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The UCI MTB World Cup Cham-
pionships officially started last 
Monday. From this Monday, Au-
gust 26th to Sunday, Septem-
ber 1st, La Massana will host the 
most important event in the co-
untry in this 2024. The general 
director of Pal Arinsal and the 
championships, Josep Martice-
lla, reported that «the objecti-
ve is to sell between 20,000 and 
25,000 tickets. Currently, nearly 
8,000 have been sold.» Last Mon-

The initial forecast by the organization is to welcome approximately 80,000 spectators
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The different authorities of the organization of the MTB World Championships.
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day there were already 3,000 pe-
ople in the Pal area, including 
all the runners, 711, and their 
teams.

In this sense, the consul ma-
jor of the parish and president 
of the Committee of Honor of 
the UCI MTB World Champi-
onships, Eva Sansa, defined the 
event as a «key moment» and it 
is expected to welcome around 
80,000 spectators. For this rea-
son, «hotels and shops have be-
en involved in the project for 
some time», detailed Sansa. So, 
due to the large turnout that 

will be in the entire parish, but 
more specifically in the sector 
where the competition takes 
place, Sansa recommended the 
use of public transport, as the 
road will be closed from Erts.

A key factor for the good de-
velopment of the competiti-
on will be the weather condi-
tions, a fact for which Marti-
cella clarified that «we will be 
ready to adapt», although he 
acknowledges that «there will 
be complicated days». With re-
gard to the economic objecti-
ve of the championships, the 
main one is to «achieve budge-
tary balance», detailed the di-
rector of the UCI MTB World 
Championships, recalling that 
the budget is four million eu-
ros.

On the other hand, the di-
rector general of Andorra Tu-
risme, Betim Budzaku, focused 
his statements on weighing the 
importance of promoting the 
country as an ideal style for cy-
cle tourism: «We want to posi-
tion ourselves as an internati-
onal brand», he said. In additi-
on, Budzaku emphasized that 
the more than 400 participants 
and their different nationaliti-
es «indirectly promote Andor-
ra».

Finally, the UCI Mountain Bi-
ke consultant, Simon Burney, 
added that «a World Champi-
onships is the biggest event 
possible and we are at one of 
the most important mountain 
headquarters». .

The UCI MTB World Championships 
expect to sell up to 25,000 tickets
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«We will be ready to 
adapt to the conditions, 
although there will be 
complicated days»-

Consul Major of la Massana
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se platforms and has called in-
to question Telegram’s commit-
ment to privacy and freedom of 
expression.

Pavel Durov has been a key fi-
gure in the defense of the cryp-
to ecosystem and online pri-
vacy for years. Telegram, un-
der his leadership, has become 
a popular platform among acti-
vists, journalists and users who 
value the security of their com-
munications.

Durov’s arrest has been inter-
preted by many as a direct at-
tack on these values. So far, the 
exact reasons for Durov’s arrest 
have not been officially revea-
led.

Speculations point to a pos-
sible relationship with Tele-

The arrest of Pavel Durov, foun-
der and CEO of Telegram has sha-
ken the world of messaging plat-
forms. This case has resumed the 
debate on the regulation of the-
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Durov arrested in 
Europe: A blow 
to freedom of 
expression

gram’s refusal to cooperate 
with the authorities in various 
investigations and different 
crimes that fall on him as Du-
rov is responsible for the plat-
form.

Durov’s arrest could have 
serious consequences for Te-
legram and its users. First, it 
could mark the beginning of a 
campaign of repression against 
the platform, with possible 
blocking or restrictions on its 
activity in several countries.

Second, it could undermi-
ne users’ trust in the platform, 
which until now had been con-
sidered one of the safest pla-
ces to communicate online. To 
overcome this crisis, Telegram 
will have to demonstrate that 

it is able to cooperate with the 
authorities without altering 
the privacy of its users.

This could involve imple-
menting technical measures to 
identify and report illegal acti-
vities without compromising 
the security of legitimate com-
munications. The arrest of Pa-
vel Durov opens a new chapter 
in the history of Telegram and 
raises questions about the fu-
ture of instant messaging plat-
forms.

It is necessary to find a balan-
ce between freedom of expres-
sion and security, but this ba-
lance cannot be achieved at the 
expense of users’ privacy. .
President and founder of And-
blockchain
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The young Andorran driver, Tony Cachafeiro, finishes among 
the top 20 in the IAME Euro Series
el periòdic
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andorran pilot Tony Cachafeiro during the race.

The Andorran pilot Tony Cacha-
feiro, only 11 years old, continu-
es his progression in karting in a 
2024 full of successes, in which 
he added one more at internati-
onal level, finishing among the 
top 20 of 86 in the prestigious IA-
ME Euro series Cachafeiro compe-
ted head-to-head with more expe-
rienced drivers on circuits new to 

to new conditions for the Andor-
ran and which ended by quali-
fying for the grand final, in which 

him, and closed this weekend at 
the Genk circuit. An intense wee-
kend full of learning how to adapt 

he finished in 18th  place. And 
with no time to rest, Tony Cacha-
feiro will contest from this Satur-
day in Xiva (Valencia) the third 
round of the Valencian Karting 
Championship (CKCV), which 
brings together most of the par-
ticipants of the Spanish Karting 
Championship (CEK). In both, 
the Andorran is in contention to 
be the champion in what is now 
his last season in the ‘Mini’ cate-
gory. .
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