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Landowners want more control
over ‘chaotic’ construction

They are asking for an update of the land law
and limit foreign real estate investment

»» A moment from the APTA press conference, in Andorra la Vella.

‘ ‘ EL PERIODIC pieces must be connected. We can’t
ANDORRALAVELLA continue as we have been», warned
[ @periodicAND Duré, who began by asking for an

fter three years of private

reflection, the Association

of Andorran Land Owners

APTA)decided yesterday to
make public its opinion regarding
the current problems of housing,
real estate speculation and the ro-
le that, in its opinion, the owners of
private land must play. And as ex-
plained by the president of the en-
tity, Josep Duré, «if we don’t want
to end up damaging the heritage of
our mountain country», a rethin-
king of the system is needed to stop
the growth of a «chaotic» construc-
tion that affects the same for all pa-
rishes. «<Andorra is a puzzle and the

update of the «totally outdated»
land law of 2002. In this sense, he
recalled that 85% of the territory
of the Principality is owned by the
Administration (mainly municipa-
lities and quarters) and 15% is pri-
vate, but only between 6 and 7% of
this is buildable, fact which «gene-
rates confusion because it seems
that, as there are many lands, the-
re are many owners, but it must be
putin context, making it clear that
the main people responsible for this
management are the Government,
the General Council and the muni-
cipalities».

Once all legislation is reviewed

and updated, the APTA calls fora co-
untry planning strategy to be deve-
loped with the support of property
owners to «bring our vision of rea-
lity» and reverse the current situati-
on «quietly, guaranteeing legal cer-
tainty». Because the fact that each
municipality «is different» with dif-
ferent construction regulations
causes «contradictions» that trans-
late into this urban «chaos» that
they denounce, in addition to being
a «threat» marked by sustainability
and population density . <We have
to make an intelligent distributi-
on of the territory. It is clear that in
the capital there cannot be the sa-
me population density asin Soldeu,
therefore, a global definition of the
type of housing that must exist in
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each place is needed», insisted Du-
16, while the entity’s treasurer, Jor-
di Cerqueda, called for a «deep de-
bate between institutions and eco-
nomic and social sectors». And he
added: «<we also need a strict set of
rules that ensures quality and defi-
nes the obligations of promoters».
Another piece that does not qui-
te fitinto the landowners’ puzzle is
foreign investment: «This is a criti-
cal point. If no one helps the small
and medium-sized owners, the big
foreign developers will come and
buy their land [...] We already know
that foreign investment cannot
be limited, but there can be tools
to control it, and other small and
mountain countries ones have been
doing it for a long time», affirmed

They also require collaboration with all
administrations when approving ordinances

[

JOSEP DURO
PRESIDENT OF THE APTA

«|t seems that, as there
are many lands, there
are many owners, but
the person responsible
for their management is
the Administration»

JORDI CERQUEDA
TREASURER OF THE APTA

«[A] deep debate
between institutions and
actors is needed. And

a strict set of rules that
defines the obligations»

Duré. However, he denounced that
alarge foreign investor can come to
Andorrato carryoutalarge project,
but that a small Andorran owner, if
he is not part of certain bodies, do-
esnotreceive approval from the Ad-
ministration.

socIAL PURPOSE / The APTA defends
the rights and interests of small,
medium and large owners of un-
developed land that account for th-
ree quarters of the Principality’s
unbuilt surface. Its will is to «en-
sure the preservation of heritage»
and «to value the growth needs of a
mountain country». Thus, the ma-
jority of these properties, stated
Dur6, «come from centuries» and
should not be intended especially
for construction, but serve to «res-
pect our roots, nature and the co-
untry». However, Cerqueda clarifi-
ed that aland is worth according to
its urban planning opportunities,
which is cextremely dangerous», be-
cause, in the case of Andorra, it has
caused a great economic and social
dependence on construction. =
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Football » Interview with Eder Sarabia

« ' hemain objectiveisto consolidate ourselvesin
the category, and we will put everything we have»

EDER SARABIA Coach of FC Andorra

H EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY
[7] @PeriodicAND
Eder Sarabia is fa-
.‘. cing his third se-
‘® ason in charge of
I.a?gcl FC Andorra after
arriving in the
& SmartBank Principalityin Ja-

nuary 2021. The
Basque coach was one of the archi-
tects, ifnot the main one, of the pro-
motion last campaign, placing the
team in Laliga Smartbank for the
first time in its history. Now, they
have quite a challenge ahead of
them, and the tricolor set wants to
be at the level of what is required in
acompetition such as the silver divi-
sion of Spanish football.

-Did Eder Sarabia have a holiday?
-We already know that in this pro-
fession, and being active, you ne-
ver have holidays (laughs). You're al-
ways on the lookout for everything,
aren’t you? Of the pre-season, of the
friendly matches, of all the changes
weare having atclublevel, stadium,
training place, etc. I tried to take ad-
vantage of a few days in Mallorca,
Menorca and the Canary Islands,
but in the end you are always wai-
ting, and even more so ifyou ma-
ke a leap as big and as impor-
tantas we did.

-How did you see the players
during the return? Especially
the new ones.

—The truth is that very well, be-
cause all the work we did last ye-
ar, at footballing and non-footba-
lling level, team, cohesion, unity
isnoticeable and maintained. Kee-
ping alotofthe block from lastye-
ar somehow forces the new ones
to adapt quickly, but they have
all integrated very well, they ha-
ve all understood what the phi-
losophy and culture of this team
is. After all, you sign because you
know them football-wise and you
also find out what they are like as
people. AsIalways say, we don’t ne-
ed the best, we need the most sui-
table.

