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He has been a councilor in Ordino
since last October for the Movem Or-
dino party and replaced Sandra Tu-
d6.During his opposition to the mu-
nicipality, Jean Michel Armengol
has spoken out on the Grifols pro-
jectasking for a public consultation
and also against the location of the
geriatric center in the parish which
it considers not to be the right one.

-How has the arriving been in the
Municipality of Ordino?

-I've been there for a quarter, since
October. We finished the year with
closures, budgets, it was quite inte-
resting and I must stress that it was
welcoming when it came to sharing
topics, dossiers. As for the welcome,
it has been good, there is a good at-
mosphere, I can’t complain.

—Has your position changed with yo-
ur presence compared to Sandra Tu-
doé’s?

-The main position that has chan-
ged and that has surprised everyo-
ne, has been with the subject of the
Grifols laboratory. My position was
radically opposed to that of Sandra
Tudo, but it was argued on the sa-
me day of the change of position as
councilor in the municipality. I ex-
plained to the press why and they
were obviously surprised from the
media,Ithink theyshouldn’tbe sur-
prised that I had a different positi-
on from that of Tudé. The issue has
evolved over the pastyear and Iwan-
ted to emphasize my position, since
it is more than doubtful, taking in-
to account the elements of the agre-
ement signed by Minister Gallardo
or the Head of Government with the
Grifols company and a whole series
of parameters that we presented on
thedayofthe presentation to the pu-
blic in the parish with Enric Dolsa. I
think it’s pretty clear that there are
alot of dark areas and lack of trans-
parency thatstill go on.

-What goals do you set for the remai-
ning year of the legislature?

- Now thatI have started to take the
marksin the municipality, Iwant to
make as many contributions as pos-
sible and maintain for the moment
this good dialogue that exists in all
the commissions. It is clear that as
a member of the opposition coun-
cil  want to participate actively in
the work committees that are there,
I try to doitin the best way and abo-
ve all Iwant to be able to contribute
with the decisions, but we must not
forget that am in a minority, whe-
re the majorityisall one and someti-
mes itis difficult to influence.

-What is your assessment of the in-
formation meeting about Grifols?
Will there be more?

-There was a good attendance, it
was especially interesting, people
came from all the parishes. We had
the evidence that it is not an isola-
ted problem of the parish of Ordi-
no, it is a concern for all of Andor-
ra. People came from all over con-
cerned about the installation and
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«Imafraid that weare
changing the appearance
of the town of Ordino»

the way in which this 36,000 squa-
re meters of land had been agreed to
a private company without any ad-
judication. Seeing the public con-
cern makes one question the secu-
rity, whether it is well prepared or
not. The idea emerged that all this
can only be moved if there is a mobi-
lization of the citizens and not ofan
Enric Dolsa or a Jean Michel Armen-

gol, thecitizens must take a position
and explain their anger. From here
arose the proposal of the assistants
to form groups to hold meetings li-
ke those held in Ordino, but now
move them to the other parishes. I
think there must be an important
issue of information, many doubts
are created by people who donot ha-
ve the correct information and are

speculating about what is going on.
The most important thing is to pro-
vide all the elements and explain
how the entire development of this
project has gone and where we are
now, which is already 2023. Accor-
ding to the documents we found,
that is when the construction pha-
se should begin of this laboratory.
Wecan’tgotoseeall the parishes,
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I think they should be set up from
the point of view of local interest
and that the history of the Grifols
laboratory should be explained to
all the interested public. There we-
re people who were talking about
doing a mobilization before Christ-
mas, butit could not be done. Apart
from that, EnricDolsaandIare plan-
ning to make a request to the Muni-
cipality of Ordino so that a public
consultation can be held, where we
will add Terceravia, the other gover-
nment list from the last municipal
elections. In this sense, it would be
the three opposition groups that
would ask the Municipality of Ordi-
no to hold a popular consultation.

-What is your main concern regar-
ding the laboratory?

-It was done in a very strange and
ambiguous way. What I highligh-
ted on the day of the presentation
is that these ambiguities that are
beingrevealed asinformationis gat-
hered make us think that this pro-
cessisnotideal. In essence, [ am not
against there being a research cen-
ter in Andorra, but what cannot be
done is a 25-year transfer of such
an important piece of land in the

«I’m not against
there being a
research center in
Andorra, but it can’t
be handed over in
this way»

«Things must be done
with good thinking
and not impulsively
and with the benefit
of afew against the
majority»

parish. It is a legacy that has fallen
from the sky to the Governmentand
the fact that they can give it direct-
ly to a company without any inter-
national competition, is not a good
way, just so that some minister thi-
nks thatitis thebestcompanyin the
world and can make Andorra appe-
ar on the world map in terms of re-
search. Itis a phenomenon that ge-
nerates uncertainty, fear and, more-
over, the post—covid climate makes
people think about it a lot when
you are talking about doing expe-
riments with a P3 category degree
thatis quite high, they can generate
alotof concerns.

