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GRECO REPORT

New breakthrough in preventing corruption
among parliamentarians and judges

The Council of Europe continues to warn about the composition of the CSJ and the declaration of assets

SFGA

The Minister and Secretary of State for Justice and the Interior, Ester Molné and Joan Ledn, with GRECO representatives last year.

EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The Council of Europe Group of
States against Corruption (GRE-
CO)published areport this Wed-
nesday that analyzes Andorra’s
measures to prevent corruption
among parliamentarians, jud-
ges and prosecutors. Although
it recognizes progress in seve-
ral areas, the organization high-
lights some important shortco-
mings that need to be addressed
urgently.

The report regrets that the Su-
perior Council of Justice (CS]) has
not modified its composition to
ensure a more balanced repre-
sentation of judges, magistrates
and prosecutors elected by the-
ir coworkers, despite this being
a recommendation made previ-
ously. Although it is apprecia-
ted that transparency has been

strengthened in thenomination
process, as well as in the electi-
on of the member designated by
the judicial professionals them-
selves, the document states that
these measures “donot allow for
a rebalancing of the compositi-
on of the CS] to ensure appropri-
aterepresentation”. Thisisacon-
cern for guaranteeing the inde-
pendence of the judiciary.

In the parliamentary field,
GRECO positively assesses the
implementation ofa code of con-
duct and a practical guide to fa-
cilitate its application. It high-
lights advances such as the esta-
blishmentofintegrity principles
for parliamentarians, the obliga-
tion to declare possible conflicts
of interest, including during
the mandate, and the creation
of training, control and sancti-
on mechanisms to ensure com-
pliance with the rules. Howe-

ver, it underlines as a negative
point that, although a declarati-
on of assets is now required, this
“is not public nor does it extend
to members of the parliamenta-
rians’ family, a regrettable fact
thatlimits transparency”.
Regarding efforts to pre-
vent corruption in the judicial
system, the report welcomes the
amendment to the Justice Act,
which establishes the automa-
tic renewal of the mandate of
judges and magistrates except
in cases of disciplinary liability.
It also welcomes the fact that
the disciplinary regime has be-
en revised to offer “more proce-
dural guarantees, publicity and
transparency”. It also welcomes
the fact that decisions to dismiss
prosecutors must be motivated
inwritingand thatethicsandin-
tegrity training has been imple-
mented for judges, magistrates,

ASPECTS TO BE IMPROVED

1 That the composition of
the CSJ be modified to
ensure more balanced
representation.

2 Thatthedeclarationofassets
be public and extended to
members of the family of
parliamentarians.

3 That the ethics committee
provided for by the new
code of judicial conduct be
operational soon.

4 Thatmore forceful measures
be applied to guarantee
correct applications in key
bodies such as the CSJ.

and prosecutors. However, the
body insists that “the composi-
tion of the High Council of Justi-
ce still does not ensure adequa-
te representation of members of
the judiciary elected by their co-
unterparts”.

The Council of Europealso hig-
hlights recommendations that
have not yet been fully imple-
mented. They welcome the crea-
tion of a system to provide confi-
dential adviceon ethicsandinte-
grityissues to parliamentarians,
but note that, in the case of pro-
secutors, this system is not fully
operational. It also regrets that
the ethics committee provided
for by the new code of judicial
conduct is not yet operational.
“This situation prevents us from
considering that the recommen-
dation hasbeen fullyimplemen-
ted,” the document states. ®



NO CLEAR ANSWER ON THE ASSOCIATION AGREEMENT

Espot intensifies the defense
while doubts persist

He calls the detractors “siren songs”, but does not clarify the concerns of

the citizens

LAURA GOMEZ / ALEX MONTERO
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

The debate on the Association
Agreement with the European
Union was one of the central
points of the RTVA program “El
capde Governrespond” (The He-
ad of Government Responds),
held this Wednesday. Espot be-
gan his intervention to reinfor-
ce the importance of the Associ-
ation Agreement, emphasizing
that its approval is essential to
guarantee the future of Andor-
ra. In this context, he defined
the detractors as “siren songs”
that can distort reality. “We ha-
ve been to all the parishes ans-
wering the doubts of society”
and insisted that the campaign
isnotbased on fear, but on spea-
king “clearly and loudly”.
When questioned about the
campaign budget, the president
defended that it is a legitimate
use of publicresources in the ge-
neral interest. Referring to the
impact studies prepared by the
opposition, he remarked that
“they are also paid for with pu-
blic money because they have
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«The housing —“==—=—.

problem has become
structural [...] The
Government has
turned the lights on»

been paid for with the budget of
the parliamentary groups that
are part of the general annual
budget of the Government.”
Regarding the free move-
ment of people, Espot highlig-
hted that an asymmetric solu-
tion will be implemented. “We
will be able to settle in any EU
country, but people who come
here will do so with many res-
trictions”, similar to those of the
current Qualified Immigration
Law. Three different quotas ha-
ve been planned for workers, re-

The Head of Government, Xavier Espot, during his participation in “The Head of Government Responds”.

SFGA

R

sidents and temporary workers,
with strict control of entry con-
ditions.

HOUSING CRISIS: LONG-TERM MEASU-
Res 7 Espot acknowledged that
housing prices are skyrocke-
ting, both for residents and for
immigrant workers who arri-
ve in the Principality, and sta-
ted that this situation has been
worsening since 2016 or 2017.
“The housing problem has be-
come a structural problem”, he
declared, arguing that immedi-
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ate solutions cannot be appli-
ed. “We have put the lights on
from the Government”, he assu-
red, emphasizing the develop-
ment of plans with a six or se-
ven-year view to guarantee the-
ir effectiveness. The president
also addressed the tension that
these measures generate with
homeowners, especially due to
the impact that regulations ha-
ve on the profitability of the real
estate market. “The more inter-
vention there is in housing, the
more disincentives for owners,”
he explained, while defending
thatthe Governmentisworking
to balance the needs of regulati-
on with the sustainability of the
sector.

ABORTION: LISTENING, SUPPORT AND IN-
FormATION 7 Finally, and regar-
ding the voluntary interruption
of pregnancy, Espot reiterated
his “firm conviction” that the
decriminalization or legalizati-
on of abortion is not compatible
with thestructure of the Co-Prin-
cipality. “Wanting to maintain
the structure of the Co-Principa-
lity and allowing abortions in
Andorra is not compatible,” he
stated. Despite this position, he
defended that the Government
can make progress in “the mat-
ter of women’s rights” with me-
asures that include listening to
them, providing support and
offering information on whe-
re they can interrupt their preg-
nancy outside the country. e
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