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STATUS OF THE ISSUE OF THE PROBLEM

Omnibus Law: uncertainty calls into
question the effective solution to the crisis

Joan Ramon Crespo maintains that it must be accepted that there are «really disadvantaged groups»

LAURA GOMEZ RODRIGUEZ
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

Andorra lives immersed in a
deep housing crisis, a problem
that seems to have no end. Mo-
re than ayear after the first ma-
jor public mobilization, the si-
tuation has notimproved subs-
tantially, and the solutions
proposed by the Government
continue to generate doubts
and criticism. To this instabi-
lity must be added the com-
plexity of a legislative process
blocked by a set of parliamen-
taryamendments that prolong
the uncertainty.

The last few months have
been marked by the process
of creating the Omnibus Law,

was presented.

THE KEYS

The Head of Government, Xavier Espot, and the Ministers of Tourism and Commerce, Presidency, Economy, Work
and Housing and Justice and Interior, Jordi Torres, Conxita Marsol and Ester MoIné on the day the Omnibus law
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es not provide
immediate or
concrete so-
lutions» and
complains
that the de-
. mands of the
entity, which
collects the
complaints of
those affected
on a daily ba-
sis, have not
been taken in-
to account.
«What we see
is an insuffici-
ent law, which
does not res-
pond to the needs of the peo-

the Government’s big bet to try 1
to solve the crisis. But the ex-

. _ mean more waiting time
pectations of the Housing Co-

The amendments presented

ple», stated Crespo.

In addition to the lack of rea-
listic proposals, the process of
the Omnibus Law was stopped

2 The affordable rental price will
be announced this week

ordinator, an entity that has
been collecting citizens’ com- 3
plaints for some time, are far

from being fulfilled. According text

Work is underway on a Law
thatdoesnotyethaveaclosed

by a maze of amendments that
until last Friday were not for-
mally presented to the Executi-
ve to finalize the debate in Par-
liament.

4 Cases of abuse and cheating
continue to be reported

to Joan Ramon Crespo, spokes-
person for the coordinator, 5
«thebill that hasreached usdo-

After one year, the Land 6
Registry has notbeen created

Call for a new demonstration
in La Seud'Urgell

This extends the uncertainty
even further and the coordina-
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tor fears that, if the situation
does not change, many Andor-
rans will be forced to pay unaf-
fordable rents or leave the co-
untry. A fact that has already
brought to light several cases.
«Thelaw thatis being drafted is
not a real solution for the peo-
ple who live here», insisted the
spokesman. Who stressed the
importance of differentiating

In addition to the lack of

realistic proposals, the
Omnibus Law process
has been stalled by the
amendments

between the concept of social
housing and housing solutions
fortrulydisadvantaged groups.
«We are seeing that when we
talk about public rents, we are
talking about more than 800
euros. This price must not ex-
ceed 30% of a salary, if we do
the calculations, we quickly
get to more than 2,000 euros
of monthly salary», explained
Crespo, questioning whether

conclusions

these rentals are accessible to
the majority of the population.

Likewise, he warned that the
arrival of new public housing
must be accompanied by a cle-
ar definition ofits destinations
and conditions: «<We must dis-
tinguish between social hou-
sing and housing for people
who are really disadvantaged.
[ don’t see that this is really a
solution.» Another major con-
cern is the absence of the Hou-
sing Coordinator in the amend-
ment process. The organizati-
on, which knows firsthand the
reality of the affected fami-
lies, complains that, despite
multiple requests, the Gover-
nment has not contacted them
to assess their contributions.
«We have not had access to the
amendments or the final text
of the Law, nor have they lis-
tened to us», pointed out Cres-
po. Faced with this situation,
the Coordinator already counts
that it has collected more than
seventy complaints of cases
of ‘cheats’ in rental contracts,
such as fraudulent price infla-
tion and the creation of fictiti-
ous debts that harm tenants. @

No news about the
Property Registry

Crespo also expressed his con-
cernaboutthedelayin the creati-
on of the Property Registry, a me-
asure announced almost a year
ago as part of the Government’s
promises to combat housing pro-
blemsin the country.The spokes-
man for the Coordinator harsh-
ly criticized the lack of concrete-
ness of the project, emphasizing
that the Property Registry is still
not up and running. «<We have
been waiting since December of
lastyear for the Property Registry
to start, and they talked about a
period of 6 to 8 months. We are
close to ayear and still nothingis
knowny, said the spokesperson.
According to the Coordinator,
the project presented so far do-
es not effectively address essenti-
alissues such as housing price re-
gulation. «<We have not heard of
apriceregulationindex anywhe-
re in which we refer to the loca-
tion, the year of construction, if
itis renovated, if it is luxury, in
what condition are you in, what
services does it have, all thatit’s
not talked about.»

2027, A «<COMPLICATED» YEAR / Fina-
lly, the spokesman drew a pic-
ture thatis worrying for the co-
ming years if an effective solu-
tionisnotimplemented before
the extensions of the current
rental contracts end. Accor-
ding to Crespo, the absence of
clear and effective legislation
could further aggravate the
existing crisis, with hundreds
of families affected. <Withouta
correct Omnibus Law, whatwe
know is that in 2027 there will
be alot of people who may find
themselves receiving a letter
telling them that they have to

pay double what they are paying
or that they can already be found
otherflatsbecause their contract
ends», he explained. This scena-
rio, according to the spokesman,
can worsen even more if families
are unable to bear theincreasein
rent or find alternative housing:
«We have done the route, and a
two-room flat for less than 1,500
euros cannot be found». Crespo
also pointed out that the end of
the extensions means a tempo-
rary limit for many families who
currently live with a certain con-
tractual stability: «The extension
is finite and then what will hap-

pen? It is still not clear, becau-
se the housing law is not yet de-
fined.» The spokesman insisted
on the need for an immediate
solution to avoid an unsustai-
nable situation: «If the regulati-
ons do not exactly reflect a very
directandverycle- __  ar
solution for resi- «~ =
dents and natio- |
nals, there will
be a very big pro-
blemintheco-
untry». the
representa-
tive conclu-
ded.
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The poster of the call.

The next demonstration: 6D
atLaSeud'Urgell

»» On the other hand, the Housing
Coordinatorexpressedhersupport
forthe demonstration called by the
Pirineu Viu entity, which will take
place on December 6th at La Seu
d’Urgell, to demand solutions to
the serious crisis of housing that
affects Andorra and the rest of
the Pyrenees. The demonstration
seekstomakethevoice ofthe public
heard in the face of rising property
prices and the growing difficulty of
accessing decent housing.
Crespo stated that the
Coordinator will have full support:
«We will attend because we are
part of the Pirineu Viu. And we
are campaigning for people to go
down to La Sey, with the slogan Go
to La Seu, not to go live in La Seu”,
since we must «show our solidarity
and unity in the face of a situation
thataffects everyone». Crespoalso
emphasized that the housing crisis
transcends Andorra’s borders:
«This is a situation that affects
the entire Pyrenees. The people
of Andorra are leaving to live in
La Seu, and this is not an isolated
movement, itis a flagrant fact”.