-Where should the parish geriatric
center be located, according to you?
- I have made the proposal to build
the geriatric center on the land they
have allocated to the laboratory, be-



cause hereitwould be anideal place
for the elderly. I don’t like the place
they have chosen at all and it has al-
so been granted in a dubious way, it
was supposed to be done at the end
ofthesummerand theyhave slowed
itdown. There have been discrepan-
cies and this causes people to think
that things have not been done well
and at this point we don’t have the
answerseither. Wedon’tknowifthe
geriatric center would meet all the
social requirements, how many pe-
ople from the parish it could accom-
modate, if there will be reserved pla-
ces, ifitwould be private... We don’t
know if it will be a geriatric center
that will add something to the pa-
rish, if not what it would be a place
to do business, in this case with the
elderly.

-What opinion does the transfer of
the quarter to the Government and
the community of the Casamanya
hotel deserve?

—-There was a proposal to make a ge-
riatric center alsoin this area, in the
end it did not succeed. I believe that
thingsshould bedonewith good thi-
nking and not impulsively and with
the benefit of a few against the ma-
jority. The fact that this emblematic
building, listed as an asset of cultu-
ral interest, can be rehabilitated is a
great step forward. It had been clo-
sed for many years and to place the
Ministry of Environment, Agricul-
ture and Sustainability [ thinkitisa
good idea if the integrity of the site
is respected.

«|f rental prices rise
more than salaries,
agrievance s being
created especially for
the most vulnerable
population»

Your leading real estate
agency in Andorra.

Our experience

guarantees results,
realtors since 1988.

urrent situation both in the parish and in the country

- Is there insecurity in Ordino? Mo-
re and more money is allocated to vi-
deo surveillance cameras.

-Idon’t notice it,  don’t know if it
has been analyzed or on what crite-
riaitisbased tosaythatmore came-
ras are needed, if it is because they
havedetected anincreaseininsecu-
rity in Ordino... Personally, the fee-
ling I have living and walking the-
re is not unsafe; the question of the
cameras may be to control more. So-
me part ofthe population will sure-
ly feel safer, but Idon’t know if put-
ting cameras is the solution. I thi-
nk that the parish of Ordino so far
is a good example of the free world.

—-How do you think the new Techno-
logy Center should be? What will it
bring to the parish?

—-Considering all the modificati-
ons in this area, and especially the
high-rise construction thatisbeing
done, the final project scares me,
because many housing buildings
are being built, with such a high
density with so little space and litt-
le time.Iam afraid that we are radi-
cally changing the face of the town
of Ordino. Regarding the Techno-
logy Centre,  understand thatitis
an expansion of the structure that
currently exists. Two swimming la-
nes and other sports facilities will
be built so that all the country’s fe-
derations can train. It can bring a
plus, we are talking about sport,
good practices and good facilities
for sport, I see it well. The expansi-
on will give more prestige to the co-
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untry, and it will be able to position
itself as a point of reference in the
sporting field.

-Has the urbanization in Ordino got-
ten out of control?

-Very much, we have seen that last
year a modification of the town
planning plan had to be made, re-
ducing it because the sustainabi-
lity of construction in Andorra and
Ordino must be ensured. They ha-
ve approved the projects, but there
are cranes everywhere. They make
such beastly buildings...I am afraid
of the density and intensity with
which itis built and with very little
timeinsuchalimited territoryasis
the case of Ordino. We are used to
buildings that respect the environ-
ment, the landscape and the sur-
roundings, suddenly you see huge
mushrooms growing that are rea-

1ly scary.

- Are you worried about the housing
situation throughout the country?
What should be done?

-If we look at the surveys of the Ins-
titute of Andorran Studies, we see
that housing comes first in terms
ofconcern.In Ordinoitisbecoming
more and more complicated to stay
there, because there is a lot of spe-
culation, more demand than sup-
ply and people who own flats evict
tenants so they can re-rent them at
double price. The fear generated by
housing is palpable and can be se-
en throughoutAndorra,itisagene-
ral problem, we live in a very limi-
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ted country and if you concentrate
so much on the population and on-
ly do promotion aimed at a public
with a high purchasing power, it
generates a problem in housing. |
know many people who spend mo-
re than half of their salary on hou-
sing and this is a clear indicator of
the lack of coverage and social con-
cern of our Government. Since so
many homes are being built and so
many very high-priced buildings
should be forced to ensure that the-
re is a percentage of these dedica-
ted to affordable apartments, we
are talking about the constitutio-
nal right to housing.

-Do you agree with the increase in
salaries and rents that has just be-
en approved?

—-The positioning here is divergent,
because it depends on which incre-
ase we are talking about and the
price of the rent. There is pressure
from landlords that rent prices can
be raised, but obviously if you raise
rents more than wages you are cre-
ating a grievance especially for the
most vulnerable population, more
measures should be taken to pro-
tect the population sensitive.

-What are your predictions for the
general elections? Will it appear on
any list?

-Wehaven’ttalked aboutityet, the
year has just started, we’re having
meetings and I guess in the long
run we’ll know what the forecasts
will be, I can’t tell you right now. =
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