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Interview with the Consul General of the capital 3 Balance of the half of the legislature and future prospects
COMÚ D’ANDORRA LA VELLA/TONY LARA

«We will re–raise the cable car at 
the peak of Carroi and, if it doesn’t 
work, this will be the last attempt»

Conxita 
Marsol 
Consul General 
of Andorra la Vella

The Consul General 
of Andorra la Vella, 

Conxita Marsol.

The Consul General of Andorra la Ve-
lla, Conxita Marsol, takes stock of the 
first half of the legislature marked by 
the covid–19 and presents the main 
initiatives for the next two years in 
the capital. For the time being, howe-
ver, she rules out running for head of 
government and shows her uncon-
ditional support for the current one, 
Xavier Espot.

–What is your assessment of this first 
half of the legislature?
–We can’t take stock without talking 
about covid. Unfortunately, the ba-
lance of these first two years of offi-
ce is to have worked, to have foug-
ht, to have adapted to a global pan-
demic, but without giving up doing 
things that were necessary for the pa-
rish and that, in spite of everything, 
we have been able to throw forward, 
such as the remodeling of Enclar Ave-
nue, Callaueta Street or La Rotonda 
square. In short, areas that despite 
the coronavirus we considered could 
not be left behind and we have succe-
eded. We have done much less than 
we probably would have done if the-
re had not been a pandemic, which 
has worn us down and forced us to 
be vigilant and delay all kinds of pro-

ANDORRA LA VELLA

«My goal is to make 
Andorra la Vella 
the administrative 
economic center, a 
green capital with a 
quality of life»

jects and activities, such as the festi-
val or the fair. 2020 was a very atypi-
cal year that we would like not to li-
ve again.

–What could have been done better?
–You can always do things better 
and depending on the eyes you lo-
ok at you may have made some de-
cisions or others. But I think we did 
what we had to do at all times and 
we were very committed to helping 
businesses and families and, above 
all, to keeping the parish clean and 
tidy, especially to prevent contagion. 
At the urban level, projects such as 
the communal stadium have been 
delayed, but I don’t think it was the 
most important or the most urgent. 
Luckily, for the past four years we had 
done a lot of things and we didn’t co-
me across anything that was essenti-
al. As for the exclusive management 
of the pandemic, I think the govern-
ment has done very well, because to 
deal with an unknown situation like 
this you have to be brave and deter-
mined. And not only the government 
has managed well; also the citizens, 
because everyone has collaborated 
and has become aware of the gravity 
of the situation.

–How about the next two years?
–With great enthusiasm and with 

great desire for the pandemic to pass 
and for us to be able to dedicate our-
selves exclusively to work in the pa-
rish. I think we all want to regain our 
health and get back to a normal life 
in a pre–pandemic normalcy. My go-
al is to make Andorra la Vella the eco-
nomic and administrative center, to 
turn it into a sustainable capital with 
a quality of life, for the people, but al-
so with a lot of activity.

–At the last Joint Council, a budget of 
50 million euros was approved, 13 of 
which will be allocated to new invest-
ments.
–One of the most important invest-
ments will be the area of the Rotun-
da, which consists of several phases 
and the next one will go from the ri-
ver promenade to the Paris bridge, 
with light and sound sources, which 
we understand will bring a plus to 
the part commercial of the parish 
and that we must give it the maxi-
mum appeal. Each of these two pro-
jects, we estimate, will cost one and a 
half million euros. Then we will con-
tinue working on the beautificati-
on and accessibility of all the streets, 
starting with La Llacuna, which ne-
eds considerable remodeling, as well 
as the passages of Aigüeta and Euro-
pa. We will also finish the Santa Co-
loma separation, which has already 

tractive, and Andorra la Vella must 
be an attractive parish. And not just 
for tourism, but for its citizens who 
have to live in good conditions, in 
open spaces, without cars and where 
children can play freely. I often ima-
gine what the pandemic with Merit-
xell Avenue would have been like wit-
hout being a pedestrian zone and I 
think it would have been a drama. 
Instead, now people can walk around 
without worries. It has been shown 
that tourists are still coming and lo-
oking for new experiences. And here 
we are facing our policy.

–Indeed, there are many tourists and 
this sometimes causes collapses. Is 
there a solution?
–No. Well, there is a solution: let’s all 
start walking a little more and use 
public transport more. In this sense, 
from the municipality we have made 
an important commitment to public 
transport, offering the communal 
bus at 10 cents a ticket –free if you ha-
ve the national monthly pass –and in-
creasing the budget to make it wider 
the current service. The solution is al-
so for companies to promote sustai-
nable mobility plans and even chan-
ge the way we take our children to 
school, because it is clear that when 
there is a school holiday, traffic is bet-
ter. We need to change our mindset 

begun a spectacular transformation. 
And finally, we have many miles of si-
dewalks pending, to which we have 
set aside one million euros. Then the-
re are other items for smaller, long–
term infrastructure, but these would 
be the most important.

