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Avoiding at all costs the grea-
test possible damage to our en-
vironment and territory, as well 
as raising awareness and infor-
ming the population about how 
to act in the face of a risk or thre-
at of catastrophe and knowing 
which areas are most sensitive 
to suffering its effects and con-
sequences, are the tasks that the 
Department of Civil Protection 
will continue to promote this ye-
ar and with the aim of achieving 
the implementation of an objec-
tive that the service has been thi-
nking about for some time: cre-
ating a global S.O.S. alert system 
that warns of our future emer-
gencies well in advance. An idea 
that was confirmed yesterday by 
the director of the Department 
of Civil Protection and Emergen-
cy Management, Cristian Pons, 
who also announced that a Vo-
lunteer Corps has been inaugu-
rated in 2024 for this function.

Regarding the latter, the team 
led by Pons has made a reality 
last year, and within the deploy-
ment of the Qualified Law on Ci-
vil Protection, a specific service so 
that people and entities in the co-
untry who wish to do so can colla-
borate regularly and in a “totally 
altruistic and voluntary” way in 
the tasks of civil aid and support. 
It is thus a social reinforcement 

Pons explains that 
this year’s projects 
prioritize preparation

andorrans will be able to receive warnings 
about future emergencies this year
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The explanation of the Civil Protection action of the past 2024 conveyed yesterday by the director of the Department of this service, Cristian Pons.
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unit in which its future members 
would be oriented, specifically, in 
“risk prevention, awareness-rai-
sing and transfer of relevant in-
formation to the population”, as 
well as collaboration in solidarity 
and prevention actions, support 
and reinforcement for cooperati-
on with action groups in the face 
of emergency situations or public 
catastrophes.

Returning to the first point, 
that of promoting an emergency 
management platform that, th-
rough a prior alert from the Mete-
orological Service, notifies the Fi-
re Department and Civil Protec-
tion and, consequently, they can 
“send an S.O.S. signal massively 

to all citizens”, Pons detailed that 
this is what is contemplated in this 
year’s project plan, although a da-
te has not yet been set for its im-
plementation. It is worth noting 
that this alert is what is known as 
the Public Warning System, and 
that countries such as Spain and 
France have had for years. Regar-
ding the 2025 program, the direc-
tor of the Civil Protection Area sta-
ted that the aim is to continue the 
work begun the previous year by 
which “the operation of the nati-
onal emergency sectors has been 
analyzed and reviewed”, as well 
as their correct management and 
operation. So that this year the ci-
vil protection service “will priori-

in 2024 a volunteer Corps 
was inaugurated where 
risk prevention and 
reinforcement for action 
groups are instructed
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tize action, as well as understand 
and study in depth the risk of di-
saster and invest, consequently, 
in reducing it and increasing soci-
al preparedness”.

In this regard, a possible ena-
bling of spaces to create “alterna-
tive places that offer more service 
coverage” was discussed. Pons ex-
plained that the most likely sce-
nario is that no building will be 
built in 2025 because it has not 
been planned: «This year, budget 
limitations make the creation of 
a new space for 112 complicated, 
so we are moving more towards 
this alternative scenario to iden-
tify a space to house this service 
than the construction of a buil-
ding,» added Pons. In this case, ac-
cording to the director, the cen-
ter must be located in the middle 
of the country, since «if a disaster 
ever happens, political authori-
ties must be able to travel there 
easily,» as well as being well con-
nected.

Finally, the head of the citizen 
assistance department highligh-
ted two other outstanding points 
and dynamics to take into acco-
unt: the first of them, that during 
2024 Civil Protection has coordi-
nated 68 preventive safety devices 
and has thus reaffirmed its com-
mitment to awareness and trai-
ning by instructing nearly 900 
students in self-protection, with 
a total of about 3,000 students 
receiving some type of training 
around the basic training cour-

se in the field of civil protection. 
Otherwise, they have focused on 
spreading three awareness cam-
paigns focused on mountain sa-
fety both in summer and winter, 
thus raising awareness among 
more than 440 students.

The second point, also very re-
levant, is that the body has obser-
ved this past year a significant in-
crease in both yellow and orange 
warnings in the last four years, ha-
ving gone from 70 registered in 
2022 to reaching 89 last year. Bro-
ken down by color and importan-
ce, since 2022 the number of days 
with orange warnings has been 
increasing, since during the afore-
mentioned period there were a to-
tal of 8, in 2023 there were 9 days, 
but in 2024 it has increased to 15. 
Figures that confirm «the evolu-
tion of extreme weather pheno-
mena that can have an impact on 
the territory or on the populati-
on». It should be noted that most 
of the orange warnings were ac-
tivated last year due to high tem-
peratures in the summer, as well 
as strong winds and snowfall» he 
said. 

«We see that there is a trend to-
wards more warnings, with mo-
re days in orange warnings», said 
Pons. In addition, Civil Protecti-
on has also detected that over the 
years with forest protection cam-
paigns «we saw that there were 
peak days that exceeded the ma-
ximum temperature limits», he 
said. .

A shift in the wind to the north yesterday and today brings 
more cloudiness, which will result in heavy rainfall

33 The change in wind direction to 
the north experienced and moved 
yesterday brought clouds in that 
extreme and with it, some misty rain in 
some specific points of the territory. 
The high clouds took center stage 
yesterday, which generated some 
light rainfall that affected only the 
extreme north of the country until 
the evening. It is worth noting that 
this phenomenon left a light dusting 
of snow, which did not disturb the 
stability situation. looking ahead 
to today, a very similar dynamic 
to that experienced this Thursday 
is expected, so that we will have a 

morning dominated by sunlight, 
but with the presence of high 
and thin clouds that have already 
strengthened and established 
themselves in the country yesterday. 
During the afternoon, a worn-out 
front will increase the presence of 
this cloudiness until leaving, in the 
evening, a mostly covered and 
obscured sky. on the other hand, 
and after midnight, the front with 
a north wind will accentuate the 
instability and will generate, again, 
weak precipitation, but these being 
more generalized and abundant 
than those of yesterday.
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The arrival yesterday morning of the precipitation front that is hitting much of the Principality today.


