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ANDORRA LA VELLA MUNICIPAL COUNCIL

Astrié charges against the majority
for delaying construction in Terravella

The DA councilor points out that «there is plenty of money to deal with the operation with public money»

COMU D'’ANDORRA LA VELLA

The leader of the opposition for Andorra la Vella, David Astrié, together with the democratic councilor, Miquel Canturri.
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A heated debate between the lea-
dersand those with fewerseatsin
the chamber during the session
ofthe AndorralaVella Municipal
Council is what has caused the
tax exemption announced this
afternoon by the capital’s Hou-
sing councilor, Marc Torrent, for
the third public-private tenderin-
tended to finance the constructi-
onoftheregulated priceflats that
will soon be established in Borda

Nova. We remember, located on
Terravella Street and that would
thus fit a total of 44 flats and 228
underground parking spaces.
«The last competition, which
was the second, was empty and
that’s why we had to call a new
and more attractive one, which
has until February 27th for the
successful bidders to present
themselves», was the phrase of
a Torrent who later stressed that
the law «offers them other alter-
natives thatwe are studying». For
this reason, a David Astrié, head

of the municipal opposition, co-
me out with to argue that «they
should please actatoncebecause
thesamesituation hasarisenasa
yearand a halfagoand the future
tenants cannot wait any longer».
A claim, it is worth saying, that
was accompanied by some sub-
sequent explanations, in which
the democratic councilor clarifi-
ed to the press that according to
what the Finance Councilor had
told him,»there is a surplus de-
rived from the income from the
construction of 4.6 million eu-

David Astrié

LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION FOR THE
CAPITAL

«The people of these
homes cannot wait

any longer. Thereisa
4.6-million-euros surplus
In income»

ros, which is more than enough
to finance the construction of
this building and that would
be the end of the story. Your at-
tempt at public-private contrac-
ting has not worked”, he has spo-
ken harshly to the members of
the majority with a tone of suspi-
cion.On this, both the Consul Ge-
neral Sergi Gonzdlez and the Mi-
nister of Housing have justified
and have insisted that “there are
still 22 days left to obtain a res-
ponse”, while recalling that pre-
cisely this mandate, if it has do-
ne anything, “is to promote and
approve proposals to fix the hou-
sing situation”.

An intense wave of reproaches
that has been accompanied by
another recommendation from
Astrié to the chamber to “make a
greater and more intense effort”
to publicize the housing aid ap-
proved last November such as
those of the ‘Revival’ program
(this one specifically aimed at the
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emergence of empty flats) clai-
ming that with better anticipati-
on of these “they will reach furt-
her”. On the other hand, regar-
ding the possible alternatives to
this delay in construction, Astrié
has remarked that “there is only
one possibility that is not using
public funds, which is to open an
international tender, and that
would already mean another ye-
ar of delay”, he recalls. “The rea-
lity is that the Municipality has
enough money to face this expen-
se”, he told to journalists.

On the partof the leaders, Tor-
rent has reaffirmed his position
on the matter, specifying that
“improving the public-private
offer in question will also reso-
natein the face of future tenders
and will thus attract other pro-
posals with better conditions”,
while disclosing that attempts
were made to “add incentives”
to the feasibility study that was
on the table. In this sense, Gon-
zalez has clarified that these are
procedures and timeframes that
are framed by law and that “we
thus have rules of the game, but
that we are not closing any opti-
ons”. To end and close the deba-
te, the two members of the ma-
jority responded thatin order to
finance the operation of the fu-
ture construction with a negoti-
ated process, «it will first be ne-
cessary to analyze whether the
reason is sufficiently relevant,
highlighting that sometimes
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The consuls of the capital, Sergi Gonzalez and Olalla Losada, seated and listening

attentively to the minority's complaints.

Marc Torrent
HOUSING MINISTER

«First we have to wait

for the competition to
conclude and then we
will assess whether there
is a possibility of starting
a negotiated process»

with this measure it is possible
to grant and in a short period of
time». Otherwise, the Minister
of Housing informed the public
that a possible revision of the
criteria of the ‘Revival’ program
has been reconsidered.

In another order, the oppositi-
on has been interested in an ap-
peal presented by the College of
Architects regarding the compe-
tition for the strategic vision of
the future of the parish, alleging,
among other issues, «intrusive-
ness». In this regard, the consul
general, as also detailed by the se-
cretary general during the Muni-
cipal session, explained that they
madetherelevantinquiriestothe
Ministry of the Interior, which

responded that «if there was reci-
procity there would be no intru-
sion» and thus reiterated that «it
is not the municipal jurisdiction
to assess whether there is such in-
trusiony.

Likewise, Gonzalez recalled
that the competition for the revi-
sion of the Urban Planning Plan
was presented to architects and
that the firm that reached the fi-
nal«was66% moreexpensivethan
the execution of the contract that
was made with the firm in Barce-
lona» that was contracted, which
iswhyitwasrejected.n addition,
he noted, regarding the problem
raised by therestof the municipal
corporations, that Andorra la Ve-
lla «are willing to lar and work to-
gether with this group». In additi-
on, during the session of the Mu-
nicipal Council thisThursday, the
green lightwas given, with thevo-
te in favor of all the councilors, to
the expansion of the collection of
containers, which will be carried
out three days a week (Monday,
Wednesday and Friday), instead
of two.

Finally, it should be mentioned
that today’s Municipal Council
started with a minute of silence
in memory of Pepita Aguilar Ribe-
raygua, who was the first female
councilorofthe Municipalityand
one of the promoters of the fema-
le vote in Andorra, as well as the
first woman to vote in a general
election, as the president mentio-
ned at the beginning. e
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