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NATIONAL PLAN AGAINST DRUG ADDICTION

The organizations consider that «we
are late» in the prevention of addictions

The country’s associations call for more
awareness campaigns and early detection
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he entities believe that An-

dorra needs to catch up on

addiction prevention. The

presidentofthe Association
for the Defense of Youth at Risk (Ad-
jra), Sandra Cano, assessed that «es-
pecially among teenagers, we are
late». In this sense, the Executive is
proposing an update of the Natio-
nal Plan against drug addiction for
2023, which is already 18 years old.
«This is a very long time, because
forexample in Spain, the modifica-
tions are made every two years», re-
marked for her part the president
of Life Project, Eva Tenorio, who al-
so explained that a plan of this na-
ture is essential for a country, due
to the fact that «<addictions cause
serious social problems, dysfuncti-
on in families and, all together, it
is a public health problem». At the
same time, Tenorio defended that
thisshould bea plan foraddictions,
notjust drug addiction. Thus, she
reported that according to a study
from the neighboring country, 18%
of the population between the ages
of 14 and 18 make abusive use of
new technologies.

Otherwise, the president of the
Adjra indicated that the delay in
updating thedocument has caused
consequences «that are already evi-
dent», such that a large volume of
young people currently have beha-
vioral problems, with the suffering
this entails for families and the eco-
nomic wear and tearitgeneratesin
terms of health. Cano also regret-
ted that for many adults it is diffi-
cult to explain that their child is
suffering from an addiction and,
therefore, «they keepitasecret», be-
cause it generates stigma and sha-
me. As a way of mitigating the pro-
blem, she proposes that if the plan
is modified, it includes preventi-
on work in schools with testimo-
nies from those affected and their
relatives, focusing on external cir-
cuits, such as playgrounds, parks,
buses or gas stations, as they are
the main «hot spots» that can lead
to the consumption of alcohol and
other drugs. At the same time, the
president of Life Project remarked
thatthe modification should inclu-
de the creation of an observatory
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on addictions, «because right now
the country does not have data on
which to base ourselves and act ac-
cordingly». In addition, she noted
that the text should provide for ad-
diction prevention programs-with
and without substance - and early
detection, as well as the prevention
of addictions in the workplace. Te-
norio also considered thatitis ne-
cessary to train professionals, and
to carry out awareness and infor-
mation campaigns for society in
general. At the same time, she as-
ked for more information to be gi-
ven about drugs and addictions in
a truthful way, without alarmism
and with scientific data to back
them up, because «the consumpti-
on of, for example, cannabis is very

SANDRA CANO

PRESIDENT OF THE ADJRA
«Andorra has the
particularity of being a
small country, and this
fight can be carried outin
a short period of time if we

put the tools in place»

Life Project proposes the creation of an
observatory to have data and provide solutions
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trivialized, and this will be a seri-
ous problem in the future». In this
line, the president of Life Project
expressed that all these proposals
should be developed with a gender
perspective, because «intervention
and prevention are focused from
an androcentric point of view», she
maintained.

However, Tenorio and Cano ex-
plained that in recent years, con-
sumption among young people
has increased in a «<worrying wayp,
which «every time starts earlier».
However, the president of Adjra
opined that «<Andorra has the par-
ticularity of being a small country,
and this fight can be carried out
within a deadline if we all put to-
gether tools and resources». =
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GENERAL COUNCIL

The mental health agreement is
approved with the approval of all groups

The will of the agreement is to strengthen the area of human and economic resources to have a «guaranteed» service

‘ EL PERIODIC
ESCALDES-ENGORDANY

[7] @PeriodicAND

he agreement on mental

health is approved with the

support of all parliamen-

tary groups and the inclu-
sion of some modifications to the
text from the amendments of the
Social Democratic Party (PS). The
aim of this measure is to strengt-
hen the service of the mental he-
alth area of Hospital Nostra Senyo-
radeMeritxell through human and
financialresources to «alleviate the
increase in care cases (+63%) that
has experienced the Principality
over the last twoyears». This was as-
sured by the General Councilor of
the PS Susanna Vela, after announ-
cing theamendments that the soci-
aldemocrats made to the final text,
which include new terms referring
to the collectives of children and
teenagers instead of youth and al-
so the inclusion of the name of spe-
cific benefits for psychological af-
fectations.

