el Periodic News

E N G L I

CONTROL OF THE GOVERNMENT

The operation of the CREI will

cost about 850,000 euros a year

The awarding body of the center will have to do
community work with the surrounding neighbors

»» The authorities are visiting the progress of the CREI adaptation works, in the last month of February.
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e operation of the Residen-
tial Center for Intensive Edu-
cation (CREI) will cost ap-
proximately 850,000 euros

annually. This emerges from the an-
swer published last Tuesday by the
Government, and more specifically
from the Minister of Social Affairs,
Youth and Equality, Judith Palla-
rés, to the control questions asked
by the President of the Social De-
mocratic Party, Pere Lopez, regar-
ding this resource. Going into the
details of the figure, the Executive
estimates that residential care will
cost around 787,000 euros, while
day care will cost 57,000. It should
be noted, however, that while resi-
dential service is “guaranteed and
free” for teens, as it is fully funded
by the government, the day benefit

will be co-paid.

In this sense, Pallarés specified
that each place of residential care
has a cost of around 270 euros per
day per person - one unoccupied
costs 189 and 80 overcrowded - and
the day has a price of approximate-
ly 46 euros per day per user -32 if
itis empty and 14 if it is overcrow-
ded-. On the other hand, the Minis-
ter’s response also pointed out that
day care will only be offered on we-
ekdays. In addition, the Executive
indicated that the CREI will have a
maximum capacity of 19 residenti-
al places and 16 in the day service,
all of them intended only for people
with legal residence in the Principa-
lity and without thinking about the
possibility to receive users resident
abroad. Specifically, the purpose of
the CREI will be to care for adoles-
centsand young people between the
ages of 12 and 18 who have recur-

Pallarés defenses
that the concession
management model
will improve the
efficiency and quality
of the service
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ring behavioral disorders or addic-
tions that endanger their integrity
or that of third parties, and betwe-
en 12 and 21 to day service with the
same impact, but which due to the-
irseverity donotrequireresidential
care.In any case, it is also envisaged
that minors who are under the care
of the State may be cared for in the
center and in a residential system,
always with the prior authorization
of the competent mayor of the juve-
nilejurisdiction. With aview tointe-
grating the service into the commu-
nity, the Minister explained that the
Government is initiating commu-
nications with the Municipality of
Andorra la Vella to schedule a visit
to the CREI facilities and an expla-
nation of the project with all resi-
dents of the area around the center,
which will be located on the premi-
ses of the former Sola d’Enclar resi-
dence, in Santa Coloma. But beyond

Minors under state guardianship may be
admitted with the prior permission of a mayor

2 7 O euros per person per

day will cost the occupied resi-
dential place, and 46 during the
day.

3 5 placesin total, 19 for the

residence regime and 16 more
for the day service.

2 ' 9 million euros inves-

ted in the last three years in the
CREI, mostly to rehabilitate the
space.

this meeting, the awarding body
will have the responsibility to carry
outcommunity workwith thisneig-
hborhood, «from an universal point
ofview, prevention, promotion and
support.

Moreover, with regard to the ty-
pe of management of the resource,
Pallarés shared thatithas been deci-
ded to hold a tender for the conces-
sion of this service, reaffirming that
the model of indirect management
of public services allows the Admi-
nistration « to maintain the neces-
sary supervisory powers to ensure
the proper development of servi-
ces», but will improve the efficiency
and quality of the service provided,
as it can be contracted to an entity
already specialized in the sector
and with experience and expertise
in the matter”. This format, defen-
ded the head of Social Affairs, will
also offer more agility in terms of hi-
ring professionals and services, as
well as organizing their planning.
Inthissense, Lépez’sresponse states
that the professional profiles that
can be found at the center will be so-
cial educators, psychologists and te-
achers, in addition to management,
administration and security.

