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Armed conflict. » Bombings in Eastern Europe

dic News

Espot calls on Russia to stop

hostilities and step back

The government aligns itself with NATO countries
and defends the territorial integrity of Ukraine
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rime Minister Xavier Es-

pot has called on Russia to

stop hostilities in Ukrai-

ne and to step back «befo-
re the conflict becomes more ca-
tastrophic». In thisregard, the Exe-
cutive aligns with the dynamics
of most of the European countri-
es that are part of the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO),
which completely reject the inva-
sion of Ukrainian territory by the
Russian army for the past 24 hours
and «<we defend the territorial inte-
grity of Ukraine». Similarly, Espot
called for «peace» and added that
«war can never be a solution to con-
troversy».

The government acknowled-
ged that the escalation of violen-
ce in Eastern Europe is a matter of
concern to all. «<We are afraid», Es-
pot said, referring to the humani-
tarian crisis that could arise from
the armed conflict. In this regard,
he made it clear that «the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs is working hard
to manage the repatriation of the
four residents who are in Ukraine
and we are in contact with themny.
He also thanked the Spanish em-
bassy for collaborating to evacuate
citizens as soon as possible to the
Polish border.

Regarding the Ukrainian citi-
zens in the Principality, Espot sta-
ted that «the law allows them to
stay in Andorra as a tourist for a
period not exceeding three mont-
hs». However, if the conflict esca-
lates and citizens need to stay lon-
ger in the country, <chumanitarian
solutions will be sought because
we do not want to force anyone to
travel towar-torn territory». Howe-
ver, the executive is confident that
there is still «<room for improve-
ment» and hopes that the situati-
on will return to normal «as soon
as possible».

Regarding the possible increa-
se in energy prices due to the con-
flict, the head of government sta-
ted that«we are a resilient country
in the face of rising electricity pri-
ces and we will contain it as stron-
gly as we can, but everything has
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One of the moments of the attack that took place on Thursday morning in Kiev.

Jover warns that the conflict will affect the country’s economy and

energy

»» The Minister of Finance and
spokesman, Eric Jover, explai-
ned to Radio i Televisié d’Andor-
ra (RTVA) that «the conflictbetwe-
en Russia and Ukraine will have
consequences and an impact
on energy prices», which will af-
fect Andorra, as the Russian co-
untry is one of the largest powers
interms of energy supply. For this

reason, Jover anticipated that «su-
rely» the Executive will have to re-
view the country’s energy policy.
However, according to the minister,
the fuel that will be most affected
will be gas and as a result will ha-
ve animpactonthe price of energy,
whichislikely toincrease. It should
be remembered that the energy of
the Andorran Electric Forces (FE-

DA) plant still depends a lot on fo-
reign countries, despite the diver-
sification of sources with which
they have already communicated
that they are working. However,
Jover said that the government
will continue its efforts so that the
price increase that is to be appli-
ed «does not affect the citizen too
much».

Ubach condemns the «use of force» and calls for
the Charter of the United Nations to be respected

a limit». Foreign Minister Maria
Ubach also attended a special me-
eting of the Permanent Council of
the Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) con-
vened after last Thursday in the
morning the military operation
began.

During his speech at the OSCE,
Ubach expressed Andorra’s «dee-
pest concern over the deteriora-
ting security situation in Ukrai-
ne», and strongly condemned «the
use of force» and a call for «respect
for the principles of international
law, the Charter of the United Na-
tions and the Helsinki Final Act».

A majority of foreign minis-
ters from OSCE participating sta-
tes attended Thursday’s special
meeting. The Permanent Coun-
cil usually meets weekly with the

Macron announces
that the G7 will
announce the decisions
regarding the war
initiated by President
Putin

participation of OSCE-accredited
permanent missions. In this way,
the telematic meeting was raised
to a high level to highlight the im-
portance of the situation.

REACTIONS FROM FRANCE AND SPAIN /
On the other hand, the President
of the French Republic, Emmanu-
el Macron, stated that he is on the
side of Ukraine and assured that
the attack by Russia «is a violati-
on of the letter of the United Na-
tions and the founding principles
of Europe and the international
order».

