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The IAD criticizes that the proposal
tries to «contrast two balances»

Ronchera points out that the first evaluation report on the situation of women will be presented

m |nstitut Andorra
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The general secretary of the Andorra Women's Institute, Montserrat Ronchera.
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The Andorran Institute for Wo-
men (IAD) has reiterated its re-
jection of the criminalization
of abortion, an issue that once
again focused yesterday’s deba-
te at the General Council. The
general adviser of the Concor-
dia parliamentary group, Nu-
ria Segués, called for the end of
the blockade on the voluntary
termination of pregnancy, an
issue that had already been de-
bated in 2005 and 2013 without
achieving significant progress.
Minister Laudislau Baré confir-
med that the Governmentisloo-
king for a solution that guaran-

tees the protection of women
without compromising the co-
untry’s institutions.

In relation to this issue, EL PE-
RIODIC has been able to speak
with the general secretary ofthe
IAD, Montserrat Ronchera, who
has criticized attempts to con-
trast two realities that she con-
siders incompatible: on the one
hand, the position of the episco-
pal co-prince, Joan- Enric Vives,
and on the other, the desire to
unblock the situation. «They are
trying to oppose two balances
that have nothing to do», said
Ronchera, who also recalled the
words of the French co-prince,
Emmanuel Macron, affirming
that «sovereignty in this mat-

ter rests with the Andorran pe-
ople».

Ronchera has defended that
the Andorran people, through
their representatives, should be
the ones to make the decision

The government is
looking for a solution
that guarantees

the protection of
women, but does
not compromise the
country

on this issue. «This is a debate
that must be brought to the Ge-
neral Councily, sheinsisted, and
not in other areas. She also hig-
hlighted that this year the IAD
has drawn up for the first time
an assessment report on the si-
tuation of women and equality
in Andorra, where issues such
as abortion and gender-based vi-
olence have been addressed. On
the other hand, the general se-
cretary of the IAD has empha-
sized that Andorra is one of the
few democratic countries that
hasnotyetdecriminalized abor-
tion, describing this debate as
«obsolete».

Although she understands
that co-prince Vives may disa-
gree with the termination of the
pregnancy, Ronchera has stated
that «<he should accept the will
of the people». She also expres-
sed that «the legislation is out-
dated and contrary to human
rights», insisting thatitis a mat-
ter of priorities that must be ad-
dressed.

Finally, and with regard to
the Comprehensive Service for
Women (SIAT), Ronchera has as-
sured that the IAD has not re-
ceived any formal complaints.
However, she acknowledged
that there are few women who
go to SIAT to request informa-
tion or support about pregnan-
cy termination. «There is a sig-
nificantnumber of women who
choose to have an abortion out-
side the borders of Andorrav,
she concluded. ®
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REACTIONS TO THE OMNIBUS LAW

A real estate agent calls Espot'’s
statements «dangerous».

The citizen affirms that the statements can also affect the social cohesion of the entire country.
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«I make ends meet, I’'m not an
owner and [ depend solely on my
income as a businesswoman and
real estate agent.» These are the
words of Cristina, a woman who
expressed her discomfort with
the current situation in the co-
untry through a statement.

The affected person is 59 years
old and assured that she lives up
to date not because of bad mana-
gement, but because of the res-
ponsibility of taking care ofher di-
sabled daughter,whodependson
her financially. Cristina, who as-
sured that she has seen the trans-
formation of the country year af-
ter year, appealed with dismay to
the statements made on Thurs-
day by the Head of Government,
Xavier Espot, in response to the
statement issued by the real esta-
te sector and the construction on
the Omnibus Law.

The businesswoman mentio-
ned that her concern lies in the
fact that the president has made
itvery clear that <he has nointen-
tion of listening to the nine asso-
ciations in the country that com-
municated with the Government
about the Omnibus law». In this
comment, the woman also noted
that Espot’s statements sugges-
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A real estate agent calls Espot’s statements about business sectors «dangerous».

ted to her «a total disconnection,
on the part of the Government,
with the reality that the country
is experiencingy. In addition, one
of the other topics that the reader
touched on was the last laws ap-
proved, directly appealing to the
words «there is no going back»
from Espot.

As indicated by the real estate
agent, these regulations will di-
rectly affect the stability of the
economy, without taking into
account that they «affect key sec-
tors such as foreign investment»,

which is why they seem to have
been created «without reflecti-
on or consideration of the conse-
quences» that they can cause in
the future of citizens.

Following this line, Cristina
mentioned that the words of the
leaders, such as «lackofloyalty»or
the insinuations that «<some sec-
tors have already won enoughy,
are dangerous not only for gene-
rating division between citizens,
but, because it can also affect so-
cial cohesion and «the trust that
employers and citizens have in

Cristina
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«| make ends meet,
I'm not an owner
and | depend solely
on my income as a
businesswoman and
agent»

Government». Faced with the in-
sinuations that the reader draws
from thevarious Governmentsta-
tements, she reproached Espot
that «it seems to be disparaging
the productive sectors that gene-
ratejobs,investment, growth and
eCconomic security».

In expressing her discomfort,
Cristina appealed to the Govern-
ment that«Andorraisatriskoflo-
sing its essence, its stability and
the trustofall thosewhohave ma-
deitwhatitis».Finally, thereader
demanded that the Government
respond to the statement that
was presented against the Om-
nibus Law, as well as to present a
Strategic Plan that «assures all ci-
tizens that the decisions they are
making guarantee our future». e
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