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Hotels expect 75% occupancy

during the Christmas holidays

Paris says that the trend for these dates is that | The president of the UHA assures that some

there is more traffic for New Year’s Eve
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e hotel sector expects to
close the last month of the
year with around 80% oc-
cupancy, as announced by

the president of the Hotel Union of
Andorra (UHA), Jordi Paris. This ye-
ar, these are very good dates for the
group, as both Christmas and New
Year’s fall on weekend and, in addi-
tion, they are without restrictions
of any kind for the first time since
2019.

Thus, according to the state-
ments of the president of the UHA
on the 23rd «the forecast for occu-
pancy for the Christmas holiday
was between 70 and 75%, depen-
ding on the parishes and the cate-
gory of hotels». These figures, howe-
ver, will have to be confirmed once

This year’s
reservations do not
increase compared to
last year, but they do
equal those of 2019

the Three Kings day has passed. In
this sense, «more people are expec-
ted on New Year’s Eve than at Ch-
ristmas», a «<normal» trend at this
time. «<From today [Sant Esteve] is
when most of the accommodations
are almost at their absolute peak.»
For this reason, the forecast for the
entryof2023 «is toreach this 80% of
employment», he added.

In this way, the president of the
UHA celebrated that «<we are wor-
king with pre-pandemic figures»,
although «there has not been an in-
crease» compared tolastyearbecau-
se«the circumstances have notbeen
the same» and therefore cannot be
bought. First of all, because in 2021
there was «a euphoria to go out, be-
aring in mind that there were still

»» Archive image of tourists along Meritxell Avenue.

geographical restrictions» and in-
ternational trips could not be ma-
de either. Afterwards, many people
arrived in the country to celebrate
New Year’s Eve with great enthusi-
asm because «it was a season and a
halfthatI couldn’t ski». In conclusi-
on, this year’s reserves have not suf-
fered an increase compared to the
previous year, but they have equa-
led the forecast for 2019, which al-
sotouched 80%. However, «<some ho-
tels, not all, will hang the complete
poster». In fact, «<some already have
it for certain days».

What hasindeed increased is the
price.«Youcanclearlysee thatthere
has been an increase,» acknowled-
ged Paris, «<but it was out of neces-
sity. The situation demands it and
there are more expenses, the situa-
tion is whatitis».

Asforthenationalities ofthe cus-
tomers, «<we are in a normal situati-
on and we receive customers from
all markets, except the Russian one,
which is closed». In relation to this,
heemphasized that Andorra’s hotel
sector «is recovering all the operati-
ons of French, English, Belgian tou-

L.B.S.

rists, etc.» and even Israelis. He al-
so emphasized the fact that, on the
contrary, «the markets mostlimited
by the war situation are still not re-
ached because they are recovering».
Also, Paris stressed that a distincti-
on must be made between the ac-
commodation closest to the ski slo-
pes, where there are more interna-
tional customers, and the center of
Andorra,where «<domestic» tourism
takeson moreweight. Lastly,inrela-
tion to the current tendency to lea-
ve reservations until the last minu-
te, the president of the UHA pointed

accommodations will hang the complete sign

Jordi Paris

PRES. OF THE HOTEL UNION OF ANDORRA

«We are in anormal
situation and we
receive customers
from all markets,
except those limited
by the war, which are
recovering»

«|tis clear that prices
have increased, but it
was out of necessity.
The situation
demands it and there
are more expenses»

outthatthisisnotthecaseatChrist-
mas, New Year’sand the Three Kings
day because «these are times when
people ‘anticipate’ and that require
alotofforesight.Ontheother hand,
there are also no cancellations like
those that occurred last year: «Last
year, with the sixth wave, there we-
re mainly cancellations due to con-
tagion. Now we have to take into ac-
count that the health crisis is over»,
he celebrated. =
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Interview

«[trytolearn everything I can,

from

theplaceslgoand the people Imeet»

ALBERT RAMOS Tennis player (humber 39 in the ATP ranking)

ALEXANDER SCHEUBER

all kinds of moments, good and bad,
and you have to know how to deal
with both. 2022 has had quite good
moments, and others not so much,
and the important thing is to always
try to follow. When things are going
well it is much easier, but when thi-
ngs are not going so well you have to
try to find mental solutions and try
to compete better. See what is being
done wrong to improve it. After all,
thisis sport.