–Why do you think that in times of cri-
sis like the current one, big works ne-
ed to be started? There are those who 
do not understand and say that this is 
not the time.
–I think it’s time. We are a tourist co-
untry, and I am convinced of that and 
I am well aware of it, and we live from 
tourism and as such we must be at-
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may be too forced in a city center of 
our size, because we are not Madrid, 
or Barcelona, or even Lleida. We ha-
ve to decide.

–In the 2021 edition of the fair, you sta-
ted that you would like it to be the last 
time it was held in Central Park, al-
ready thinking about the multifunc-
tional, but it doesn’t seem possible, 
right?
–No, it’s impossible. I think the last 
edition will be the last year of my 
term, we still have two good years of 
fair in Central Park. The multifuncti-
onal will be a major one, which, no 
matter how fast its construction go-
es, will require at least a couple of ye-
ars.

and attitude, but I know this can’t 
be done in a year or two, but we’re 
going to have to try. And from there, 
of course, big infrastructure needs to 
be improved.

–If public transport is encouraged, 
won’t more car parks be needed?
–In Andorra la Vella there is no need 
for more car parks. At the entrance to 
the city, yes, but in the center we pro-
vide a well–sized service. That is why 
we are renting land in Santa Coloma, 
to try to get people, especially those 
who work in the capital, to leave the-
ir private vehicle on the outskirts and 
from there travel by communal bus 
or shuttle bus, which would also ge-
nerate more road safety and less po-
llution. It is true that almost all the 
car parks in the city center are bloc-
ked three days a year, but conside-
ring that in a couple of years we will 
have a private investment of 900 spa-
ces, I believe that Andorra la Vella 
will cover all the needs.

–We have to believe in sustainability, 
but maybe there are still green spaces 
inside the parish, right?
–One of the 13 million planned for in-
vestments is precisely for a park that 
we will build between the end of An-
dorra la Vella and the beginning of 
Santa Coloma to complement the 
green connectivity between Central 
Park and La Serradora Park. We ha-
ve to start looking for a name, but we 
already have the project on the table 
and we will open the contest soon. 
We hope that this new park invites 
you to walk and, although we are sur-
rounded by mountains, we have the 
feeling of being in a real green area.

–Isn’t it difficult to want to combine a 
parish for citizens and tourists?
–I think not, because everything that 
is pleasant and improves the quality 
of life is liked by citizens and tourists.

–And is the current tourism of the pa-
rish of quality or is it still a pending 
subject?
–Not only Andorra la Vella, if not all 
of us always say that we want less tou-
rism and more quality, but right now 
the important thing is that we have 
tourism. It is true that it is gradually 
improving, but we must not forget 
that if we want quality tourism, we 
must have a quality offer and that is 
why in Andorra la Vella we are com-
mitted to a good image for everyone.

–What do you think of the launch of 

Andorra–La Seu Airport?
–We are very happy and I think we 
can finally say that it was time. I, 
who am already old, can assure you 
that we have been hearing about it 
for many years. Having weekly flig-
hts with Madrid seems to me to put 
Andorra on the map and, if we really 
want to have quality tourism, having 
an airport is fundamental, it is basic. 
It is a first step and now it will be ne-
cessary to gradually expand the lines.

–Do you think that the arrival of a tram 
in the central valley is viable?
–Everything is viable, but this is a 
very long–term project. We need to 
be aware of the size of the roads we 
have and that segregated spaces are 
needed, but I don’t know. Hopefully 
we get it and today anything is possi-
ble, but I think it will still take time 
to get there. The important thing is 
to bet on it and start thinking about 
it and maybe start in stages.

–Has the stoppage of the cable car 
project at Carroi peak been a failure?
–It was a disappointment, not a failu-
re. We believed in it and we were con-
vinced of it. It is true that the pande-
mic has not helped us and that bet-
ting to get to Pal changed the initial 
project that we had talked to some 
operators a bit. Wanting to go further 
also made the project more expensi-
ve, and perhaps in the midst of a he-
alth crisis, not everyone was willing 
to make such a large investment. But 
we will consider it again and, I am 
very clear, that I will make one last 
attempt, even to get to Carroi, wit-
hout closing any door. We would lo-
ve to become a trailhead. We’ll ma-
ke the decision in a few days, and if 
it doesn’t work, this will be the last 
attempt, but this corporation will 
do it. We wanted to make it clear in 
December, but we didn’t expect the 
omicron to arrive.

