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Rising air fares can affect
last minute trips

The AAVA believes that despite rising air prices,
people will not stop traveling

EL PERIODICO DE CATALUNYA/FERRAN NADEU

Agencies have recovered customers after the
covid and sales percentages have risen

»» A plane from El Prat Airport takes off.
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perators have seen an in-

creaseinairfares thissum-

mer, which «may affectso-

me of the people who ha-
ve booked their holidays at the last
minutey, said the vice president of
the Association of Travel Agencies
of Andorra (AAVA), Maica Terrones,
who also said that this variation is
«between 10% and 15% approxima-
tely», due to the increase in the pri-
ce of fuel, among other factors such
as, for example, the demand stabi-
lization after the pandemic. Howe-
ver, Terrones noted that thissetback
will not affect a large portion of tho-
se customers who buy the trip in ad-
vance, a practice that is «the most

commony». As for the agencies, the
vice presidentofthe AAVAindicated
that they <have not been directly af
fected», and confirmed that, despite
the circumstances, «people will not
stop traveling, but may change their
habits». As an example, she pointed
out that they can set limits, such as
leaving for seven days instead of 10,
changingthedestination or, instead
of going further, making a trip half-
way or to closer countries.
Otherwise, travel agencies ha-
ve detected that «the percentage of
budget acceptance in recent mont-
hs is being high enough», said Ter-
rones, and at the same time there
has been an increase in the return
of customers that the agencies had
lost before the pandemic, «who may
have managed it in their own way»,

MAICA TERRONES
VICE PRESIDENT OF THE AAVA

«lssuing tourism has been bringing
very positive benefits since June and
also during July»

«Yes, we can say that the number of
sales is much higher than the last two
years»

said the association’s vice president.
Thereasons for this change could be
mainly due to «the search for more
security or the professionalism in-
volved in hiring a holiday through
an agency.

Regarding Andorra, outbound
tourism «is bringing very positive
benefits since June and also during
July, results that according to fore-
casts will be maintained in August,
Terrones said. Among the favorite
destinations, the territories with be-

Favorite
destinations are the
beach territories,
the islands, the United
States and central
Europe

aches and islands such as Mallorca
and Ibiza are the most successful,
but trips to the United States or cen-
tral Europe are also selling very well.
On the other hand, at the level of re-
ceptive tourism, «next month is ex-
pected to be much stronger than
the previous ones», despite the fact
that it is being «<an important sum-
mer, as thevice-president of the AA-
VA said. At the moment, the agenci-
esdonotyethavedataattheirdispo-
sal, because the season is underway,
however, «we can say that the num-
ber of sales is much higher than the
last two years» and, in this sense,
«practically we are getting the same
figures for 2019», said Terrones.
The extraordinary increase in fu-
el prices as a result of the economic
and geopolitical situation that is
being experienced has a major im-
pactondirectoperating costs. Howe-
ver, the cancellation of flights due to
strikes by some airline workers may
also become a major issue for those
who want to travel this summer. =
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The CRAJ is delaying the opening
of the casino until March 4th, 2023

It accepts the Jocs request, motivated by the lack of supply of material and the cancellations by covid.
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he opening of the new Un-

nicleisure center, whichin-

cludes Andorra’s first casi-

no, will have to wait anot-
her six months. Specifically, a new
deadline has been set: from Septem-
ber 4th to March 4th next year. This
was decided this week by the An-
dorran Gaming Regulatory Council
(CRAJ) at the request of the winning
company, Jocs as revealed last Wed-
nesday by the spokesman for the Mi-
nister, Eric Jover, during the press
conference following the Council of
Ministers.

As reported by Jocs this we-
ek, the reasons why the company
had requested the extension of
the completion of the works to the
CRA]J were the increase in workers
who had given and gave positive
for covid and the delay in the sup-
ply of some materials, two circum-
stances that prevented them from
meeting the deadlines initially set,
which should have made it possi-
ble to open the casino to the public
next fall, as reported on the day of
the presentation at the Congress
Center of the capital.

