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The President of the Democratic Par-
liamentary Group, Carles Ensenat,
welcomes the shock plan promo-
ted by the Government to improve
the purchasing power of the citizens
and reviews the most relevant laws
approved by the General Council in
this legislature. As for the next elec-
tions, hesayshedoesn’t know theda-
te, but heisbetting on an orange vic-
tory with a continuous project that
will keep Xavier Espotat the helm.

-What is your assessment of the Go-
vernment’s measures to improve the
purchasing power of the citizens and
when will they go through the Gene-
ral Council?

—-The assessment is very positive, be-
cause from the Democratic Parlia-
mentary Group, together with Li-
berals and Committed Citizens, we
have worked on the measures and
studied the details. Some ofthem are
even born from our ideas and con-
tributions. They are currently being
analyzed, as most points require an
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«Populismisnotmeantto govern.

explanatory report on the economic
impact of the Government, which
will obviously be quite high. We ho-
pe that the calculations will be sub-
mitted soon so that they can be ap-
proved on May 26th and beimmedia-
tely applicable from June 1st, except
for the minimum wage, which is al-
ready in force.

-Of all the measures, which do you
think is the most important?
-Ithink that the most relevant, even
a revolutionary measure, is free pu-
blic transport. On the one hand, it
has a clear positive impact on all An-
dorran domestic economies. On the
other hand, it is good for mobility,
both for people and vehicles; we all
know the problem and we queue
everywhere and almost all the time,
so taking the free bus can mean that
many families leave their cars at ho-
me. And it is also good for the envi-
ronment: making the country less
and less dependent on oil is a huge
benefit because it makes us more in-
dependent and strengthens our fig-
htagainst climate change.

The second most notable measu-

re, which may not be so cross—cut-
ting, butitis historical, is the rai-
sing of the minimum wage. That it
standsat1,200 euros, when at the be-
ginning of the legislature it did not
exceed 1,000, is an economic and
psychological advance that at the sa-
me time is a good omen for a future
arrival at 60% of the average salary.
Most importantly, however, I belie-
vethatwe areincreasing the purcha-
sing power of people with lower wa-
ges at a very delicate time when all
prices are skyrocketing.

-The reasoner of the citizen warns
that if nothing is done about the hou-
sing problem, the situation this winter
will be dramatic.

—-I agree. That is why the National
Housing Institute has been created
and there will be a law on urgent
measures, which will include for
the first time the initiatives that co-
me from the national table. We are
now beginning to see that there are
awards and tenders that articulate a
real answer to this problem, both on
the public side, with social housing
and low-cost housing, and on the

private side. We all know that there
isaproblem and we knowitwell, but
unlike others, such asraising the mi-
nimum wage, itisnotso quick to sol-
ve and requires time, legislation and
construction.

—Another of the most discussed
points in recent years is pensions.
Should younger people resign to
work longer? Should they suffer from
retirement?

-Wedon’thave toresign ourselves to
anything, wejust have torecalculate
the system. When it was calculated
in the 1960s, it was decided that if
you entered the labor market at the
age of 25, at the age of 65, 40 years
would have been quoted and, as life
expectancy was 72, it was returned
in seven years what had benn contri-
buted throughout his working life.
Today, entry into the labor market
has been delayed because it is being
studied for longer, and fortunately
life expectancy has increased. In ad-
dition, there is a third factor, which
has nothing to do with retirement,
but with the CASS, and that is that
the aging population leads to more
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expensive health care. Therefore, the
younger generations need tounders-
tand thattheretirementage mustbe
recalculated with common sense in
accordance with life expectancy and
thatwe mustraise the contribution,
because what we cannot do either is
towork until the age of 78 no matter
how long the life expectancyis 85.

A third part of this reform that
guarantees pensions is personal sa-
vings, so the promotion of indivi-
dual deductions, as well as business
plans for its staff, should encourage
retirement plans and get a supple-
ment that improves the pension fi-
nancially.

-Whatisyourassessment of the port-
folio of services? There has been alot
of controversy with professional as-
sociations.