–At what point is the multifunctional 
building located?
–Although it depends on the Gover-
nment, the Municipality of Andor-
ra la Vella is very focused on it. I am 
very happy that the Executive wants 
to allocate a significant budget and 
it seems that everyone, as the Head 
of Government has stated, is clear 
that it must be done and it must be 
done in the capital. We need to find 
the best location and I think that if it 
hadn’t been for the covid and the Ch-
ristmas holidays we would have alre-
ady had this meeting.

–What can the parish of Andorra la 
Vella contribute to the housing pro-
blem?
–We are, I have already said it and I 
will say it again, the only municipa-
lity that has made a significant effort 
and has ceded to the Government a 
land valued in a lot of money, and 
central, so that houses can be built 
at a reduced price. It is something we 
have believed in and committed to 
from the very beginning, which was 
the day before the pandemic broke 
out. The government is working on it 
and we, being aware of the problem 
and within our means, will do what 
we can.

–How is the pilot test of door–to–do-
or waste collection in the Cedre neig-
hborhood?
–Really well. In fact, it should have 
ended in December, but we decided 
to keep it because we understand 
that it should stay. We have exten-
ded the contract for six months, be-
cause during this time we determi-
ne in which other neighborhoods we 
want to implement it permanently. 
The ideal would be to reach the who-
le parish, but we know that for now 
there are areas where it is difficult.

–The pandemic has stopped the re-
form of the communal stadium. When 
will the project resume?
–The communal stadium of Andor-
ra la Vella is a benchmark in the co-
untry; it was the first and that is pre-
cisely why it needs a complete remo-
deling, and the municipality will do 
it. It’s true that we’ve been around 
a lot, and even though I don’t want 
to make an excuse for the pandemic 
anymore, it’s true that there has be-
en a pandemic and it still is, and the 
contest of ideas has stopped. We then 
awarded the preliminary project to 
the winner and it was presented to 
us on December 22nd. We now have 
a month to analyze it, commission 
the works and schedule them. The 
project has been readjusted to our re-
ality, reducing the number of seats 
and lowering the stands, but main-
taining the athletics track and the 
approved green field, although it is 
not our vocation that this is a football 
stadium, and it creates a very impor-
tant space that is a public square and 
the union with Andorra la Vella. The 
communal stadium is now separa-
ted from the capital by the river and 
one of the most important roads in 
the country; with this project, the ri-

ver becomes a large square and from 
the other side, above the road, access 
to the stadium. I believe that, beyond 
sports, it is a quality urban project, 
which must be completed in 2025 to 
host the Small States Games.

–This is your last term as consul gene-
ral. Why would you like to be remem-
bered?
–I want to be remembered for wor-
king for the parish of Andorra la Ve-
lla and for trying to transform it. I ha-
ve a great vocation for service and I 
would like to have added a plus, de-
voting many hours to it. Things don’t 
come out by chance, but because so-
meone is working on them and they 
are on top of it ... I would be left with 
having made Meritxell Avenue a pe-
destrian area and with the transfor-
mation of Santa Coloma, which was 
essential to end its floods. And I’ve 
done it with all the teams I’ve had 
that, together, we’ve «regained pri-
de», which was the motto of the first 
election campaign.

–Have you thought of a possible re-
placement?
–This is very difficult. There is the ju-
nior consul, who is my main colla-
borator and is a young, trained and 
prepared person and is a good choi-
ce. But it will not only depend on me, 
but also on him and the party. It’s 
still early days.

–Will you run for head of government?
–No, I don’t think so. It is up to Xa-
vier Espot to reappear; He still has a 
long way to go before his first term, 
which has been hit by the pandemic, 
and I don’t think he’s been able to do 
much of what he wanted to do. If he 
needs me, I’ll be by his side and give 
him all the support, but it’s not up to 
me. You never know in life, but at the 
moment my priority is to finish the 
next two years, which will be very in-
tense, in Andorra la Vella. We have a 
lot of work to do.

–What is clear is that Democrats must 
stand alone.
–Yes. A party like ours, with a vocati-
on for government and which in re-
cent years has been forged with con-
vincing victories both in the commu-
nal and in the Executive, cannot but 
present itself alone, we have no need. 
I have this very clear. Other formulas 
for territorial lists may exist; It’s not 
my favorite thing to do, but they’ve 
been successful and, well, they learn 
everything. H

«I want to be 
remembered for 
bringing a plus 
to the parish. On 
Meritxell Avenue and 
the Santa Coloma 
refurbishmen»

«I do not think I will 
present me to the 
head of government. 
It’s up to Espot and, 
if he needs me, I’ll be 
by his side»

–There aren’t many options for loca-
tion either.
–No; we are talking about the land of 
the Braus square or other property 
owned by the municipality in La Mar-
gineda.

–And what is your preference?
–I would very much like it to be in the 
center of the city, because it would 
allow to reduce, precisely, the mo-
bility and to give work to the hotels 
and businesses of the zone. But it is 
true that it is a very large infrastruc-
ture, very cumbersome, and that it 
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