However, Jocs had increased the
number of staff at the site with the
aim of opening at the end of the ye-
ar, by December, although if the
problems of supply of materials
continued, work was being done
with the date of next January. In
the end, however, the CRA]J has de-
cided to extend the deadline until
March, so that the end of the cons-
truction works is guaranteed.

Jover explained that the CRA]J
had taken into account the argu-
ments and documentary evidence
put forward by the concessionaire
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»» Simulation of the casino facade, once finished, in Prat de la Creu street in the capital.

As of August
1st, only four
locals will be
allowed to sell
Spanish lottery

to justify the delay in making the
decision. In addition, the analysis
hashad the supportofthe Ministry
of Territory and Housing for tech-
nicalissuesrelated to the building.

On the other hand, the Minister
Spokesman explained that from
August 1st only the four establish-
ments authorized in the Princi-
pality will be able to sell Spanish
lottery, that will have to receive a

double authorization:the adminis-
trative one of the Government and
Loterias y Apuestas del Estado (Se-
lae). The rest of the establishments
that want to sell the Spanish lot-
tery to the public will not be able
to buy it on their own in the neig-
hboring state, but will have to buy
it at these four authorized points.
However, the contracts have not
yet been signed. =

The government approves the
modification of the urban plan of Ordino

Jover puts the «general
interest» ahead of «lawful»
private activity.
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The Government approved in sessi-
on of the Council of Ministers in ad-
vance the Planning and Urbanism
Plan of the parish of Ordino, after
the Council of Municipalities ap-
proved it provisionally on July 12th
and delivered to the Government on
the same day . «<We provide techni-
cal support to the ordinance corpo-

ration in reducing buildability and
increasing sustainable population;
the competence is from the munici-
pality, butwe have to help, «said spo-
kesman Eric Jover. The changes in-
troduced in the ordinance POUP ap-
proved by the municipality refer to
the parameters of the buildability,
the minimum surfaces of the plots,
the percentage of maximum occu-
pation of the building, the maxi-
mum height or the maximum num-
ber of plants, among others. Accor-
ding to Jover, «economic growth
must be accompanied by sustainabi-
lity; itis legal for private individuals

towantto take advantage oftheland
available for construction, but this
must be combined with the general
interest, and thatis why administra-
tions exist» he emphasized. «We are
comfortable with the commitment
to sustainability, so we will have to
go one step further and bring soluti-
ons closer, as Ordino and Canillo ha-
ve begun but each parish is going in
different directions and the Gover-
nment must to help create synergi-
es in this regard». From now on, the
Executive will send the agreement
to the municipality for final appro-
val and publication in the BOPA. =

»»> An Ordino bell tower.

Less new positives and
fewer positive cases

Only 265 new positives have be-
en counted in the last week. In
terms of positive cases, there are
451, 208 fewer than seven days
ago. There are seven people ad-
mitted to the hospital of Nostra
Senyora de Meritxell (one mo-
re), six of them on the ground flo-
or and one in the Intensive Care
Unit (ICU).

1st phase of the works
of the Borda Nova

The Government has taken a step
forward for the promotion of af
fordable housing with the award
of the first phase of constructi-
on work on the Borda Nova buil-
ding in Andorra la Vella. The pu-
blic tender was for the company
Progec foran amountof1.7 milli-
on euros.

Campaign for the
promotion of Catalan
language

Following several complaints to
the Language Policy Service, the
Executive agreed to award an
awareness campaign on langua-
ge duties in trade and catering,
and therights of citizens, to Fitéi
Associats for 58,000 euros.

The Magna Card, from
the age of 60

The Council of Ministers decided
to extend the benefits of the Mag-
na Card for pre-retired people
over the age of 60, especially tho-
seexemplified by the administra-
tion and special bodies, so that
they can benefit from this age.

Debt
reduction

Eric Jover revealed that the go-
vernment plans to reduce debt
during the year. With regard to
GDP, if in 2021 it was 46.2%, the
forecast of the Ministry of Finan-
ceistoreduceitbyarange betwe-
en 39.5% and 42.4%.

Don't miss any special editions



	AN_CT_012S_BC00_22_07_22
	AN_CT_013S_BC00_22_07_22