-Sincelhavebeen on the General Co-
uncil, Ifeel that the portfolio of servi-
ces is about to be approved. In 2009,
when the head of government was
Jaume Bartumeu, whowasin the op-
position, it was already being talked
about, soitwas clear thatatsome po-
intit had to be approved and Minis-



ter Benazet worked hard on it. It is
probably true that there are issues
thatneed tobe negotiated morewith
the groups, but the government has
to look after the Municipality go-
od and this sometimes contradicts
the legitimate interests of some pro-
fessions. In addition, we must keep
in mind that this portfolio of servi-
ces is in a trial period; when the Go-
vernment approved it by decree, it
was stipulated that the appropriate
changes could be made for six mont-
hs. I understand that the outgoing
minister wanted to leave a legacy,
even though he knows that changes
should be made, and I am convinced
that there are aspirations that need
tobeincorporated. However,Iwould
like to point out that for the first ti-
me, dietetics, psychology —especia-
1ly necessary post-pandemic sensi-
tivity —, speech therapy for children
and podiatry for the elderly are in-
cluded, so we are giving every time
better services to our citizens. Obvi-
ously, other ways of doing things are
also limited to prevent abuses that,
while minimal, existed and wasted
everyone’s money.

—Could the debate about religious
symbols in school have been avoi-
ded? Did you really need a specific
law?

-When there are no problems, no
laws are needed, but now we have a
problem and it has to be solved. Any
law serves to fix a system that can le-
ad to a mistake: for example, if no
one wanted to divorce, there would
benodivorce law. And until now, we
have never had problems with religi-
ous symbols in the Andorran school,
although there has been a Muslim
community. The Andorran system
states that at the age of growth and
within a school, all students, boys
and girls, mustbeequal and, therefo-
re,aperson, due tobeinga girl, must
not have a different obligation to
that ofa boy, who may also be a Mus-
lim, but, of course, is a boy. Further-
more, given that we have an Equa-
lity Actin which the state recognizes
that a man and a woman are com-
pletely equal, we could notallow the
school torecognize that there can be
such an obvious difference as wea-
ring a veil.

On the other hand, it should be
borne in mind that the problem do-
esnot arise from the Andorran scho-
ol, but is much more complex. We
are talking about a rule that hasa
beastly historical course, which is
the secularity of the French educa-
tion system and that the parents of

astudentdecide that their daughter
wears an Islamic veil, despite being
aware that it has always been strict-
ly forbidden. From there, a process of
mediation is generated between the
family and the Ministry of Educati-
on and they are offered to enroll the
girl in the Andorran system, on the
condition that she does not wear a
veil there either. The mother accepts
this condition, but then does not ful-
fill it. And it causes the need to crea-
te a specificlaw.

-Is the new Equality Law enough?
The PSbelieves that there are no obli-
gations.

-Isthelawenough?No, the conquest
of rights is never enough. However,
society needs to move in a direction
that makes it successful, obsolete,
and weneed a stronger, more secure,
and effective one. But this first text is
a giant step and it will take years to
see all the goals exceeded. However,
from my point of view, it is true that
there are obligations that are very
difficult to enforce or control.

—-Canyou give an example?

-The law says that care will be taken
to ensure that publications keep the
preceptofgenderequality, butifthe-
re is one that does not comply, what
should we do?Prohibit posting? Fine
it? Take her to the Mayor’s Office? Or
ifan advertisement, for example, for
perfume, made by an international
brand, seems sexist, should Andorra
banits dissemination?It’s complica-
ted. Watching may seem vague, but
pointing out more sometimes also
means moving toward a sanctioning
regime thatescapes the publicadmi-
nistration and could be a method of
censorship that may go against free-
dom of expression. And this is what
we are trying to explain to the PS co-
uncilors.

-But there are more controllable
ones.

—Yes, because the boards of directors
must have atleast 40% women, with
a tendency towards 50%. Or that vo-
ter lists should be zipped. Or that in
sports there should be women’s lea-
gues with public financial support.
Anyway, atleastIdidn’tgo down wit-
houtexplaining myselffirst.

-Speaking of equality, do you think
that as long as abortion is not appro-
ved, women’s rights will be fully gua-
ranteed? At the end of last year, the-
re was talk of a report to find the for-
mula, butso far nothing has changed.
-Tagree that abortion is an inherent

rightofwomen, butatthesametime
we have an institutional and cons-
titutional rule in our country that
prevents the legalization of an abor-
tion center in Andorra. Therefore,
we cannot fit this into our instituti-
onal model or our Constitution, and
we must look for methods that are,
on the one hand, legal and, on the
other, gain ground in women’s rig-
hts. How? I don’t know, honestly. In
the working group we have with the
PS -and in which we have also invi-
ted Terceravia, but did not want to
participate ~we are looking for this
answer.

-What should the final tax reform
contemplate?

—-The last fiscal reform is the previ-
ous one to a bigger one, which will
surely be done in the next legislatu-
re, and which, in broad strokes, se-
eks to introduce the patronage of
sports, culture and innovation, both
of strict donations —to a solidarity
entity without asking for anything
inreturn, for example —such as pure
and simple patronage —an economic
participation that means savings for
the Administration. The reform al-
so modifies the deduction system so
thatnocompanythathas profitscan
deduct 100% of what it would have
to pay hypothetically to the Gover-
nment.

