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COOPERATION AGREEMENT

The Generalitat reaffirms its will to
strengthen the connectivity of the Pyrenees

The aim is that flights from La Seu airport can | The aim is that flights from La Seu airport can

have more frequency and efficiency
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e Generalitat de Catalunya
reaffirms its will to strengt-
hen the connectivity of the
communication infrastruc-

tures of the Pyrenees. This was stated
by the president of public works, Jo-
sep Sdnchez Llibre, yesterday during
the signing of the Cooperation Agre-
ement with the Andorran Business
Confederation (CEA). An agreement
that aims to reaffirm and enhance
business cooperation between An-
dorra and Catalonia, to encourage
collaboration between companies
from both countries and to promo-
te cross-borderinitiatives thatrevita-
lize the territory’s economy. In this
sense, the president of the CEA, Ge-
rard Cadena, emphasized the need
tofind mechanismstounite the Prin-
cipalitywith the border territories of
France and Spain, because «itis a po-
leofattraction and activity for there-

The CEA signs an
agreement with the
Ministry of public works
to promote initiatives
that revitalize the
territory’s economy

gions and departments of the south
and north of the Pyrenees», at the sa-
me time valuing that there must be
mutual benefit from the collaborati-
on between Andorran and Catalan
companies. For his part, Sdnchez Lli-
bre assured that «the most impor-
tant thing is that the government of
the Generalitat is on the side of the
CEA and, therefore, I think that the
collaboration will be very positive».
Going into detail, one of the issu-
esthattheorganizations have puton
the table is to increase the efficiency
and frequency of flights at Andorra-
la Seu d’Urgell Airport, also impro-
ving the relationship with the dif-
ferent international airlines of Ma-
drid, Lisbon, London or Paris. «This
is an issue that concerns the Gover-
nment of Andorra, employers and
the CEA», pointed out Sdnchez Lli-
bre.However, hemadeitknown that
from the Ministry of public works
«we will contribute to seek maxi-
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»» The president of public works, Josep Sanchez Llibre, and the president of the CEA, Gerard Cadena.

GERARD CADENA

CEAPRESIDENT

«[Andorra] is a pole of attraction and
activity for the southern and northern
regions of the Pyrenees»

JOSEP SANCHEZ LLIBRE

PRESIDENT OF PUBLIC WORKS

«We will contribute to seek maximum
complicity with the Generalitat, which
has jurisdiction over the airport»

mum complicity with the Generali-
tat, which has jurisdiction over the
airport.

At the same time, it is planned
to work on the railway project that
would link the capital of Catalo-
nia with the Pyrenees and the Ga-
llic country, although «the feasibi-
lity of it has yet to be seen», remar-
ked Cadena, who explained that a
preliminary project has already be-
en reviewed that would start its rou-
te in Alp, pass through La Seu d’Ur-
gell and arrive in Andorra. Although
it would be a possibility, «you have
to study and work a lot more», he in-
sisted. At the same time, talks have
started with France to try to impro-
ve the train from Ospitalet to Tou-
louse, specifically the part between

have more frequency and efficiency

the Ospitalet and Foix, and integra-
te a connection between Occitania
and Andorra. In this line, Sdnchez
Llibre announced that the president
of the Council of Administration of
Railways of the Generalitat de Cata-
lunya, Ricard Font, «is aware» of the
concerns regarding this issue. To fi-
nance therailway, however,itwould
be key to formalize an association
agreementbetween Andorraand the
European Union. If this event finally
occurs, the presidentofpublicworks
expressed that «everything will be fa-
cilitated» and, in this aspect, «the Ge-
neralitat would be an active agent to
makeitpossible; we seenodifficulty,
on the contrary, there is great com-
plicity on the part of all the adminis-
trations». Likewise, Cadena observed
thatasmany ofthese infrastructures
depend on the Generalitat, «the fact
thatwereach an agreementwith Eu-
rope can also mean that, if two coun-
tries like Spain and France are invol-
ved, we can have European fundingy.