As a last resort, the Government
indicated that the investment ma-
dein thelast three years in the CREI
has been about 2.9 million euros,
most of which (2.7 million) corres-
pond to the rehabilitation works of
the building where the center will
belocated.=
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HEALTH

Espot leaves the door open for
dialogue about the portfolio of services

The head of government convenes a new meeting with the College of Professionals to discuss the disagreements
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e head of government, Xa-
vier Espot, has broken the si-
lence and has shown his po-
sition on the new CASS servi-

ce portfolio. Espot stated that «from
the Government we are open to di-
alogue, and even to a possible re-
touching or modification».

This portfolio of services has cau-
sed controversy, as after its appro-
val and during a press conference,
the College of Professionals showed
itsdisagreement.In thisline, the he-
ad of government pointed out that
«thereis a part of wear and tear that
we already knew would lead to this
portfolio of services, and I think we
all need to be aware that this is ne-
cessary toimprove the quality of ser-
vice and contain health spending
and, therefore, had to move for-
ward.

On the one hand, the president
of the College of Speech Therapists,

With the new
portfolio of services,
a patient will not need
to go to the specialist
doctortorenew a
treatment

Sara Fité, stated that made the day
before, everything was already gi-
ven and blessed. However, aweek la-
ter, Espotconsiders that«lam aware
that this portfolio of services has be-
en in dialogue, debating, talking to
the different professional associati-
ons for months» and also noted that
«perhaps some schools aspired to a
definitive return that has not taken
place. However, now itisamatter of
sitting down again and having a lei-
surely and discreet dialogue, and a
bilateral work with each professio-
nal association, because some deci-
sions that some schools like do not
like others. «

On the other hand, the president
of the College of Podiatrists, Nerea
Miguel, stated that “from the podi-
atry sector, we emphasize our disa-
greement with the regulations on
the referring doctor or nurse refer-
ring the patient to be able to visit
with the podiatrist. We think that
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»» Archive image of the CASS headquarters.

Xavier Espot
HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

«Perhaps some schools aspired to a definitive

return that has not taken place. Now itis a
matter of a slow and bilateral dialogue»

«\We know that health care spending will

increase as a result of the new benefits in the

portfolio, and we need to contain it»

this change will lead to an increase
in the cost of the patient, the CASS
and a delay in the visit «. At the sa-
me time, Fité also added that «if be-
fore the portfolio our patients had
to go through a long circuit, for-
cing them to go from the doctor re-
ferring to the speech therapist and
again to thereferring doctor torefer
them before they could start a treat-
ment, now and thanks to this port-
folio of services a third intermedi-
ary is added who is the rehabilitati-
on doctor or the specialist. We are
facing a real crossroads of the pati-
ent «to which he also added that» if
the speech therapistis the only doc-
tor specializing in language, it ma-
kes sense that he should be supervi-
sed by aspecialistwhose skills are to

do very little or nothi-
ng to do with langua-
ge?

Responding to this
question, Espot poin-
ted out that “the esta-
blishment of the port-
folio of services does
not mean that certain
acts cannot be carri-
ed out, as this only re-
fers to the procedures
reimbursed by the An-
dorran Social Security
Fund. Therefore, if an
individual wants to go
to a general practitio-
ner, and when they ha-
ve to renew the sessi-
on, theydonotwantto
gotothespecialistdoc-
tor to go, for example,
to a physiotherapist,
they can continue to
doso.Thatis to say, we
do not attribute attri-
butions to the groups,
what we do is to proto-
colize and to establish
limits from the pers-
pective of the public
reimbursement”»

Finally, the head
of government stated
that “we know that
health care spending
will increase. We start
from the premise that
as a result of the new
benefits that are being
added in the field of as-
sisted reproduction di-
etitians and nutritio-
nists, gender dysphoria and psycho-
logy will have an added cost, which
we must contain as much as possi-
ble, already that health spending is
financed by the general state bud-
get and, therefore, by the taxes that
all citizens pay.

So far, the differences between
the governmentand the schools ha-
ve not been resolved. However, Es-
pot said that, at the moment, «the
issueis closelyinterrelated with the
future approval of the mother law
of health professions, and therefo-
re we have called for a future mee-
tingwith the Minister of Health, the
Secretary of State of European Af-
fairs and health professionals to be
able to talk again about these con-
cerns. =
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