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Jorge Cebridn began his rese-
arch into Boris’s identity about
ten years ago. He interviewed re-
latives, neighbors and residents
of Boppard, Germany, the place
of Boris’s death. One-third of the
respondents knew Boris Skos-
syreff personally. The rest of the
respondents included histori-
ans, biographers from various
countries, university professors,
diplomats, etc. He studied se-
cret service reports, police files,
and public documents found in
archives—such as those in The
Hague, Netherlands—and en-
ded up collecting a total 0f6,000
documents. We spoke to Jorge
about this historical figure who
has played a very important ro-
lein Andorra’s history and, with
the involvement of internatio-
nal media, made the country fa-

out it on the
ional map»

mous throughout the world.

Special thanks to the Government
of Andorra, Qucut Production and
Communication, RTVA, the Spanish
Embassy in Andorra, the represen-
tation of the Co-Prince of Andorra in
France, the delegation of the Genera-
litat de Catalunya to Andorra, and
Chris Bowyer.

—Boris Skossyreff is a historical
character shrouded in mystery.
How would you characterize Bo-
ris in a nutshell?

—He was a resourceful man ca-
pable of survival—very clever,
well-informed and well-connec-
ted, thoroughly researching the
places he travelled to in order to
be able to pull off his scams. He
stood out in attractiveness and
was well-liked by women and
men. His charisma was impres-
siveand allowed him to getaway
with the most extreme situati-
ons. Boris spent five years in one
of the harshest Gulag camps in
Siberia, and was in concentrati-

on camps where he managed to
become a barrack chief. He was
an absolutely extraordinary in-
dividual until the last moment
of his life.

Boris was married twice. The
first time he married a multi-mi-
llionaire from Marseille who,
despite her fortune,was far from
the peak of her financial prospe-
rity when she met him. This wo-
man had supported him finan-
cially for most of his life and was
15 years older than him. Later,
when he no longer needed her,
he divorced and married a yo-
ung woman who was 40 years
younger than him. She was not
rich, butshewasusefultohimin
his German affairs. She also had
family support that covered all
their family expenses.

Boris also had mistresses, in-
cluding some very famous ladi-
es,suchasFlorenceMarmon, the
former wife of Howard Carpen-
ter Marmon, the founder of the
Marmon Motor Car Company,
and Natasha Rambova, wife of
Rudolf Valentino. There are let-
ters from women who sent him
money and helped him get out
of prison in exchange for visits.
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During his time in the French
concentration camp at Verne,
according to the documents, he
had 15 mistresses at one time—
and they all thought they were
the only ones!

—What a person! Why s he called
the “Tsar of Russia” if he was ori-
ginally from Lithuania?

—At that time, Vilnius belonged
to Russia; later, it came under
Polish rule before becoming its
capital when Lithuania became
independent.

—How did Boris get the title of
King of Andorra and how many
days was he in power?

—He made up his family tree,
claiming to be a descendant of
the French royal family. As you
know, the history of Andorra
dates back to the 13th Century,
when a territorial conflict be-
tween the French Count of Foix
and the Bishop ofla Seu D’Urgell
was settled by an agreement on
the division of power in the re-
gion, which led to the emergen-
ceof Andorra as anindependent
state with its own parliament in
1278. Of course, always under
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the tutelage of two co-rulers: the
Count of Foix, the future King
of France, and the Bishop of la
Seu d "Urgell. However, France
became a republic, so Boris clai-
med that the President of the re-
public had usurped the seat be-
longing to the French crown, of
which he was supposedly the re-
presentative.

He convinced his entourage
—as a “descendant and envoy of
the royal family”— that he had

the right to be king. Boris tried
tonegotiate with the bishop and
managed to convince a small
group of people who had power
in Andorra at the time (it was mi-
nimal support, but it was there
nonetheless).

Moreover, through his cun-
ning and media connections, he
made sure that the news of his
proclamation as King of Andor-
ra appeared in the mainstream
media around the world, inclu-
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ding The New York Times...

—Well, that’s why journalism is
called the “fourth power”... And
how many days was he King of
Andorra?

—Nine days elapsed between
the time he proclaimed himself
king and the decree of his ba-
nishment.

