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The Madriu-Perafita-Claror va-
lley has experienced its definiti-
ve culmination this week with 
the completion of four years of 
archaeological work for the re-
modeling of the old Madriu for-
ge. An occasion that led to a spe-
cial guided tour last Wednesday 

Various authorities attend the guided tour on the occasion of the completion of the archaeological site

The Madriu forge, more ready than 
ever and fully dressed
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The Madriu forge yesterday morning, after concluding its remodeling.
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for the inauguration of the his-
toric site and which some autho-
rities of the country wanted to 
miss, such as the Consul Major 
of Escaldes-Engordany herself, 
Rosa Gili, the Deputy Syndic Ge-
neral, Sandra Codina, or the he-
ad of Culture, Youth and Sports, 
Mònica Bonell.

Precisely, Bonell remarked to 
the attending media that from 

the Ministry of Culture they are 
«very happy and satisfied» becau-
se there has been an area whe-
re all visitors to the Principality 
can understand «what happe-
ned and how iron was worked 
here». He also emphasized that 
the candidacy for his interven-
tion, which is 20 years old, was 
approved by Unesco, thus giving 
recognition to the site on an in-

The candidacy for 
the intervention was 
approved by Unesco, 
with international 
recognition
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ternational scale. With the clo-
sure of the space, Bonell added 
that there is the intention that 
from next year different guided 
routes will be organized in the 
area so that all citizens and tou-
rists «observe how the forge was 
worked, with a series of signs al-
ready in place». It is worth saying 
that tomorrow will be the last 
guided tour of the site this sum-
mer.

Aside from that, the expla-
nation provided by the head 
of the expedition and Govern-

ment cultural heritage techni-
cian, Olivier Codina, was fran-
kly interesting about the func-
tion of the Madriu forge, a steel 
complex that dates back to the 
century XVIII, as well as the dif-
ferent interventions that are 
being carried out around lives-
tock structures that even pre-
date the construction of the for-
ge. In this way, the director of 
the expedition emphasized that 
«the entire feed channel and the 
base of the forge are made of wo-
od» and highlighted the recre-
ation that the Government has 
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«The entire feed channel and the base of the 
forge are made of wood [...] We have restored 
part of the wall, which was where the coal bin 
was located»

«We are very happy because there is an area 
left where all visitors can understand what 
happened and how iron was worked»
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Remodeling of the Madriu forge.

The tank that fed the 
steel structure could 
measure between 
twenty and thirty 
meters high

prepared of what all this materi-
al looked like.

Along these lines, Codina poin-
ted out that the tank that fed the 
steel structure could measure 
between twenty and thirty me-
ters high, and was the main base 
of the forge. On the other hand, 
the expert in archaeological cul-
tural heritage pointed out the 
importance of the restoration 
of the site, explaining that it had 
made it possible to understand 
and study the beginnings of Ca-
talan forges. Regarding the re-
modeling, Codina said that they 
have restored part of the wall of 
the forge, which was where the 
coal mine was located, after the 
space was modernized in the 
19th century.

To finish, the technician con-
tinued the explanation focu-
sing on the closure of the coal 
room and the covering of a ro-
of for the forge to achieve the ef-
fect similar to a factory. At the 
same time, he described that its 
operation came thanks to a hou-
se that is next to it, of which on-
ly the walls have been consoli-
dated and its entire facade pre-
vails, which is why it could not 
be completely excavated. In ad-
dition, he commented that of 
the 16 forges that existed in 
Andorra, only the Rosell forge 
is known to have had its plans 
drawn up by an engineer, since 
the others were made by blacks-
miths. .
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