To finance the
railway, Cadenaand
Sanchez Llibre argue
that the association
agreement with the
EUis key

WAGE INCREASE / On the other hand,
the Head of Government, Xavier Es-
pot, lastweek met the Economic and
Social Council so that the employer
and the unions agree on an agree-
ment on the increase in wages in ac-
cordance with the IPC, a very com-
plicated decision due to the differen-
ce in positions they have adopted.
In this sense, Cadena informed the
media yesterday that «the tendency
is for inflation to moderate» in the
coming months, all the while justi-
fying that, at the moment, the eco-
nomic parameters are not strict.
Thus, and on the increase in wages,
heremarked thatwe mustwaituntil
the end of the year to see what the fi-
nal inflation is and, from there, «see
what proposal we want to make». Ne-
vertheless, the president of the CEA
indicated that «<we know that the po-
sitions with the unions are opposite,
butwe will not fail to present our po-
sition and reach an agreement». =
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PROFESSIONAL COLLEGES

Dentists do not apply third-party payer,
even though the law is already in place

They allege that there is a «lack» of clarity in the guidelines coming from the CASS and computer problems

JOSEP GARCIA
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e College of Dentists and
Stomatologists of Andorra
(COEA) does not apply the
third-party payer system to

patients over 65 years old due to the
«lackofclarity ofits operation by the
CASSand the computer problemsas-
sociated with the parapublic». This
was stated by COEA board member
Pere Casany, who denounced a situ-
ation of «disorganization» in the he-
alth branch of the CASS that mana-
ges relations with all the professio-
nal health associations. In this way,
the dentist made it clear that a mo-
ratoriumon the third-party payerdi-
rective was agreed with the Ministry
of Health, despite the fact that it ca-
me into force on October 1st.

«90% of the work is ours, it costs
them [the CASS] nothing to apply
this measure, but the day of its im-
plementwation arrived withoutany
notice or instructions on the proce-
dure», complained Casany. At the
same time, he explained that the
membersofthe COEAhad ameeting
with the CASS techniciansand «even
they did not know exactly how they
were going to apply the third-party
payer in the IT field». Going into the
details of the measures to be adop-
ted, the dentists - the majority of
whom voted against the agreement
with the parapublic during the last
meeting - believe that the funding
proposed by the new agreement is
a «<nonsense». In this sense, Casany
justified the college’s position by
claiming that «if small treatments
worth no more than 60 euros are fi-
nanced and, on the other hand, den-
tal interventions that exceed 1,500
euros have been to move forward,
thereisno qualitative change”. Con-
tinuingin the same vein, the dentist
affirmed that these measures are al-
ready being carried out today and
that, in fact, there is already an ef-
fective system coming from Social
Affairs to contribute to the services
and care of those people who do not
interventions may be allowed.

At the same time, Casany critici-
zed the «avalanche of administrati-
ve documents» that are required in
consultations and the «disorganiza-
tion» in the sense that the patient
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»» A dentist attends to a patient in a consultation.

[

PERE CASANY
MEMBER OF THE COEA BOARD

«|t doesn’t cost them
anything to apply

this measure, but the
implementation came
without warning or
explanation»

«Many
consultations have
had to be reduced
due to an outdated
agreement»
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only advances 25% of the cost of the
service, while the remaining part ar-
rives, usually, after a month. As an
example, heindicated that«Icannot
do an extraction for 38 euros with
three people present in the opera-
ting room if it takes more than five
minutes because itis not financially
profitable».

Regarding the rates, Casany rei-
terated that for 20 years the Govern-
ment has been right about the need
for a change in remuneration. «<We
have already seen more than five mi-
nisters promising usarevision ofthe
agreement, but the same nomencla-
ture of the 80s still continues».In ad-
dition, he recalled the resentment
of dentists during the coronavirus
pandemic, who let the health crisis
pass to resume negotiations to up-
date therates with the Executive on-
ce thesituationimproved. However,
«many consultations and the num-
ber of visits have had to be reduced
due to an outdated agreement that
provides for the payment of some
materials that are no longer used.

On the other hand, Casany hig-
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The sector admits
that the contract with the
parapublicis a claim that
causes more influx of
patients.

hlighted a «controversy» regarding
the coverage of the services that the
parapublic finances annually, such
as oral cleanings. «<We do not have
any time criteria to check if the pa-
tients have already carried out the
cleaning covered by social security
when they ask us for it», criticized
the dentist, adding that «later we
find that the CASS does not give us
themoneybackwithoutusknowing
ifthe patienthasalreadyused the co-
veragen.

Finally, the COEA hopes to reach
an agreement as soon as possible
with the Minister of Health, Albert
Font, regarding the clarification of
the application of the third-party
payer and the update of the service
fees. Today, there are three mont-
hs left to re-sign the renewal agree-
ment, therefore, «<we hope that the
Executive will do his part because
we know that the CASS is a very im-
portant claim for patients and cau-
ses us to have more visits, butif we
don’t get the numbers in green, we
won’t be able to continue, said Ca-
sany.=
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