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The consulate serves about 100 tourists, while
some have already been able to retum

About 30 Ukrainians are waiting for a solution in a | The residents’ association regrets that they have

hotel in the capital that they have paid until day 1
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n the second day of the

Russian invasion of

Ukraine, frantic activity

continued at the head-
quarters of the Honorary Consula-
te of Ukraine in Andorra. Honorary
Consul Antoni Zorzano explained
that he was looking after a hundred
tourists from that country. Specifi-
cally, a group of 40 people are in a
hotel in Andorra la Vella, with the
expenses paid until March 1st and
waiting for a solution from that
date. In fact, nine members of this
group had managed to leave, lea-
ving only 31. And they were not the
only ones, as some of the three hun-
dred Ukrainian visitors to Andorra
had returned to their country <wor-
ried about the family» mostly by air
to nearby cities and then by land».
We’re working on solutions on the
fly, and more and more people are
volunteering to help, as well as the
institutions», Zorzano said. In fact,

Montaner calls
for «<neutrality»

in the government
and «respect» for the
Russian community
living in Andorra

Ukrainian tourists were still unable
to pay with their credit cards, and
many were only guaranteed to stay
untilday 1.

For her part, the president of the
Association of Ukrainians in Andor-
ra, Anastasia Kravets, explained that
she was making various arrange-
ments, some of which were coordi-
nated with the consulate and others
on her own. In some cases, they help
tourists from their country who are
in Andorra to visitrelatives or for bu-
siness,and whohave found a placein
their homes, and also make arrange-
ments for the same relatives who live
in Ukrainewith moneyand transpor-
tation».The truth is that the drama
has united more Ukrainians living
in Andorra, and even some Russians,
whileIregret thatwe have not found
so much solidarity among the local
population», he said. In this regard,
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found little solidarity among the local population

Escura (left) and Cortés (right) in Lviv.

Escura, one step away from crossing the
border into Poland
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Former Andorran internatio-
nal footballer and current physi-
cal trainer of the Ukrainian wo-
men’s national football team, Jor-
di Escura, is one step away from
beingable to cross the border from
Ukraine to Poland. Escura, who is
traveling by van with former Bar-
ca women’s coach and current
Ukrainian women'’s coach Lluis
Cortés, took 19 hours to cover the
approximately 500 kilometers be-
tween the capital, Kiev, and the
border city of Lviv, with the main
goal of being able to get to Poland,
and from there find the best soluti-
on toreturn home. They both arri-

vedin LvivlastThursday morning,
and the plan is to travel the 50 ki-
lometers that separate them from
the neighboring country at night.

«We haven’t been able to sle-
ep much since we left Kiev», Escu-
ra said, adding that when she ar-
rived in Lviv, «the situation is dif-
ferent. We were able to get out of
the hotel, walk the streets, and eat
out». However, the Principality
also wanted to speak clearly, sta-
ting that «<we do not know what
will happen next. We will have to
see how theroads are near the bor-
der, but what we have clear is that
we want to get out, as soon as pos-
sible. The situation on the outs-
kirts of Kiev, as both Escura and

Cortés showed, was a real mess».
There were people with suitcases
and bags, and roads full of vehicles
trying to get out of the capitaly,
they said, noting that in their ca-
se, the couple’s reaction was very
quick, in addition to being able to
counton thehelpofthe Ukrainian
Football Federation.

At the close of this paper editi-
on, Escura and Cortés were prepa-
ring to leave for Poland at night
to try to cross the border. The ot-
her three Andorrans are also hea-
ding towards the same border, ac-
cording to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, from which they assured
that they are in constant contact
with them.

Armed conflictis
hurting some travel
agencies

»» One of the sectors most affec-
ted by the pandemic was travel
agencies, and after Russia’s ag-
gression on Ukraine, companies
working with tourists from Eas-
tern Europe regretted that their
situation has become unsustai-
nable. The co-owner of the Open
Andorra travel agency, Yulia Ko-
valeva, said that despite the pre-
carious situation they are facing
due to the covid and the war, they
are now focusing on helping the
Ukrainians return to their co-
untry».Many of them were sight-
seeing and skiing in the Principa-
lity. As a result of the outbreak of
the conflictlast morning, many of
them had to cancel their activiti-
es, «she said. She also explained
that the agency was able to send
threefamiliesto Barcelona, two of
whom took a flight to Poland and
one of them - consisting of eight
people - is still in the Principality».
From the agency we offer them
our help in finding flights or flats
to Andorra», said Kovaleva.

he added that there were two types
ofreactions among the resident Rus-
sian population: those who regret-
ted the war and offered to help, and
those who did not even want to he-
araboutit.