However, he said that today the
G7 with the support of the North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NA-
TO)willannounce the decisions re-
garding the war initiated by Putin.
Ontheotherhand, the Presidentof
Spain, Pedro Sdnchez, published a
tweet announcing that «the Spa-
nish Government condemns Rus-
sia’s aggression against the Ukrai-
nian peopler. =
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PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION

The Ministry of Tourism is relocating
to the old building of Radio Andorra

The reforms, which have been underway since 2011, cost more than five million euros

SFGA / CESTEVE
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he Ministry of Tourism will

move to the old building of

Radio Andorra of Encamp

together with the entity
Andorra Turisme and there will
also be a space reserved for cultu-
ral events. This was explained last
Thursday by the Minister of Tou-
rism, Jordi Torres, and the Minis-
ter of Culture, Silvia Riva, during
the institutional visit to see the re-
forms of the former station.

It is estimated that in April all
the employees of the ministry and
the Andorra Turisme organizati-
onwill have theirjobs transferred.
In turn, Torres stressed that «this
is not a merger of the two entities,
the two of us will work separately,
butitis inevitable that we will be
in many areas of collaboration». In
this sense, the relocation will le-
ad to a saving of almost 80,000 eu-

The removal of
asbestos and harmful
oils from the structure
has involved an
investment of one million
euros

ros per year «<which we will stop
paying for the rent of the offices
we currently use», said Torres. In
addition, it will accommodate
about 50 workers from the minis-
terial units, who «<we want them to
start working in early summer, as
an adaptation period is needed».
In turn, the head of govern-
ment, Xavier Espot, stated that «it
is necessary to preserve an insti-
tution that in the 1940s took An-
dorra out of its borders and redis-
covered the country throughout
Europe with the use of a means of
communication as relevant as ra-
dio. In the same way, he highlig-
hted the fusion of architectural
styles that appear in the structure
«combining the Catalan farmhou-
se with the tower of the church of
Santa Colomav, so itis a heritage
that can not be lost and it was ne-

Jordi Torres, Silvia Riva, Victor Filloy and Xavier Espot.

Jordi Torres
MINISTER OF TOURISM

«[t’'s not about
merging the two
beings; everyone will
work for us and we
will collaborate when
we need it»

cessary to re-launch it with a pu-
blic function and strong synergi-
es».

With regard to the budget for
the rehabilitation, the Minister
of Territory, Victor Filloy, detai-
led that since the beginning of the
works in 2011, the money alloca-
ted to the project has reached 5.2
million euros. The reform process
consists of two phases: the structu-
raland the content. As for the first,
Filloy noted that «it has been the
most difficult to materialize due
to the geometry of the building
and the interior frameworks». He
alsosaid thatin order toremove as-
bestos, oils and harmful materials
from the architecture as a result
of the works, one-fifth of the total
rehabilitation budget was spent.
which puts the figure at around

Silvia Riva
MINISTER OF CULTURE

«\We want to show
this double aspect of
public service and,
at the same time,
include a cultural
VISioN»

one million euros.

On the other hand, the archi-
tect Enric Dilmé was in charge
of guiding the institutional visit
throughout the building, which
has a total area of approximately
2,000 m2. First of all, he explained
the usefulness of the ground flo-
or,which will be converted into an
office space separated by a room
where the old refurbished emit-
ters are located, which will take
on an exhibition role. Afterwards,
a large office will be located at the
frontofthe old Radio Andorra.The
first floor will also have some offi-
ces that will be located around a
large room, with distinctive ele-
ments ofthe old station, dedicated
to events outside the offices of An-
dorra Turisme and the ministry.
It should be noted that the second
floor has been renovated and cove-
red with wood and will also house
offices. However, the final distri-
bution is not entirely clear.

ESPAICULTURAL/ For her part, the he-
ad of the Culture portfolio highlig-
hted the rehabilitation of a buil-
ding «as emblematic of the Princi-
pality as Radio Andorra». In fact,
several spaces in the new building
will be dedicated to the launch of
a cultural project in which audio-
visual and graphic projections will
be carried outon the historical mo-
ments of the station and even res-
tored elements will be maintai-
ned, such as forexample, the main
antenna and different transmit-
ters spread throughout the space.

In addition, the spacious room
on the first floor will be conver-
ted into an exhibition space, mu-
sical events and literary presenta-
tions. According to Riva, «we want
to show this double aspect of pu-
blicservicewith thelocation of the
Ministry of Tourism and at the sa-
me time include a cultural vision
of general interest in order to dis-
cover to the population what Ra-
dio Andorra was». In this way, the
cultural project will begin to take
its first steps towards the autumn,
although it is necessary to specify
some aspects related to the calen-
dars of the events and the general
organization.=
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