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T
he pilot test launched this 
summer to give continuity 
to the temporary workers 
of the winter season is be-

aring fruit. This was assured by the 
president of the Hotel Union of An-
dorra (UHA), Jordi París, who certi-
fied that «the vast majority of esta-
blishments no longer have a shor-
tage of workers», and stating that «a 
large part of the hotels have able to 
benefit from this temporary staff ex-
tension». According to Paris, this si-
tuation of stability in the labor mar-
ket of the hotel sector has been ac-
hieved due to the fact that «some 
people who had finished their con-
tract in different establishments, 
either because they remain closed 
in the summer or because they ha-
ve not been required again , they we-
re able to be placed in other places 
where they had a need», certifying 
that this summer campaign «we had 
a better availability of workers than 
in other summers».

It should be borne in mind that, 
after a first contingent of 700 per-
mits of this type expandable up to 
30%, all 910 available were used up, 
so it was increased by 400 more, with 
an absolute margin of 520. But again, 
the permits were filled, so the Execu-
tive approved a new quota of 300 per-
mits expandable to 390 last month.

All in all, the president of the 
UHA assured that the organization 
has started contacts with the Gover-
nment to find a way to continue this 
work permit format in the summer, 
as well as solutions for the next win-
ter season. «We now have to meet in 
September to finish the requirement 
for the winter season», declared Pa-
ris, adding that «the administration 
is aware that this pilot test has gone 
well, and we are confident that we 
will continue to work along these li-
nes, so that next year will be the same 
or better.» Thus, he celebrated the wi-
llingness of the Government to listen 
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33 A worker prepares a hotel room.

The pilot test of summer temporary workers 
covers the shortcomings of the hotels
The UHA initiates contacts with the Government to 
maintain the formula and establish new measures

Passenger transport continues to be under 
tension due to the widespread lack of bus drivers

AVAILABILITY OF WORKERS

to the sector, highlighting that «we 
have managed to make the adminis-
tration sensitive to these situations».

OFFERS ON THE RISE /  However, it 
should be borne in mind that in An-
dorra there are still many compani-
es that require staff. According to 
the latest data published by the De-
partment of Statistics, the Employ-
ment Service had, at the end of Ju-
ne, 1,371 jobs offered, that is, 24.1% 
more than a year ago. Of these, 466 
corresponded to the Services, resto-
ration, protection, and sales group; 
followed by the Unqualified Wor-
kers section, where 364 offers were 
registered.

actors are competing for the availa-
ble drivers».

Likewise, the delivery sector and 
logistics also have shortcomings. Ac-
cording to the owner and executi-
ve director of Andbeer, Ivan García, 
«right now, we only have two people 
in the factory», stressing that «despi-
te the fact that we offer a competiti-
ve salary and schedule, there is no 
way to find people». And it is that, as 
happens in the case of bus drivers, 
the concreteness of the place limits 
the options. «At the factory we do a 
little bit of everything: beer produc-
tion, product distribution, commer-
cial actions... It’s quite specific work, 
which is why it’s hard for us to find 
staff in Andorra who are qualified 
to carry out these tasks», concluded 
García. H

«Most hotels have no 
shortage. We had a 
better availability of 
workers than in other 
summers»

«The reality that we are 
living in recent times is 
that the different actors 
are competing for the 
available drivers»

«It’s a specific job, which 
is why it’s hard for us to 
find staff in Andorra who 
are qualified to carry it 
out»
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PRESIDENT OF ATVA
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At the end of June, 
there were 1,371 
jobs offered at the 
Employment Service, 
24.1% more than a 
year ago

One of the sectors that remains 
tense is that of passenger trans-
port, since, as the president of the 
Public Passenger Transport Associ-
ation of Andorra (ATVA) and mana-
ger of Coopalsa, Gabriel Dallerès, 
explained, «we have difficulties fin-

ding drivers». «I see this directly in 
the companies I am in charge of, and 
through the conversations we have 
with the other ATVA associates», he 
emphasized. In this sense, Dallerès 
remarked that one of the main han-
dicaps they currently encounter is 
«the difficulty in validating the licen-
se in the case of drivers from coun-
tries that do not have a homologati-
on agreement with Andorra», added 
to the fact that «our immediate envi-
ronment also lacked drivers». Howe-
ver, Dallerès assessed that this con-
text can help «the profession to pro-
gress and wages to improve», due to 
the fact that «the reality we are living 
in recent times is that the different 