He then travelled to Spain,
where he was convicted and
spentsome timein prison in Ma-
drid. He was later exiled to Por-
tugal, butreturned to Spain just
as the Civil War broke out and
managed to escape. He was later
arrested in France and spent so-
me time in French concentrati-
on camps. When hewas about to
be sent to Auschwitz, he began
to collaborate with the Nazis.
We have official documents con-
firming that he was a member
of the National Socialist Party of
Germany.

Attheend ofthe Second World
War, Boris was arrested, handed
over to the Russians and put on
trial, which found him guilty of
war crimes. When he was about
to be executed, the sentence was
commuted: Boris was sentenced
to 25 years in the camps.

—How long did he live?
—He died in February 1989, but
his date of birth varies between
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1893 and 1900, according to va-
rious sources. There are several
birth dates that he used accor-
ding to hisinterests to appear ol-
der or younger, depending on
whether he wanted to get a mili-
tary position, get married, or get
some kind of job.

—What did the Constitution of
King Boris say? This Constitution
was considered to be a very libe-
ral document, wasn’t it? Are the-
re any similarities with the current
Constitution of Andorra?

—Among other things, the Cons-
titution of King Boris stipulates
that the government should ha-
ve theright toappoint ministers
(in those days the country didn’t
even know what they were). Bo-
ris proved to be a visionary.
Many of the suggestions he ma-
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de to persuade people to believe
in him—such as opening the co-
untry to foreign investors, buil-
ding a ski resort or opening a ca-
sino—saw the light of day many
years later.

—Are these really his initiatives?
—Partly yes, butIam sure he was
influenced by Switzerland. In
that sense, his proposals were
generally very modern.

—A philosophical reflection:
whether the people of Andorra
were more naif naive than they
are now? Why did people belie-
ve him? Do you thinkit’s possible
that today someone would have
come along, presented his ide-
as, and that current Andorrans
would accept him as theirleader?
—When Boris visited Andorra in
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1933, the reality was quite diffe-
rent, as Andorra was going th-
rough troubled times. A group
of young men locked themsel-
ves in protest in the Casa de la
Val, the former seat of Andor-
ra’s parliament, to demand uni-
versal suffrage for men over the
age of 25. After all, until then,
only heads of families could en-
joysuffrage. Andorrans were fed
up with how little popular sove-
reignty they had, with co-rulers
always having the last word.

This situation occurred at a ti-
me of protests by workers at the
local energy company, FHASA
(today it’s FEDA). Boris took ad-
vantage of Andorra’s political
and economic instability to pro-
pose a series of initiatives that
would appeal to the majority of
the population. In other words,
Boris was a personality ahead of
his time.

Later, there were other “Bo-
ris’s” who came to Andorra to
try their scams. But these were
people of a completely different
level, incomparable to Boris. Af-
ter all, it was Boris who played
a crucial role in putting Andor-
ra on the international map. In
1934, Andorra became a topic
of discussion in the world’s lea-
ding newspapers, even though
many people had no idea of its
existence.
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—What are the rarest and most
exclusive documents about this
man?

—Itis important to note that we
conducted this research toget-
her with my colleagues from
Spain, Portugal, France, and
Germany.

[ was impressed by the per-
sonal letters, particularly tho-
se from his first wife. I was also
very interested in the intelligen-
ce reports, because, for exam-
ple, when Boris entered Andor-
ra, he could not have imagined
that the French intelligence ser-
vices were already following
him. These documents are kept
in the diplomatic archive in
Nantes. From the archive, one
canlearn howFrenchintelligen-
ce officers tracked and culled in-
formation, as well as how im-
pressive the dossier compiled on
Boris in the 1930s was. The spe-
ed with which information was
disseminated at the time is im-
pressive.

—Please tell us about your docu-
mentary “Boris Skossyreff, the
Fraud Who Was King”...

—I have been making documen-
tariesforover20years.Ihavewor-
ked asajournalistin various me-
dia outlets in the country, such
as Diari d’Andorra and Andorra
Televiso, as well asin the editori-
al offices of Spanish media and
in public organizations such as
the Barcelona City Council and
the Andorran government. [ am
currently working at Andorra
Business and am very grateful to
its Director, Judith Hidalgo, for
facilitating my task of comple-
ting this research work.

