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32 YEARS OF THE CONSTITUTION

Espot highlights the work of social
entities to make society fairer

The Head of Government presides over a symbolic act to recognize advances in healthcare or equality rights

PARIS MAMEGHANI
ENCAMP

This year, the Magna Carta ce-
lebrates its 32nd anniversary
and, for this occasion, the ge-
neral representative, Xavier Es-
pot, has decided to focus his
speech, held from Radio Andor-
ra, to recognize all those peo-
ple linked to the different asso-
ciations, entities, clubs, federa-
tions and national NGOs who
every day contribute their bit
to make the country’s society a
«fairer, more social and open»
place towards all people. That
is why the Head of Government
began by saying that «<Andorra
has been able to preserve its so-
vereignty verywell» and has sto-
od out as a State without wars
and of fraternity with «the wel-
coming of many people who
did not expect a very encoura-
ging future».

The focus of the message has
been on the work carried out
in the Principality by a large
number of associations and en-
tities, in which Espot has refe-
renced each of their years of es-
tablishment, such as the 70th
anniversary of the Automobil
Club Andorra (ACA) in 2024,
the half-century of the national
Olympic Committee or the 40
years of the Andorran Athletics
Federation (FAA), which he has
catalogued as «an exemplaryin-
clusive body» and favorable for
the promotion of physical acti-
vity. He has labeled these enti-
ties as the «deans of associatio-
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Protocol photo of the distinctive authorities of the Principality headed by the Head of Government, Xavier Espot.

nismp» as they were founded be-
fore the Constitution.

On the other hand and hig-
hlighting that the birth of the
large number of associations
that existin Andorra is “a plau-
sible indicator of growth and
our quality of life”, he prece-
ded by naming the anniversa-
ries of social organizations that
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«The good work of the entire
associative network that

we have in the country is an
indication of our growth and
quality of life»

work “for health and its advan-
ces” such as the 10th anniver-
sary of the Andorran Associati-
on Against Cancer (Assandca),
with the presence and attenti-
ve gaze today of its president,
Josep Saravia. He also thanked
the work of the AMARE Associa-
tion for Rheumatic, Fibromyal-
gia and Chronic Fatigue Pati-
ents, which is celebrating 20
years, which is the same as the
Association of Relatives of Men-
tally People.

Finally, and given that «the
country still has a long way to
go to achieve the full inclusion
of all of them», he also menti-
oned other public institutions
that seek to guarantee «equa-
lity between men and womeny»

such as the Andorran Women’s
Association (ADA), the 20 years
of <identity and pride for youth
rights» that the Andorran Scho-
ol Parents’ Association hasbeen
celebrating, or the more than
three decades of struggle to ma-
ke people with intellectual di-
sabilities visible that the Speci-
al Olympics has led. Society, as
we have seen, is evolving. @

ATIRELESS TASK

30 YEARS

Thisis the period of time that the
Special Olympics has been in place
to support people with intellectual
disabilities.



OWN AND OFFICIAL LANGUAGE

Beneficiaries
of public aid

must use

Catalan in their
communications

The regulation
reinforces the
mandatory use in the
Administration
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The decree establishing the Re-
gulation on the use of Catalan in
the General Administration and
the Administration of Justice has
been approved, with the aim of
guaranteeing the correctand pri-
ority use of the own and official
language in all the activities and
communicationsofthesebodies.
Theregulationreaffirms Catalan
as the vehicular language of all
written and oral communicati-
ons within the Administration,
consolidating it as an essential

element of the cultural and heri-
tage identity of Andorra. Among
the highlights of the regulation,
itishighlighted thatathletesand
coaches who receive public aid
must make statements to the An-
dorran media in Catalan, as well
as people who represent cultu-
ral, sports, political or union en-
tities thatreceive public funding.
The right of citizens to be served
in Catalan and the duty of the ad-
ministrations to use it in all the-
ir actions are also recognized.
According to the text, “Catalan
is consolidated as the vehicular
language of all written and oral
communications within public
administrations”. Mechanisms
are also foreseen to encourage
the learning and use of Catalan
among public workers and colla-
borators of the Administration,
as well as among people who in-

teract with public services.
Theregulation also establishes
the obligation to use Catalan in
several key areas, such as the ma-
nagement of public services, citi-
zen service, administrative docu-
mentation, signage, and langua-
ge training for staff. In addition,
it determines that “all internal
documentation, regardless of its
medium, must be written in Ca-
talan”.Regarding signage, the re-
gulation stipulates that “all the
signage of the General Adminis-
tration or the Administration of
Justice, whether inside or outsi-
de a building, must be exclusi-
vely in Catalan», with some ex-
ceptions in spaces intended for
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tourism.Regarding oral commu-
nications, the regulations obli-
ge all Administration person-
nel to address citizens in Cata-
lan, regardlessofthelanguagein
which they respond. Only in the

The decree provides
for mechanisms to
promote language
learning among public
workers

event that the person being ser-
ved declares that they do not un-
derstand Catalan, another lan-
guage may be used.e

Bonell defends subsidized athletes making statements
in Catalan as an "integrative measure”

»» On the occasion of the approval
of the decree establishing the
Regulation on the use of Catalan
in the General Administration
and the Administration of Justice,
and in reference to the fact that
athletes and coaches who receive
public aid must make statements
to the Andorran media in Catalan,
the Minister of Sports, Culture and
Youth, MonicaBonell, hasstated that
this measure should be understood
as an integrative initiative. "Athletes
who receive public subsidies must
speak Catalan when they have to
talk about the sport they practice
or are representing the country,”
she stated. She also stressed that

this regulation is not new: “The
regulation that we have published
does nothing but repeat the same
thing, and since the law approvedin
April 2024 also talks about entities
and federations that receive public
subsidies, it extends it to these
entities.” Regarding foreign athletes
who play for Andorran clubs,
Bonell explained that the intention
is to facilitate their integration:
«They should try to learn Catalan.»
Regarding the specific cases of
teams such as FAE, FC Andorra
or VPC Andorra, Bonell clarified
that «these federations must do
everything necessary so that these
players know our language.»
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