Going into the details of the me-
asures contemplated by the agree-
ment, the General Councilor of De-
mocrats Berna Coma, announced
that, after the aggravation of men-
tal pathologies caused by the coro-
navirus pandemic, «<reinforcement
was necessary from the instituti-
ons that ensure the effective sup-
portofthose affected and theirrela-
tives». This point is one of the main
demands of the associations of the
mentallyill, which ensure that the-
re is a lot of focus on those affected
and the families are left aside. Like-
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wise, Coma stressed that with this
agreement «<we want to bet on the
training of professionals to esta-
blish comprehensive care that pro-
vides guarantees».

In turn, the non-affiliated coun-
cilor, Carine Montaner, celebrated
the union of the political groups to
take this project forward. However,

she complained about the «long
journey» that families outside the
country have to make to visit those
affected by mentalillnesses and the
savings that would mean having a
specialized center in the Principa-
lity, which «would also create eco-
nomic synergies and would energi-
ze the territory».

In the same way, Coma added
that the understanding will also
serve to strengthen the coordina-
tion between the ministries of Soci-
al Affairs, Health and Education in
order to affect the maximum num-
ber of areas possible to «carry out a
detection effective and early for all
those situations that require speci-
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alized attention». Likewise, he spo-
ke about the figure of the educator
on the street who «through the co-
llaboration of the municipalities»
will also contribute to the detecti-
on and making of reports on men-
tal health, together with the rein-
forcement of public campaigns of
sensitization and awareness and
the consolidation of the Individua-
lized Monitoring Plan. Finally, Co-
mainfluenced the factof the spaces
of the current mental health area.
In this sense, he announced that
there will be a study of its dimensi-
ons and the adequacy of the spaces
to accommodate the growing de-
mand of users. =

Unanimity of the political parties
in the increase in tobacco taxes

The increase will mean
that the earnings go from
72 to 76 million euros
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Unanimity of the different parlia-
mentary groups for tobacco rates
to rise by 6%. And it is that the Bill
amending the general rate of taxes

on consumption, which was proces-
sed by way of extreme urgency and
necessity, was approved with the
favorable vote of all the groups of
the General Council. The different
political forces agreed that this in-
crease must be applied in order to
maintain a price balance with neig-
hboring states and also for the fig-
ht againstillicit trafficking. The Mi-
nister of Finance, EricJover, explai-

ned that «historically» the rates
have been adapted to the inter-
national context to maintain the
«fair balance between competiti-
veness and avoid that there is too
much of a differential». He also ad-
ded thatalthough Spain has main-
tained a more or less stable price
since 2017, in France there has be-
enapolicyaimed atincreasing the
price of tobacco since that year. In

thissense, we wanttoavoid thatan
«exaggerated» differential could
increase illicit traffic. The head of
Finance recalled that the coopera-
tion with France is close in the fig-
ht against smuggling, but it was
also necessary to increase fiscal
pressure, and indicated that the
neighboring country to the north
applauded this measure. The «mo-
derate» increase of 6% will mean,
for example, that the kilogram of
brown tobacco goes from 80.9 eu-
ros to 85.8. Opposition groups sup-
ported the measure. The president
of the Social Democratic Parlia-
mentary Group, Pere Lopez, emp-
hasized that they agree with the

measure, and emphasized the re-
venue-raising importance that
this activity has for the country,
recalling that with the increase, it
goes from collecting 72 to 76 milli-
on,whichrepresents 15% of the to-
tal income for the State. He defen-
ded that this increase in rates was
necessary so that there is a «cer-
tain balance» between collection
and the fight against smuggling.
«It’s a positive gesture», Lopez con-
cluded. Finally, Terceravia+Unié
Laurediana+Independents also
supported this modification and
the Minister of Finance stated that
it is «a good message» that «all are
united» on thisissue.=
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