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Politics » State Pact for the association agreement

Path towards State unity throu
agreement with the European

The representative of the minority in th.
the European Union should be outside

The political formations finish the first meeting for the
State pact with good synergies on all sides

‘ JOAN JIMENEZ
ANDORRA LA VELLA

u @JJimenezM97

ast Thursday, the first mee-

ting took place for the pre-

paration of the State pact

on the association agree-
ment with the European Union. A
deal between all the political for-
ces whether or not they are in the
Executive and inside or outside the
General Council. This is a propo-
sal that has been promoted by De-
mocrats led by the head of govern-
ment, Xavier Espot, in order to re-
ach a general consensus among all
the political forces to reach a good
pace of negotiation and create a fa-
vorable environment to be able to
draft the best agreement possible
with the European Union. A pact
of these magnitudes requires gre-
at efforts because, as Espot men-
tioned, «it will not be easy to find
the common denominator» betwe-
en the different parties, due to the
existence of various sensitivities in
the Andorran political landscape,
according to the head of govern-
ment. This first meeting was an ini-
tial step to design a participation
model for all political actors and
focused on finding the methodo-
logy of how to cooperate in this as-
pect rather than on the desired re-
sult in the final agreement. In the
words of the head of government,
the gears are being «activated to
make effective» a state pact thatall
political forces can and want to as-
sume.

One of'the highlights of this sta-
te pactis the representation of the
minority in the same negotiation
sessions with Brussels. In this de-
bate, a proposal mentioned in the
last legislature by Josep Pintat, le-
ader of TerceraVia, regarding the
appointment of a representati-
ve figure who will be present du-

ring the negotiations and who can
bring the vision of the Andorran
political minority to the dialogue
table, has resurfaced. Espot stated
that «<we requested it from the Eu-
ropean Commission, butitis com-
plicated», due to the fact that if it
was someone who was present at
the General Council, the European
entity would have toinclude mem-
bers in its negotiating team of the
European Parliament and other
European institutions to establish
equivalence with the Andorran te-
am. In this scenario, Espot highlig-
hted the likelihood of drawing up
«a hybrid proposal», which would
consist of the figure of this mino-
rity representative being chosen
by the parliamentary groups and
the representative not being part
of the General Council. The Head
of Government believes that this

proposal would be feasible to ac-
cept by all the indicated parties,
in addition to stipulating that, alt-
hough the negotiations are pilo-
ted by the Government and the An-
dorran delegation is made up of
the Executive and the Crown Prin-
ces (due to the constitutional ne-
ed for them to be part of the nego-
tiation of some relevant internati-
onal agreements), it is necessary
to add to the political and parlia-
mentary minority in this process.
Espot testified that the figure will
depend on the decision of the op-
position and that they have «full
freedom» to choose therepresenta-
tive they want. The democratic le-
ader ventured to try to guess what
kind of figure the other political
parties would choose, mentioning
thatitcould become «certainly one
of their own advisers».

»» First meeting of all the political forces for the State Pact for the European Union, in the administrative building of the Government.

On the other hand, Espot was
optimistic about the sensations
that this first encounter has left.
Despite having recognized that
the differentsensitivities of the va-
rious forces complicate the achie-
vement ofa State pact of these cha-
racteristics, Espot declared that,
from his point of view, «it seemed
tome that there was a good predis-
position of the political parties»,
in addition to mentioning that, at
the moment, he is confident that
all the political formations will
join the state agreement.

Another aspect discussed du-
ring this first meeting was the da-
te on which the agreement with
the European Union isintended to
be drawn up. Although the head of
government mentioned that there
is a«window of opportunity»in the
remaining months of this 2023,

where Spain will occupy the pre-
sidency of the EU, being a neigh-
boring country that has reiterated
its support for the Principality by
reach the association agreement,
and have the figure of the vice pre-
sident embodied by Maros Sefko-
vic, who grants a series of advanta-
gesin the negotiations, the Head of
Government declared that this «is
not an immutable issue nor abso-
lutely non-negotiable». Espot men-
tioned that «there is a shared con-
cern about whether it will be pos-
sible to conclude the negotiations
attheend of2023»and «ifthe nego-
tiation has to continue, we are re-
ady», while also stipulating that if
the extension of the talks with the
EU promises a good negotiating re-
sult, the Democrats will want to
finalize the agreement before the
European elections. =
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Positive reactions to the
meeting by opposition groups

Most of the parliamentary groups and extra-parliamentary parties were grateful to the Government.

