thisis a festival thatis noton-
ly awindow for creators, but also a
clear commitment to their profes-
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sional development”.

SOME OF THE PROPOSALS/ The ope-
ning day, on Thursday, April
10th, will begin with Xantde Ca-
brota’, a proposal that fuses po-
etry and live music, performed
by Arnau Pérez and Arnau Obi-
ols. At the same time, the Laure-
dian Cultural Centre will be the
setting for three artistic installa-
tions: ‘Som Il'lusions’ by Naiara
Galdds, ‘Buit’ by Yolanda San-
marcos and ‘Cabdal’ by Anna
Mangot with Jo Danza.

On Friday, April 11th, the day
will start with ‘Next to My Skyn’,
a contemporary street dance piece
by the LAMONTO company, which
can be seen in the Placa dels Arin-
sols in Encamp. The day will clo-
se with ‘Venus in Fur’, a text-based
play starring Claudia Riera and
produced by BatCat Produccions,
whichwill be performed at the Mu-
nicipal Theatre ofAndorralaVella.

On Saturday, April 12th, thelast
day of the festival, the exhibition
‘Caminant, els meus refugis’ will
open in Canillo, a combination of
photography, watercolor and co-
llage by Naiara Escabias, which
can be visited at the Espai Galo-
bardes.®
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