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After presenting the latest Observa-
tory in which housing is once again
the record concern of citizens, and
a few weeks before announcing the
political survey, in the run-up to
the elections, Joan Micé, with mo-
re than 20 years in office, analyzes
the evolution of society and future
prospects.

-As coordinator of the sociology
area of the ARI, what are your goals?
-We have been working for 22 ye-
ars. On the one hand, we create in-
dicators to better understand what
Andorran society is like and, in ad-
dition, we analyze them based on
the dynamics and how they evolve.
When we started working, there we-
refarfewerindicatorsthannowand
studies about what Andorra was.
There were people who had done in-
teresting things, but a lot of infor-
mation and creating indicators was
missing. Currently, we provide mo-
re, and also Statistics. In the first ye-
ars we focused on doing studies and
creating indicators, while now the
more qualitative part of trying to
understand dynamics is more im-
portant.

-What x-ray would you make of An-
dorran society?

—-Above all, it is a complex and ur-
ban society that comes from a more
rural history, but now we live the re-
lationships between us as if we we-
re a city with village components.
In addition to being complex, it is
dualized, there is a division betwe-
en Andorrans and residents or be-
tween people who work in the most
prosperous sectors, administration,
finance or liberal professions, and
then thisotherworld, such as hospi-
tality workers.

-Is it dualized but doesn’t generate
too many conflicts?

—-There have been several cohesion
factors. The main thing is that eco-
nomic growth means that there are
opportunities and that many peo-
ple who are in the less well-off sec-
tor have been able to have better
conditions, especially compared to
the country of origin. In addition,
people who born here have enjoyed
good opportunities and the social
elevator has worked relatively well.

-Do you see arisk of fracture?

- Yes, there are. For example, if
this elevator stopped working or
slowed down. In addition, we have
some differences that can potentia-
1ly be a danger, such as political du-
alism. There are demands that are
not as well served as they would be
if everyone voted. All these are ele-
ments that can lead to more serious
problems.

-Do you appreciated that residents
fight too much to be able to vote?

—You can’t see that they don’t fight
too much, but it’s a situation that
could bring problems. Andorra is
a small place where everyone has
more or less assumed the situation.
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Joan Micd, in
his office in Sant
Julia de Loria.

Coordinator of the sociology area of Andorra Research
and Innovation (ARI)

«ldentity must be openedto
the contributions of all
the people who have come»

Whenweasknon-Andorransifthey
would like tovote, thereis avery lar-
ge majority who say yes.

-Perhaps everyone doesn’t realize
that if he did it here, he wouldn’t be
able to vote in his country?

- Of course, then things get compli-
cated, especially because there isno
dual nationality. It’s one thing for
you to like doing it and another for
you to ask for it. We are poorly orga-
nized and the organizations we ha-
ve are not strong. A paradox is tra-
deunionism. At the USdA theywork
hard and what they do has a lot of
merit, butits base is the administra-
tion workers, who are the wealthi-

est people. On the other hand, tho-
sewho are in worse conditions have
not been able to organize themsel-
ves, but this does not mean that the-
se people do not have needs.

-You said that «everyone has accep-
ted their situation». This can be re-
ad negatively and positively. How do
you see it?

—-There is a little bit of everything.
We are in a kind of pyramid, whe-
re there are people in better or wor-
se conditions. Economic growth
means that many people can move
up, with children as conditions. So
everyone assumes that there is this
pyramid and that there can be chan-

ges. It must also be said that those
who areinworse conditions are usu-
allynot born here and eventually le-
ave. Who does not feel comfortable,
must leave.

-ldeally, if there are people who don’t
feel comfortable, we should try to
make themfeel comfortable, and not
that they have to leave?

- I'm not justifying it, I'm simply
saying how the system works. In
Spain there were at one time up to
4 million unemployed. There were
people who left, but not everyone
could. Besides, it’s their country. He-
re we are in another dimension and
for those who don’t like it, the easi-
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«The social elevator
has worked relatively
well, but there would
be arisk of fracture if
it stopped working or
slowed down»

est thing is to leave.

—At the Observatory you ask about
the main problems, some of which,
like housing or traffic, have risen a
lot. Could they become more than
justa problem over time?

-In addition to the problems, we al-
so ask for the aspects to be impro-
ved.Oneofthe thingsthatlam most
happy about the Observatory is to
seetheevolution ofthe twentyyears
that we have already had and just
by analyzing what people say about
the main problems, you appreci-
ate the economic and social deve-
lopment of the country in a relia-
ble way. The current situation, in
part, also occurred between 2005
and 2007, with an overheating of
the economy that resulted in a cri-
sis. Does this mean that these pro-
blems are unsolvable? We have to
see if the difficulty of housing is he-
re to stay or what solutions are avai-
lable. Now, we have to keep in mind
that we are talking about what peo-
ple thinkis a problem. When you as-
sume that a situation is normal, it
may cease tobeadifficulty.In the ca-
seoftheenvironment, people perce-
ive it more when there is change or
when you are more aware that it is
a situation that needs to be impro-
ved. Or the other way around, you
can consider economic growth tobe
morerelevant,ashappenedin 2008.

—-In other words, is there a risk that
we resign ourselves and normalize
what should not be normal?

- Yes, it can happen. The rules of
the game are these. For example,
we could talk about the represen-
tativeness of residents in the politi-
cal market. It hardly appears in the
polls, butifan outside analyst came
it would be a very relevant fact. Ins-
tead, the problem does not come up
because we have assumed that this
is the case.

-Is there any possibility that these
problems are cyclical?

-Infact, theyare.Wesee things that,
depending on the situation, are in-
creasing or decreasing. The mo-
ment the survey is made is signifi-
cant.