Union

e negotiations with
the General Council

Xavier Espot
HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

GOVERN

«[t will not be easy
to find the common
denominator,

there are different
sensitivities, but we
will make an effort»

«The delegation

is made up of the
Government and
the co-princes, but
we add that the
minority can appoint
a representative»

«Thereis a shared
concern about
whether it will be
possible to conclude
the negotiations
during this 2023»

‘ ALEX MONTERO
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

g @alexmonterooo97

eactions to the meeting

on the State Pact with the

European Union by the

opposition groups did
not take long, and throughout last
Thursday they all openly showed
their positions regarding it. The le-
ader of Concordia and general co-
unsel, Cerni Escalé, showed two pos-
sibilities for the State pact: «that it
be a political agreement in which
there is a pact of minimums so that
the opposition parties can express
our vision in Government», or, on
the other hand, «a finalist pact, in
which the Andorran position is de-
tailed today», as well as «the agree-
ments made, their possible trajec-
toryorwhatwearewilling tocedeas
a country» . As Escalé explained, his
political corporation prefers «thisvi-
sion of a joint pact», although they
could settle for «sharing our con-
cerns with the executive and con-
trolling the action from the Gene-
ral Councily, in case it was not pos-
sible to reach an agreement on the
part of all the political forces of the
Principality.

However, the leader of Concor-
dia highlighted the possibility of ha-
ving «an external observer chosen by
the parliamentary groups and by ex-
tra-parliamentary parties», as long
as «the agreement is final and we cle-
arly express the will of the State in
the negotiation».In addition, the Ge-
neral Counsel was very grateful to
the Government led by Espot, which
showed itself during the meeting
«with anoutstretched hand, transpa-
rent with the information and com-
mitted to giving us access to the text
ofthe agreement». Even so, Escalé be-
lieves that «negotiations must conti-
nue, in order to see if we are compa-
tible in terms of the content of the
agreement».In the same vein, Susan-
na Vela, president of the Social De-
mocrat parliamentary group, also
spokeandsaid that«the Government
has agreed to collect all the suggesti-
ons regarding the text proposal on
the State pact with the EU». A series
ofrequirements that her party based
on four fundamental pieces: the im-
pact studies, which must talk about
«costs and benefits, with accessible
and easy-to-understand documen-
tation for citizens»; the need for so-
cio-economic factors, which form an

«active part» of the negotiation pro-
cess and «not as in the previous le-
gislature»; the fact of dimensioning
the structures with human resour-
cesand, finally, «thedeadline we give
ourselves to be able to close the best
possibleagreement», aswellastoma-
nage to carry out a good educational
campaign towards the public. On
the social democratic party’s view of
the pact and its progress towards ap-
proval, Vela was forceful: <We have
said that if the requirements we ha-
ve asked for are met, we will be part
of the pact», adding that « the PS has
always been pro-European and has
fought for the agreement, as we un-
derstand that it is beneficial for citi-
zens and for the country.» The leader
of Andorra Endavant, Carine Mon-
taner, did not take long to express
the opinion of her political forma-
tion either, who declared that «un-

like the Government, which would
like to close the agreement this ye-
ar, we consider that the pact should
be more soon as a tool for constructi-
ve dialogue and exchanges of points
of view between the parties». In addi-
tion, the party led by Montaner pre-
sented to the meeting an alternative
text of 11 pages, entitled «Pact of sta-
tus ofactive monitoring of the evolu-
tion of the negotiation of the associ-
ation agreement with the European
Uniony. In this, the party offered to
establish a healthy, frank and trans-
parentconstructivedialogue, the fre-
edom of proposals of the signatori-
es to the Government as it has the
competence to negotiate the agree-
ment, or to encourage the exchange
of points of view between the parties
inorderoptimize thetacticsand stra-
tegies of negotiations with Brussels,
among others.

On the other hand, the non-affi-
liated councilor and member of Li-
berals, Victor Pintos, in statements
for RTVA, was satisfied, since «<we ha-
ve decided that we would incorpora-
te all the revisions and points of vi-
ew thatwe can provide and transmit-
ting». One of the other formations
that decided to speak out is Acci6oo,
led by Judith Pallarés. This, following
the line of her political colleagues,
showed her gratitude to Xavier Es-
pot and his team «for letting her be
partofthemeetingandrepresent my
party», also showing support for the
State pact with the European Union.

In the last place, the leader of Ter-
ceraVia, Josep Pintat, declared befo-
re the media after having also been
part of the meeting. «I want to state
with quality thatIstillexistand thatI
donotcomeinrepresentation ofany
party, butin my own name». =
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CONCORDIA LEADER AND
GENERAL COUNSEL

«From Concordia we
prefer it to be a joint
pact, where we can
express our vision to the
Government»

SUSANNA VELA
PRESIDENT OF THE SOCIAL
DEMOCRATIC PARLIAMENTARY GROUP
«The PS has always

been pro-European, as

we understand that it is
beneficial for citizens and
for the country»

CARINE MONTANER
LEADER OF ANDORRA ENDAVANT

AND GENERAL COUNSEL

«The pact should be
more like a tool for
constructive dialogue
and exchanges of views
between the parties»
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VICTOR PINTOS
NON-AFFILIATED LIBERAL

COUNCILOR

«\We have decided that we
would incorporate all the
reviews and points of view
that we can contribute and
transmit»

JUDITH PALLARES
ACCIO LEADER

«| am very grateful that
the Government has

let me be part of this
meeting and to be able to
represent my party»

JOSEP PINTAT
TERCERAVIA LEADER

«| want to state with quality
that | still exist and that | am
not coming to represent
any party, butin my own
name»
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