On the other hand, the non-attac-
hed general councilor, Carine Mon-
taner, asked the government last
Thursday for <neutrality, as Andorra
hasalways done, afact thathas given
us 700years of peace», shestated. She
added: «Neutrality on all geopolitical
issuesand especiallyin thefield ofar-
med conflict». Finally, she called for
«respect» for the Russian community
livingin Andorra.On theotherhand,
the deputy chairwoman of the De-
mocratic parliamentary group, Mo-
nica Bonell, took part last Thursday
in the extraordinary meeting of the
joint committee of the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council of Eu-
rope (PACE), where the Russian inva-
sion of Ukraine was addressed with
the intervention of the two delegati-
ons involved. =
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The reasoner warns that the
housing problem is getting worse

The institution has received about 80 complaints in two months, when it usually receives 150 in a year
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tal housing will have to be extended,
o and not just one year».But two or th-
EEEEEEERERS R — : ree if necessary» .If the situation is

worse than it was three years ago,
the measures will have to be exten-
ded for as long as there are enough
flats on the market for prices to sta-
bilize». The aim, according to Vila,
is to maintain, among other measu-
res, the freezing of rents «until mar-
ket tensions are more reasonable».
Many of the complaints received
by the landlord are about the land-
lord’s attempt to evict the tenant in
order to significantly increase the
rental price. Thus, a specific case
of this practice is that of a landlord

Victor Filloy recalls
that creating too many
officially protected flats
has caused problems in
some countries

......

whotold his tenantthatifhewanted
to continue in the flat he would ha-
ve to pay 1,150 euros instead of the
750 he had stipulated so far» What
I'm doing is trying to reassure peo-
ple who are suffering from a case li-
ke this by informing them that they
can take advantage of the extensi-

»» The reasoner of the citizen, Marc Vila, calls for action to solve the problem of the lack of affordable rental housing.

‘ EL PERIODIC moderate their prices is that some of MARC VILA on of the rent», Vila said. For this re-
EES@CPAeLriZSi;i:(;ORDANY themore than 6,000 homesin the co- THE REASONER OF THE CITIZEN ason, the reasoner understands that
untry, as announced a few days ago «until there are no results» of the

e pr_oblem of I}igh ren_tal by the Ministrygf ‘Housing, theycan « | ! m no’[iCing an increase in actior}s carrigd out by the National
housing prices is affecting be rented. In this sense, Vila advoca- | . i b i | dl d h Housing Institute (INH) «xmeasures

more and more people and, tes carrying out fieldwork to have compilaints apout landloras wno, such as the freezing of rents» should
itseems,isstillalongwayoff. more details on the characteristics . . not be lifted». These statements by

This can be deduced, at least, from of these flats «<without waiting for |OOk|ng for EXCUSES, want to terminate the reasoner of the citizen coincide
the statistics compiled by the citi- the commissioning» of the National the contract» in time with those made last Thurs-
zen’s reasoner, who has seen an in- Habitat Institute (INH). It would be a day by the Minister of Territory and
crease in consultations in this area  question of determining how many Housing, Victor Filloy, according to
since the beginning of_ the_yea.r. And ofthese vacant flats could be incor- «|f the situation is worse th anitwas whlch growing too fastin afforc}able
ifinanormalyear theinstitutionre- porated into the real estate market, ) housing has caused problems in so-
ceives about 150 complaints about ~ with the necessary legal accompa- three years ago, the measures will me countries, where now «they do
this issue, so far this year, with the nying measures before the situation not know what to do with so many
month of February still unfinished, could worsen further in the coming have to be eXtended for as |Ong as public protection flats». Filloy told
it has already received about eighty. months».We have to see the formu- N ecessary» RTVA that «it’s hard to make people
This is a very high figure compared lasthatcanbeimplemented and not understand that things are being
to otheryears, «<and at theend of the  waitanotheryeartostartdoingitbe- done». In this regard, he mentioned
year it will be very high if this trend cause otherwise everything will be  aim should therefore be to speed up thanisbeing done». the freezing of rents, the relaxation
continues».Sorry, they’re trying to  delayed and with the economic re- the actions taken by the administra- On the other hand, the head of of criteria for the emergence of flats
terminate the contract», said Marc covery and the democratic increa- tions:«lalreadyagreethatthingsare the institution considers that toad- and the creation of'social and affor-
Vila’s reasoning officer. se that Andorra is experiencing, in  beingdone, butthe processesshould dress this issue, as the Government dable housing, as well as the study

Given this scenario, one possibi- a few months we will bein an even be speeded up a bit; I think thisis- has done again this year, measures thatis being promoted on the real
lity for more flats and, therefore, to  worse situation «, stressed Vila. The sueneedstobe tackled morequickly aimedatprotecting peoplewithren- needsin thisarea.=
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