- Housing has reached 65% of pu-
blic concern and there is arisk of re-
aching 100%. How can this situation
be qualified?

-In 2006 traffic reached 85%. Howe-
ver, it is more democratic, everyo-



ne can suffer from this situation.
On the other hand, housingis a pro-
blem that is more related to a popu-
lation profile. The more affluent pe-
ople, who already own their apart-
ment, may consider others to have
the problem, but it doesn’t affect
them personally so much. This me-
answe mightgettoahigher percen-
tage,butmaybenot 100%. However,
reaching 65% is alot.

- Regarding the economic situati-
on, there are people who find it dif-
ficult to make ends meet and, on the
contrary, many find that their situati-
on is not bad. It seems counterintui-
tive, doesn’tit?

—-The people who claim thatitis dift
ficult for them to make ends meet
are theoneswhosay that the situati-
on is bad. Some state that their con-
dition has worsened, but that the-
ir overall economic situation is not
bad. There are people who say that
they have lost purchasing power or
that they are in a worse situation
than the previous year, but that the-
ir situation is not bad. Last year we
were still under the effects of covid,
so at that time there were closed es-
tablishments. And this must be ta-
ken into account when we compare
itwith lastyear, since there were pe-
ople who were in Erto and were not
working.

—-After decades of migratory flows,
has immigration stabilized and in-
tegrated?

- This is the great debate we have as
a country. First of all, we have to de-
cide what we mean by integration
and, from there, what identity is, to
which we must integrate. The con-
cept of identityis a concept that has

lution of Andorran society

changed on the street and thatasa
country we must define it. If in An-
dorra the identity is people who on-
ly speak Catalan and with a traditi-
onal lifestyle, this is not viable now.
Now we are an open country, whe-
re 20 million tourists come, so the
identity must be more open to the
contributions of all the people who
have come. When we ask, everyone,
including people who don’t speak
Catalan, think that the central ele-
ment would be mastering the offi-
ciallanguage. From here, it is neces-
sarytoreflecton the conceptofiden-
tity, which must be more and more
open, in the sense that these contri-
butions mustbe valued, withoutde-
nying tradition. The concept ofinte-
gration must be related to this fact.
In Andorra, when we talk about in-
tegration, we only do so from a cul-
tural point of view. And what do-
es this mean, that he adopts all the
items of the country that receives
him, that he mixes or that he can li-
ve in the same way as in his country
of origin and that he only adopts so-
me of them. This is a debate that is
on the table in Europe as awhole. In
France, the idea of assimilation was
assumed and what comes next lea-
ves the suitcase outside. Thus, there
are people who adapt completely,
butarefusal is also created that cre-
ates problems.

—The best formula would be to adopt
the new identity without renouncing
the original one?

-Exactly, the mixture. We can also
look at it in the opposite direction.
An Andorran who goes to Japan or
Mexico, for example, must stop spe-
aking Catalan because the good cul-
ture is the new one? It would seem

«The day that Catalan
language loses the
strength that gives

it the status of a
language of prestige
and social mobility, it
will have a problem»

«\We must take into
account the scenario
with new electoral
alternatives, because
they could favor the
biggest party»

barbaric. Wehave toassume thatwe
are people who can have different
cultures. If we have the consensus
thatCatalanisatoolforintegration,
everyone must put it into practice.
We also have a challenge here and
in other countries in the sense that
all cultures are equally good and im-
portant, there cannot be a pyramid
that there is a better culture, a regu-
lar one and a worse one depending
on the origin, this is an error Yes, it
is true that there is one that is the
country’s own, with which it must
adapt, but that it must also see the
others as equals and, within this re-
lationship, take each other inputs
from all.

- Now that you talk about Catalan,
what do you think when you hear ca-
tastrophic speeches aboutthe offici-
allanguage?

-Languages such as Catalan are mi-
nority languages and, therefore,
are in a weak situation. Having said
that, it is also true that Catalan in
Andorra has a strength that comes
from the fact thatitis considered to
be a language of prestige and social
mobility. The day that Catalan lan-
guageloses this condition, itwill ha-
ve a problem. And this has already
happened in Northern Catalonia
or the Valencian Country. Everythi-
ng can be seen with the glass half
empty or half full, but the fact that
Catalan has this strength means
that catastrophist discourses have
toberelativized. This doesnotmean
that one should not be alert and in
Andorra, for example, there are like
two worlds, one of which is in hospi-
tality and commerce, where mecha-
nisms mustbesoughtforemployees
to learn the language, but we have
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to do it more positively than pena-
lizing.

-The day before the campaign be-
gins, they will present the electoral
survey. Will there be any surprises?
-Once the nominations are clo-
sed, we will start doing it and see if
things have changed compared to
what we did last year. Objectively,
the fact that there are new parties
has changed and there has been a
turning point.

-Do you think the housing situation,
the loss of purchasing power or the
latest scandals, such as the resigna-
tion of Eric Jover, can harm the ru-
ling party?

—There could be wear, but we have
tosee in what proportion, although
in thelast poll they had a considera-
ble advantage. However, the new al-
ternatives must be taken into acco-
unt, an interesting scenario, becau-
se they could favor the largest party.

-Considerable distances can be lost
in a short time. In Andorra too?

— It can happen, especially conside-
ring that when we do the survey we
have a high proportion of citizens
who have not yet decided their vo-
te or who do not want to tell us who
they will vote for. However, we have
been doing it for 12 years and the re-
sults are usually quite similar to the
survey. There are many people who
do not answer us that in the end
they behave the same, although the
centre-rightalways comesoutalitt-
le underrepresented. But this sce-
nario can now change, and this will
make this survey one of the most in-
teresting that we have done, it can
be exciting. =
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