EL PERIÒDIC
ESCALDES–ENGORDANY

@PeriodicAND



el Periòdic news MONDAY, 15 AUGUST 2022 el Periòdic Newsel Periòdic News

C
onstructions made with 
wood represent approxi-
mately 15% of the total of 
buildings and homes in 

the Principality. This was indica-
ted by the architect Pau Iglesias af-
ter remarking that the hegemony 
of the building continues to be con-
crete in 80% of the total, while a mi-
nority of 5% belongs to constructi-
ons carried out with iron. Following 
this same line, Iglesias pointed out 
that, although there is still a long 
way to go, «the volume of initiatives 
in relation to this type of sustaina-
ble real estate is starting to increase 
slightly». In the same way, he stated 
that wood is a material that allows 
for quick and more environmenta-
lly friendly construction, while «it 
should be a more affordable materi-
al for buyers».

Wooden buildings represent 15% 
of the total constructions
Engineers are betting on the proliferation of photovoltaic energy and the optimization of aerothermic systems

SUSTAINABLE GROWTH

on, he took a position in favor of «the 
limitation of foreign investment th-
rough taxes that are dedicated di-
rectly to the creation of flats and to 
curb excesses».

On the other hand, the dean of 
the Official College of Engineers of 
Andorra (COEA), Vicenç Jorge, focu-
sed more on building installations 
and sustainable energy practice. In 
this sense, he defended the prolife-
ration of photovoltaic energy pro-
duction systems in construction «to 
link local production to the roof of 
the real estate itself with the promo-
tion of renewable energy». Not just 
the creation, but «the adaptation of 
the buildings with insulating mate-
rials that promote the reduction of 
the consumption of the heating and 
cooling systems».

Following the thread of domestic 
energy consumption, Jorge empha-
sized that the majority of devices th-
roughout the Principality are diesel 
boilers. So, he pointed out that «ae-

rothermic systems, also known as 
heat pumps, are an alternative that 
consumes less energy than traditio-
nal boilers». In this way, the engine-
ers affirm that they want to promo-
te this type of installations more and 
more, since «the market demands 
them because the price of conven-
tional energy is skyrocketing and, 
in the case of Andorra, if we depend 
less on foreign supplies, more resili-
ent we will be in the future to episo-
des of rising prices.»

Finally, he asserted that the final 
goal is the achievement of the appli-
cation of batteries in order to store 
the energy produced by each pro-
perty, although «it has an excessive-
ly high cost and the market is not yet 
ready to make it cheaper this expen-
se». He also added that, until now, 
photovoltaic panels «followed a 
trend of becoming cheaper with bet-
ter technology and lower costs», alt-
hough inflation «has slowed down 
this progress». H

«The adaptation of real estate with 
quality insulating materials reduces 
the consumption of homes»

«Energy self-sufficiency is the only 
way out of construction if we look to 
the future»

VICENÇ JORGE
DEAN OF THE COLLEGE PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER

PAU IGLESIAS
ARCHITECT

Inflation 
has slowed 
down the trend 
towards cheaper 
photovoltaic panel 
systems

Equally, Iglesias asserted that mo-
re and more developers are building 
buildings aimed at energy self-suf-
ficiency «because it is the only way 
out if we look to the future with pers-
pective and, above all, taking into ac-
count the global context of energy 
tariffs». However, he indicated that 
the Energy Transition and Climate 
Change Act (Litecc) «is very deman-
ding, although it is not fully regula-
ted» and that, at the same time, the 
starting cost of sustainable construc-
tion « it will always be higher; the 
question is to establish in what peri-
od of time this initial investment is 
to be compensated».

Although the architect defends 
the proliferation of this way of cre-
ating new homes, he also expressed 
his disagreement when it comes to 
reducing the construction fee. «The 
problem of the lack of flats is not 
solved, in any case, by reducing the 
offer», he pointed out after adding 
that another of the problems revol-
ves around «the access that many pe-
ople from outside currently have to 
the investment, not always aimed at 
the creation of homes, but at other, 
more economic interests». In additi-
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33 A snapshot of the construction of a model house made of wood by a Catalan company.
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