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GENERAL COUNCIL. END OF SESSION PERIOD BEFORE SUMMER.

The new family code goes ahead with
consensus of majority and opposition

It facilitates separation and divorce, unifies forms of civil marriage, and regulates the change of name and gender of trans
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hen there are represen-
tatives of a group in-
volved in the guest ga-
llery, some important
law must be passed. As happened a
few months ago with the equality
law, last Thursday the last plenary
session of the General Council be- %
fore the summer holidays gave the
green light to the qualified bill of ———
the person and the family with the _
favorable vote of the entire parlia- |
mentary arc, with the exception of \
two articles, 77 and 91, towhich the y
Social Democratic Party (PS) called
for a separate vote to make its rejec-
tion evident. In this case, the group
present was Diversand, which dis-
played two flags just after the vote,
and which the general trustee, Ro-
ser Suné, moved awayimmediately.
The new family code brings sig-
nificant changes. First, the elimina-
tion of the terminological differen-
ce between civil unions of people
of the same sex and civil marriages
of people of the opposite sex. From
now on, they will all be included
under the name of civil marriage, »» The president of the democratic parliamentary group, Ensefat, in the plenary session of the General Council, with Minister Rossell in the background.

which will be differentiated from GPL

canonical marriage. A non—causal o i lity of conditions. Finally, the fami-
separation and divorce system is al- ' : i m ly code regulates ;he (:hangi1 of na-
so being introduced, without the 19 me and gender of transgender pe-
need tog«look for culprits» in the . | CARLES ENSENAT ople thrcg)ugh the Batllif«We h:fve
couple’s crisis or the need to pro- b DEMOCRATIC GP PRESIDENT resolved a grievance with guarante-
ve waiting times.. In ad.dition, cus- i “We have resolved es, we have extended the'rights of
tody of minor children is shared, in . - : : the people and we have eliminated
the event of separation and divor- agrievance with unnecessary suffering», said Carles
ce, provided that thereare nomajor guarantees, we have Ensenat, chairman of the Democra-

causes that prevent this. Another
noveltyistherighttofinancial com-

tic parliamentary group.

extended peOple S nghts From the PS, Judith Salazar con-

pensation for aspouse who haswor- and we have eliminated gratulated the broad consensus,
ked at home, caring for children or ' - unnecessary suﬁering» but highlighted the differences,
a dependent relative, without pay. e Y O such as the fact that it is differen-

With reg:flrd to the ri'ghts of th.e JUDITH SALAZAR tiated .between.civil marriage and
person, the incapacitation or Jud.l- . GENERAL COUNSEL OF THE PS canomcal marriage, and not called
cial modification of the capacity is marriage in both cases. «It was not
suppressed, eliminating the measu- : «|tis a guarantee law that a simple text, and in the end it is a
res thatentailed the substitution of protects vulnerability; in guarantee law that protects vulne-

the will of the disabled people and . . . rability, as in the case of the disa-
offering supports that guarantee 11k th.e disabled it marks a bled, which mark a millstone», she
the exercise of their rights in equa-  »» Diversand representatives unfurl the flag of trans pride. millstone» said. =
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Interview » Director of the IEEC, Ignasi Ribas

«At12 yearsold, Ilooked behind a
telescope and marveled»

IGNASI RIBAS Director of the Institute of Spatial Studies of Catalonia
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Ignasi Ribas is the director of the
Institute of Spatial Studies of Ca-
talonia (IEEC) and a researcher at
the Institut of Space Science (ICE)
of the Higher Council for Scienti-
fic Research (CSIC). He is an expert
in exoplanet research and is active-
lyinvolved in instrumentation pro-
jects for the discovery and characte-
rization of new Earth-like planets,
suchas Carmenes, of which heisthe
principal investigator. Among ot-
hers, he has published more than
230 research papers in internatio-
nal journals.

-Tomorrow you will take part in the
Serenalla, in La Massana. What will
you talk about?

-In principle, it is a round table
with Sonia Ferndndez-Vidal and
Jordi Mompart, who are quantum
physicists. My specialty is astrop-
hysics and space, so I'm sure we’ll
find topics of conversation that
will bring us closer to the infinite-
ly small world of quantum and the
enormously large world of space.

-What is your role as director of the
IEEC?

-Within the Institute, [ spend most
of my time managing teams of sci-
entists, engineers and administra-
tive staff. One of the main issues we
are carrying out right now is the
promotion of the New Space strate-
gy of the Generalitat de Catalunya,
which consists of the development
ofanano-satellite program that we
call Cubesat for various applicati-
ons. Apart from that, we deal with
different areas such as talent ge-
neration, carry out other research
and development programs, and al-
so keep in touch with international
relations. Besides, I have my rese-
arch group, where we look for exo-
planets. However, I have this dou-
bleaspectof managementand anot-
her partofresearch aswell, whichis
what fascinates me the most.

—One of the main topics of the round
table will be The most surprising dis-
coveries. What do you think they are
in astrophysics?

-Itall depends on the time scale we
look at.I am dedicated to looking
for exoplanets and, in particular,
those thathave theright conditions
to be habitable. In this sense, one of
the most important milestones in
the field where Iwork happened 27
years ago, in 1995, when the first
planetwas discovered thatrevolved
around another star different than
the sun. However, for me, one of the
most important recent findings is
that a few years ago the first gravi-
tational wave signals were discove-
red, that is, when two giant black
holes fuse into one, and this was de-
tected in an experiment. which is
called LIGO. In addition, just last

»» Ignasi Ribas at a conference.