—Most of the contracts were reques-
ted between the Government and In-
lingua with the aim of dispelling the
doubts of alleged favors towards Fer-
ran Costa’s company. Are they dissi-
pated?

—-They have dissipated for all tho-
se people who have wanted to lo-
ok at it and analyze it with critical
eyes and goals. Obviously, for tho-
se who want to invent what doesn’t
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ce of the legislature and the current economic and social situation

exist, they won’t be dissipated. But
studying the awards can be seen as a
company, which is the largest in the
country in terms of languages and
has worked all his life with the Ad-
ministration because the contracts
come from decades ago, has fulfilled
public tenders and no one has never
challenged any. With regard to di-
rect awards, the government must
have the capacity to contract servi-
ces that are carried out as quickly as
possible, and in this particular ca-
se, we are talking about very small
figures. That being said, the debate
isnot over and it is interesting to de-
cide what the limits of a general co-
unsel are. In the end, most directors
have their own companies, but no-
ne are self-employed, because that
depends on the government, and no
law is broken. Or should a business-
man who has abusiness with the pu-
blic administration, and there are
thousands of them in Andorra, ne-
ver be able to be a general councilor?
Let’s talkaboutit, butit’snot my mo-
del.

—-Has the hotel sector been betrayed
with the application of the tourist tax
from July 1st?

-No, on the contrary. With the tou-
rist tax, most of it has been very clear
from the beginning: we always wan-
ted to apply it on July 1st. It is true
that there was a time when we said
that we could delay it until Septem-
ber 1st, but the industry told us that
itwanted it to be December 1st. This
is not possible because the govern-
ment needs revenue, and from that
rate sixmillion euros have been bud-
geted for this 2022. It was the sector
that did not want September 1st. In
any case, we are talking about a ra-
te that, first of all, is finalist and re-
verts to the same sector and, second-
ly, that five—star hotels will cost th-
ree euros per room. It’snot thatit’sa
very high tourist tax.

-And as for the green rate, could we
have expected a little more?

-In politics, and in life in general,
no one has a glass ball with which to
guess the future. When the winter
season closed in 2019 as one of the
best in history and then the measu-
res for 2020 were implemented, no
one could have imagined that a glo-
bal pandemicwould come. Whenwe
implemented the measures to deal
with the pandemic, which I think
were good enough to prevent the clo-
sure of companies, the productive fa-
bric was very grateful, because wit-
hout the hundreds of millions from
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the government the picture would
have been disastrous. But now the-
se aids have to be returned, and it
has to be done through taxes. The
tax on hydrocarbons has two purpo-
ses: the fight against climate change
through the promotion of renewa-
ble energy, electric cars and public
transport and, on the other hand,
that the Government has more re-
silience to be able to pay, among ot-
herthings, thedebtthatweassumed
with the aids to face the covid-19. Al-
so, we are at a time when ifwe remo-
ved the tax, gasoline would still be
expensive and we would not solve
the problem. Andorra continues to
maintain the differential with res-
pecttoSpain and France, with orwit-
hout tax, and when the price of oil
falls, which will fall, we will regain
the usual competitiveness.

-Of all the laws passed this legisla-
ture, which one do you consider to
be the most relevant and which one
could be left in the drawer?

-The most relevant is difficult, alt-
hough I think that the Equality, the
Family Code and the Justice Code
are very important. When the Go-
vernment madeits Horizon 23 (H23)
plan, the projects that could be ex-
pected were postponed and then we
put them in the drawer, but sure-
ly the Building Ordinance —which
is in this H23 -will be the only prio-
rity law that we will not have time to
work this legislature.

—Are you concerned about the rise of
populism in general, and in Andorra
in particular?

-Everyone is worried, including po-
pulism itself, because populism is
not meant to govern, that is preci-
sely its grace. The rise we are experi-
encinginrecentyears puts us on the
ropes of all those who believe in de-
mocracy and its values, but also this
system that has already shown, in
Trump-style governments, that you
can not govern at once headline or
inspirations of a day little calcula-
ted.Ithinkit’s anissue thatwe’re di-
gesting in Europe and it’s starting to
lose strength.

-Will we be taught to choose alist le-
ader for the next general election?
-We do not have, like other parties,
primary elections, but our leaders-
hip system is based on the consen-
susofaninternal choice, which opts
for the best candidate. Ensenat sure
itwon’t be.I don’t know who will be
chosen, butIguess there will be con-
tinuity. Asecond term. =
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