The documentary film about
Boris is the eighth that I have
made. I had conducted other
historical research that was re-
flected in documentaries, such
as the recent story of the execu-
tion of a man in Andorra, and a
film about Andorrans who pas-
sed through Nazi concentra-
tion camps. Curiously, during
the making of the previous do-
cumentaries, the figure of Boris
always appeared. When I started
researching him, I realised the
significance of this character.He
had quiteacomplicatedlife,and
ittook me along time to get into

the details of his biography.

Together with the production
company Qucut Comunicacio
and one of its founders, Albert
Cristofol, who is also the produ-
cer and cameraman of the docu-
mentary, we applied for a film
subsidy from the Andorran go-
vernment. In 2023, we received
part of the funding.

We reached an agreement
with Chris Bouwer, who sup-
ported us during a difficult mo-
ment with the project. The Spa-
nish Embassy, the delegation of
the Catalan government in An-
dorra, the representative of the
French co-prince, Estrella An-
dorra and Quiver Tree Media
also made contributions that
allowed us to finalize the pro-
ject. We agreed with TV3, the
Balearic Islands Television, and
Andorra Television to broadcast
the film at the end of the year.
Everyone contributed as much
as they could, and I am very gra-
teful to everyone for their sup-
port and faith in the project.

Last October we held a private
presentation with partners and
participants, including some po-
liticians. The film will be relea-
sed in September 2025. Filming
tookplacein Andorra, Sitges and
la Seu d’Urgell. Interviews we-
re recorded in the Netherlands,
Germany, Portugal, France, An-
dorra, and Spain. About 60 peo-
ple worked on the film.

The lead role is played by Ma-
nel Pinero, known as Homo APM
(Alguna Pregunta Més), from the
TV3 comedy program. Their re-
semblance is impressive! When
you watch the film, from the

very first moment there will bea
feeling thatyou are seeing Boris.
And when he puts on his mono-
cle—it’sreally impressive!

The film also stars Irina Ro-
bles, a wonderful Andorran ac-
tress who plays the role of one
of Boris’ lovers. The soundtrack
was composed by Moe Espinosa
of the Persefone band. The grap-
hic design was done by Mimi
Delgado and the sound designer
was Pere Revert, whodid an ama-
zing job. The voiceover is credi-
ted to SergiZamora, who hasvoi-
ced some Hollywood stars.

Our whole team, with the ex-
ception of Manel Pinero, was
made up of Andorran professio-
nalswhoonceagain showed the-
ir great talent.

—How often do films get made in
Andorra? Is it common to do fil-
ming here, oris it the exception?
—Making a film, whether in An-
dorraorelsewhere,isavery com-
plex process, as it involves a sig-
nificant economic investment
and many resources. It is true,
however, that Andorra is pla-
cing more and more emphasis
on the audiovisual sector and
that the Government is making
efforts and increasing the subsi-
dies available.

To be honest, I found that fil-
ming in Andorra was much ea-
sier than in other places, thanks
to the proximity, the speed ofad-
ministrative procedures and the
collaboration of government bo-
dies. What’s more, we have ex-
cellent professionals in the co-
untry and you don’t have to go
abroad to get the highest qua-
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lity.

—WHhy has Boris attracted so
much attention now?
—Boris is a well-known and po-
pular figure, but with the excep-
tion of Gerard Lang, his main bi-
ographer, no one has gone in-
to much detail about his life. In
fact, as Gerard Lang told us, we
were the sixth team to attempt
to make a documentary about
Boris. The other teams never ma-
de progress because the story
seemed too complex to be cap-
tured in a documentary. More-
over, separating truth from fic-
tion, gathering all the necessary
documents, and developing a
script that tells the story of Bo-
ris’s life was not an easy task.
This documentary required
more effort than all my previous
seven films put together. Let me
repeat: I find Boris to be a very
interesting character. He was
a professional con man, an ad-
venturer, an organiser of orgies
for the elite, a man who has sur-
vived extremely difficult times
(including prisons and concen-
tration camps)and, most impor-
tantly, a full-fledged gigolo.
Ultimately, he’s an entertai-
ning character, but as you’ll
see in the film, he also has a rat-
her dark side that hasn’t been
touched on until now. We’re de-
aling with that and we didn’t
want to soften his image, becau-
se there are both positive and
very negative aspects to him,
which are also revealed throug-
hout the documentary. The film
will beshowingin the cinemain
September. @



