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»» The header of the march, with the slogan
“For a dignified present and future”. The little
ones in the house also attend, with messages
and drawings.

«Elections now!»

In front of the gaze of tourists, the trade union march

The Police overcomes a demonstrator for insulting

gathers half a thousand people despite the bad weather | the officers, with the disapproval of those present
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espite the rain, the cold

and the festive long wee-

kend, last Thursday the

unions managed to mo-
bilize half a thousand people th-
rough the streets of Escaldes-En-
gordany and Andorra la Vella to
protest against the Government’s
policy in matters of housing, wages
and pensions, as well as the failu-
re of social consultation within the
Economic and Social Council (CES).
In the absence of official figures
from either the Traffic Service or
the Police, the Unié6 Sindical d’An-
dorra (USdA) was optimistic and
placed attendance at over a thou-
sand, but the presence of demons-
trators was similar to the march on
May 1st, with an attendance of al-
most 500 people. In his parliament
at the end of the demonstration in
Guillem6 Square in the capital, the
general secretary of the USdA, Ga-
briel Ubach, called for «elections
now!» and warned about the pos-
sibility of calling a general strike if
their requests were not met.

«We don’t want Mr. Xavier Espot
[head of government] to listen to
us, we want him to listen to us on-
ceand forall,andifhedoesn’twant

to listen to us, to be brave enough
to come out and say that the midd-
le class and the working class don’t
he doesn’t care about anything To-
daywe made a show of strength, for
us it was a complete success, with
the rain and with cold, because we
can’t continue like this, they will
end up burdening this country», de-
nounced the union leader. «<What
worries us-headded-is thatthe em-

fw'

ployers and the Government deny
the loss of purchasing power». For
this reason, «we will go to the stre-
ets whenever necessary and we are
ready to reach the last consequen-
ces, and if we have to call a strike,
we will do it, we will not be afraid
atall», hewarned.

The march started promptly at
8:00 p.m., from Coprinceps Square.
It was immediately apparent that,

»» The Police overcomes a demonstrator, last Thursday in Meritxell avenue.

as they had announced, there we-
re representatives of the Social De-
mocratic Party (PS) and Progressi-
ves-SDP. Under a light but constant
rain, thedemonstratorswentdown
the Carlemany avenue, in front of
the attentive gaze of the few tou-
rists who were still making the last
purchases of the day, in some ca-
ses with surprised faces. The atten-
dees carried various banners, so-

Gabriel Ubach

SECRETARY GENERAL OF USDA

«People are getting
very nervous, and
the Government
must realize that
this is getting out of
hand»

me of which were covered by many
umbrellas, with participants of all
ages.

The demonstration continued at
a steady pace, faster than planned,
and halfway through the high poli-
ce presence became more evident.
Precisely at the moment of going
up Meritxell avenue after La Roton-
da square, an incident occurred.
At that moment, a protester who
was reprimanding the officers, as
confirmed by both the law enfor-
cement and trade unionists, was
overcome and arrested, to the di-
sapproval of those present. «People
are getting very nervous, and the
Government must start to realize
that this is getting out of hand, be-
cause the evidence cannot be deni-
ed», Ubach denounced.

After the incident, the demons-
tration continued until it reached
Guillem6 Square in Andorra la Ve-
lla, where the unions read the pro-
test manifesto, with the slogan It’s
enough, in which question Espot
and the Government. After the uni-
ons intervened, the Stop Violen-
ce association also took the floor,
which supported the march. From
there, the unions passed the ball to
the Government’s response to de-
cide whether or not to call the stri-
ke.=
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT

Bus companies hire temporary workers
due to a lack of drivers in the country

The concessionaires admit that they need more staff, but that they will now lbe able to provide service properly
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he Principality’s public

transport concessionaires,

Coopalsa and Autocars Na-

dal, are taking advantage of
the month of December to finish
hiring the staff needed to provide
service during the winter season.
It should be noted that both com-
panies have had to hire occasional
drivers, due to the greatlackofqua-
lified and licensed drivers in An-
dorra. Therefore, Autocars Nadal,
which is responsible, among other
services, for the L1 line and the Ex-
press Bus, has already hired four se-
asonal workers. Even so, they still
need between seven and 10 more
employees to complete the staff of
about 60 people. For its part, Coo-
palsa, which isin charge of the rest
of the regular lines, already has be-
tween 20 and 25 casual workers
and, in total, approximately 80 dri-
vers. In this sense, the manager of
the company, Gabriel Dalleres, as-
sessed that «<we are happy becau-
se we have managed to hire quite
a few drivers, and it gives us some
peace of mind that we can provide
adequate service».

In context, this year, the arri-
val of temporary workers has be-
en brought forward by a month,
a factor that increased by 80% the
number of users who were using
the bus service in November, as ex-
plained by Dallereés. Added to the
free transport, thedropin the price
of the pass and the increase in the
price of energy products, this situ-
ation «generated a cluster that cau-
sed saturationin somelines», here-
marked, and hence the need to hi-
remore staff, since the staffwasnot
yet structured enough to take on
all the demand in a hurry. Therefo-
re,many changes had tobemadein
ashort time.

Inthisline, the general manager
of Autocars Nadal, Bartumeu Ga-
briel, asserted that some frequen-
cies have been reduced to reach
the Epizen shopping center and ex-
tend the journey, but on the rest of
thelines, frequencies have been in-
creased. Atthe same time, there ha-
ve been changes in the timetables
to avoid queuing. Another of the
novelties has been «the reintroduc-

The number of
users will increase
mostly in January;,
although it will be high
until March

MARICEL BLANCH

tion of L3, which has managed to
relieve the saturation of L2 and 14,
especially when downloading, for
the userswho suffered the most, co-
ming from Soldeu, El Tarter and Ca-
nillo», Gabriel detailed.

With the Purissima long wee-
kend, and entering the height of
the season, it is expected that the
number of public transport users
will increase even more. In this
sense, the manager of Coopalsa re-
ported that the strongest month
will be January, because it has 31
days, and February only 28. As for
March, he observed that during
the first days there is a high peri-
od of overnight stays, but from the
second half of the month it starts

to decrease, following «the normal
trend», explained Dalleres. So, to
prevent the lines from collapsing
again, additional expeditions will
be launched to meet this possible
risein demand, especiallyin the di-
rection of Encamp and Ordino. At
the same time, slight incidents are
expected in the coming days due
to the bad weather and the conti-
nuous arrival of workers in the co-
untry.

For their part, temporary wor-
kers cannot enjoy the free bus ser-
vice.Thisis why concessionaires of-
fer them the 30 euros monthly pass
with unlimited trips. «In any case,
compared to previous years, they
are in a much better situation, be-

Gabriel Dalleres
COOPALSA MANAGER

«We are happy
lbecause we have
managed to hire
quite a few drivers,
and it gives us peace
of mind»

Bartumeu Gabiriel
AUTOCARS NADAL DIRECTOR

«The reintroduction
of the L3 has
managed to relieve
the saturation of the
L2 and L4, especially
downhill»

cause for example, the Pas de la Ca-
sa pass used to cost 160 euros», ob-
served Dalleres.

POOR SeERVICE/ Finally, the Govern-
ment has opened a case against Co-
opalsa, as it has been detected that
it does not respect the terms of the
concession. Supposedly, it uses ve-
hicles for private services intended
for regular lines. The Minister of
the Presidency, Economy and Bu-
siness, Jordi Gallardo, assured that
«it is a situation that does not help
and does not respond to what is
planned in the award». Otherwise,
Dallerés indicated that it has not
yetbeen determined what the com-
pany has not done well, but if the
problem resides in the vehicles, he
opined that «<we should say which
ones, how many and in what way,
we don’t think it goes like this». In
addition, he always informed that
the FEDA Solutions database docu-
ments the movements of the buses
and sends the information to the
operators and the Executive. =
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