-How do you understand that such
young players have been signed?

-We wanted players with experien-
ce in the competition, as is the ca-
se with Raul Lizoain, Diego Allende
or Jacobo. We know that they have
animportant talent and understan-
ding, and youth also gives you ex-
tra hunger, a desire to learn, a desi-
re to have an important challenge
like this year’s in such a complica-
ted category. People who fight to de-
ath with what is asked of them, and
in this sense I think that players ha-

ve come who have clearly bet to be
here and we will try to face this cha-
llenge with the greatestenthusiasm
and ambition possible.

-So ,experience had nothing to do
with age?

—-Itwould be amixture.That they ha-
ve this know how to manage at cer-
tain times, because we will have mo-
ments of difficulty, moments of at-
mosphere that many of the players
we have, have not yet ex-
perienced. We still
need one more
player to give us
that point. There
have been players
that we have ca-
lled and they ha-
ve chosen other
projects. In the
end, those who
are here are be-
cause they really
wanted and bet, they
are ambitious,
they are

hungry and they like what is propo-
sed to them. Soit’s this mix between
experience, conviction and hunger.

-How is the striker’s issue progres-
sing? What profile do you want?

-We are open to different profiles.
It will be a demanding year and I 1i-
ke that there is competition. I like
being able to choose depending a
little on the match, the opponent
or how [ see the states of form. We
may need someone who s a refe-
rence, butwearealsolooking
forplayerswho go tospace.
There is less and less, and
themarkethasn’tmoved
much either.

—-Is there a name you
would like to have?
Apart from Riqui Puig.
‘Y -Riqui Puig’s the-

~ me is perfect for me
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to explain (laughs). It came out as
a bit of a joke, but in the end these
players that I can have in mind, so-
meofwhomIhavecoached, arenow
unattainable. We can be very attrac-
tive for a specific player profile, who
wants to perform and in some ca-
ses to be able to continue growing
and enjoy.  wouldn’t tell you a spe-
cific name, because to be able to ha-
ve these players we still need a little
bit of growth, one or two years. We
must consolidate ourselves in the
category and from here we can aspi-

«\We are missing

two or three players

who can make the

difference, and our

potential will depend
on this»

re to them.

-FC Andorra will be the
only debutant team in
the category. Do you
wantthisfacttobe pre-
sent in the dressing ro-
om?

-I'want him to be present
to appreciate it, and a lot. We
must keep in mind everythi-

ng that has been achieved and
how it has been achieved. Feel
privileged and take advantage
of this exceptional thing. It’s
something we want to hold
on to. It would be very impor-
tant to be able to consolida-
te as a team in the professio-
nal football league, and I think
that this is the main objective
and we are going to give everyt-
hing from ourside.
!
-You will experience duels whe-
re the rival team will have 20,000
fans cheering...
-Thisis the challenge, to be prepa-
red forit.

-Do you think you will have a quality
group to do it?
-My obligation as a coach is to en-
sure that we have it. I'm happy
with the squad we’re doing. We
are missing two or three players
who can make a difference for
us, and our potential will de-
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pend a little on that. I have to know
how to prepare the team as well as
possible, and in this case the men-
talaspectwillbeveryimportant. We
managed it very well last year, and [
must try to pass on my experience of
what I have lived in different envi-
ronments, contexts and categories
sothattheyaddittoall the qualities
they have and help us with the goal.

-The first three games will be away
and against historicalrivals of the eli-
te. Does it worry you?

-It will be complicated, but very ex-
citing. We are already preparing
and analyzing things, especially
from the first two days. It is incre-
dible that we can have this oppor-
tunity to start against such histo-
ric teams, in such beautiful fields
and such atmospheres of football.
We are very optimistic and very po-
sitive, and we will always see it from
the side of excitement, of challenge,
oftrying to surpass ourselves. This is
one of my main qualities and what I
try to convey to the players.

-When entering professional foot-
ball, do you think that your position
as a coach will look more closely?

—-That’s what I said when I arrived. I
am the most demanding of myself
and I try to take advantage of everyt-
hinglhavelearned to try tobebetter
every day, correcting the mistakes I
could make before. There is always
pressure, and the higher up, the mo-
re. ButIalso understand thatl am
in a different, special club, in which
we have this tranquility towork and
the conviction of what the path is.
There will be moments and seasons
that can be more complicated and it
will be a long distance race, which
wemostlywant toenjoy. The pressu-
reis hereand you need to know how
tohandleit.Luckily,Ihave experien-
ced important situations that help
me to be calm and normal, and abo-
veall tocontrolwhatisin our hands.

-Has the Eder Sarabia who was inthe
First Division changed from the one
now?

—-Sometimes, when we don’t know
people, wejudge them by some facts
or by what we see in a certain per-
formance, on TV or by what they ha-
ve told us. I am a respectful person,
with my feet on the ground, who co-
me from very important places but
who adapt perfectly to other catego-
ries and other environments. That
hetries, asmy father used to say, not
todowhatIdon’tlike being done to
me. I try to convey confidence, natu-
ralness, normality, and obviously I
have character, passion, and I like
to experience things intensely, but
from closeness and naturalness. =
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