«More efforts and
help could be put
in for researchers
to stabilize before
the age of 45»

week came the first images of a spa-
ce telescope called James Webb, also
avery important event in astrophy-
sics, which will give us many topics
to talk about in the coming years
and will mark a millstone in scien-
ce.Thesearejustrandom facts from
differenteras, butwhichIthinkare
representative.

-When did you become interested
in space?

-Now I am 51 years old, and I have
been interested in astrophysics sin-
celwas 12. When I was little and li-
ving in Manresa, a neighbor of my
blockofflats told me thatIhad built
a telescope and invited me to look
through. And so I1did. So at the age
of 12, I looked behind that device
and saw the moon, Jupiter, and I
wasamazed.Atthatpoint,Idecided
that what I really needed to do was
learn how to do it when Iwas older.

-You are specialize in the search for
exoplanets, thatis, those that do not
belong to our solar system. Why do
you think it’s so important?

-With science, in general, we ask
ourselves questions that come out
of intrigue. In the case of exopla-
nets it is very clear. We are curious
tounderstand whatour placein the
universe is. Our Earth is in a solar
system where there are seven more
planets, apart from us, but we want
to know if this is something unique
or common, and if among all the
planetary systems in the universe,
anyit hasconditions similar to ours
for there to be life. This is the basic
reason. But in the realm of exopla-
nets there is a more philosophical
or social question, whatis it: are we
unique? Are we alone? Are there ot-
herliving things outside? Our jobis
toanswer questions thathaveavery
important social significance, and
that motivates scientists to do that.

-What techniques are used to find
exoplanets?

-What we would think would be
great for us is to take a camera and
take a picture of a star and see the
planets orbiting it. It’s what we call
direct detection of planets, but we
don’tknow how todoit, because we
don’t have the technology in gene-
ral to be able to separate light from
planets that are very faint, from a
star that completely dazzles us. So,
while we don’t see it directly, we’'ve
developed techniques that allow us
to discover it indirectly, measuring
the effect the planet has on its star.

Wedonotseeit, butthe movements
or characteristics of the star allow
ustodeducethatitisaroundit. And
we do this by measuring the positi-
on, speed, or brightness of the star.

-Has there been a possibility that
there is life on other planets?
—Currently, we know about 5,000
planets outside the solar system,
of which there are many. Of these,
24 are considered potentially habi-
table. But you have to know what
the two words mean: potentially
and habitably. The fact that there
is oxygen in an atmosphere is not
a prerequisite for life, there may
be life that does not need oxygen.
What we believe is a prerequisite is
the existence ofliquid water, rivers,
oceans, lakes, and so on. Then, we
defineahabitable planetasonethat
has liquid water on the surface. But
there are 24 of them potentially ha-
bitable, and this potentially means
that they are at the right distance
from their star so that the tempe-
rature at the surface is between ze-
ro and 100 degrees, and therefore
if there is water, be in liquid form.
However, we do not know if there
is water, for this reason we say that
they are potentially habitable pla-
nets, because they could have the
right conditions.

Sofar,we havefound a total of ze-
ro habitable planets and zero habi-
tats, which does not mean that they
arenotthere, butwehavenotyetbe-
en able to identify them. Iwould li-
ke, if T can say my wish as a human,
that life was superabundant in the

universe, but we are still looking at
how likely life is to arise in a place,
and before I die, I would like to he-
ar the answer to that, I would rea-
11y like.

—Can you be a scientist and believe
in God?

-Iwonder about that many times.
I can tell you, from my experien-
ce, that there are many believing
astrophysicists. [ wouldn’t tell you
they are either, but there are a go-
od number.lam arecalcitrant athe-
ist,soldonotbelievein any creative
deity or any of this, and I find it very
difficult to understand how someo-
newithascientificmindsetcanbea
believer at the same time, but there
are those who think so, and he can
be a great scientist while believing.
In the end, however, the plot that is
left to God is smaller and smaller,
because we find answers to myste-
ries thatin the past were attributed
to a divine action. The origin of the
universe or the Big Bang can be ex-
plained physically, but there are pe-
ople who, for their well-being, ne-
ed to believe in structures that are
what religion provides.

—-Are resources lacking in the sector
andinresearch?

-In Spain we have resources, but
perhaps less than in other countri-
es such as South Korea, USA, Japan,
China or Finland. The most compli-
cated thing is that the conditions
of researchers here are particular-
ly precarious, in terms of prospects
and salaries. There are possibilities
tobearesearcher, butyouhaveto go
through certain hardships because
everything is long and the process
to get a fixed position tends to be la-
borious. There are opportunities in
the field of predoctoral contracts or
young postdoctoral fellows. Howe-
ver, more efforts and help could be
putin for these researchers to stabi-
lize before the age 0of45, whichis the
average age of obtaining a perma-
nentjobin the sector.It’s barbaric.

-Is there misinformation from soci-
ety?

—-Thereareseries, films or documen-
taries of a very high and rigorous
quality, where the knowledge that
is disseminated is very good. Even
so, you have to be very careful be-
cause there is a great fondness for
putting out catastrophic or biased
news and making abigdeal outofit,
or trying to confuse people with im-
plausible and wild theories. Nowwe
have seen people talking about the
earth being flat or this type of crazy
things, which end up being ampli-
fied because social networks are a
breeding ground in this sense. The
advice is that if you have difficulty
forming an opinion, ask qualified
professionals and get informed, be-
cause many people in my field are
happy to explain, inform everyone
and clarify all their doubts. =



	AN_CT_012S_BC00_23_07_22
	AN_CT_013S_BC00_23_07_22