-You started competing at 16 years
old. Has Albert Ramos changed from
that moment to today?

-I have the same illusion as at that
moment. Looking back, you always
see things that could have been do-
ne better, and others that were do-
ne well. IfTwent back, some things
would change, obviously. Some way
of working, something I could ha-
ve done better, but I've always had a
clear conscience. Everything I've do-
ne,I've done to the best of my ability,
trying to be as professional as possi-
ble and what I thought was best for
_| my career.

- | ~What s the key to staying in the elite
_| for as many years as you?

- —Train a lot and always try to impro-
ve. Every year I try to do new things,
techniques, tactics, try to always ha-

‘ EL PERIODIC ring the pre-season? ve the illusion to keep learning. I
LAMASSANA -It’s a little different. A lot of gym, a have done very well with this
[ @PeriodicAND lot of training and some technical mentality.

changes. There are always things to
improve, even if with age it seems
not, but things are tried to raise the
level (laughs). And we focus on this,
with a lot of training volume and
many hours.

Albert Ramos Vinolas (Barcelona,
1988) is one of the most recognized
Spanish tennis players in the world
and the most influential in this
sport. Almost four years ago, Ramos
settled in the Principality, and sin-
ce then it is not unusual to see him
training in one of the country’s faci-
lities. At the end of the 2022 season,
the Catalan secured the 39th place

—-At 34 years old, how do you
see the young men and wo-
men who start to stand out
early?

—-As with everything, the-
re are people who are mo-
re advanced at a youn-
ger age, they have a
gift, more physica-

«During the seasons
there will be good
and bad moments,
and you have to

-How can you maintain a balance be-
tween rest and training?
-That’s what I wonder too (laughs).

they reach the elite early. But there
are also others who don’t. In the end
everyoneiswhattheyare,andIthink
everyone has their own process. The-
re are people who are lucky enough
to stand out very early, but that do-
es not determine the potential they
can have.

-You were 17th in the world and you
also started to stand out early. How
do you find this?

-It is a matter of oneself. In my ca-
se, I have a very good environment
that has always protected me from
everything, the good and the bad.
Both my coach and my team in gene-
ral have been good people who knew
how to treat me. My family too, and
Ithink that’simportant. An environ-
ment where people do not create fal-
seexpectations,donot put toomuch
pressure, donotgenerate alot of noi-
se around. In addition, in my case,
I have a fairly calm profile (laughs).

-Would any moment from your entire
sports career stand out?

—-Therearemanymoments.Icouldn’t
say one, becauseit’sbeen so manyye-
ars... But I always try to learn from
everything I can, from all the people
I meet and from all the places I go,
and I think that, in general, everyt-
hing has served me to move forward.

-When you stop being a
player, would you like to
contribute your bit to
Andorran tennis?

-My family is de-
lighted with the co-
untry and the peo-
ple.Iam very grateful
to Andorra, for welco-
ming me in such a ni-
ceway, and the dayIretire
we will see what happens.
I hope it will be a long
e time from now
>~ (laughs).=
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ambition and a new mindset.

-How was the final stretch of the 2022
season and the pre-season that has
started?

-It’salwaysabitthe same.The tennis
player competes 10 months ayearin
a row. In 30 weeks you have about
34 tournaments, plus some rest. It’s
non-stop. As for the pre-season we
set two weeks of rest and six of trai-
ning, which isvery hard because you
have to try to accumulate a lot of
work load to maintain what you ha-
ve gained during the year, but also
not to tire yourself excessively.

-Does the way you train change du-

how we do it, it’s non-stop, but it al-
sohasits positive sideand it’s that, at
the end of the day, we do what we li-
ke the most and we feel very accom-
plished.

-They open the new season with the
United Cup for national teams. How
do you see this new creation?

-It’s different. Similar to the Davis
Cup, but with men’s and women’s
categories, in addition to the mixed
category. We don’t have much infor-
mation, butwe’ll see how itall turns
out.

-What would stand out from 2022?
-The seasons are verylong. There are
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