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four weeks and that the virus will become endemic
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Given the charac-
teristics of the omi-
cron, the Minis-
ter of Health, Joan
Martinez Benazet,
estimates that
with this variant <almost the enti-
re population will be infected». The
main features that make Benazet
«unbeatable» in the face of other
new mutations are that it is high-
ly infectious and has a shorter in-
cubation period. The minister al-
soremarked that «his case is less se-
rious» because «he has no affinity
for the lungs.» However, the head
of Health emphasized that this si-
tuation «does not mean that we
should not do anything», and for
this reason we will follow the me-
asures so that the brutal rise in ca-
ses is slowed down as much as pos-
sible». It’snotlike a flu,we can’tre-
lax. We have to respect him, «said
the minister.

Benazet predicts that «there will
be many cases» in the coming days,
and that these will lead to «stress in
primary care, in the health system
as a whole, and also in companies
due to theloss ofworkers». <(We will
have to get used to talking about
very high data», he added, adding
that there will also be contagion
from people who have already be-
en infected, as according to the
minister «75% of people who have
passed the disease can be re-infec-
ted». As of Wednesday, the gover-
nment had detected 487 new posi-
tives - out of a total of 25,289 - and
the number of active cases stood at
3,637. Of these, 28 were admitted
to the Hospital Nostra Senyora de
Meritxell: 14 on the ground floor
and 14 in the ICU, 10 of which we-
re under mechanical ventilation.
The discharges totaled 21,511 peo-
ple on Wednesday and 141 deaths.
Also, among the epidemiological
data, the 115 infections detected in
thelast 24 hoursin the tests carried
out on tourists were also highligh-
ted. Finally, 138,386 vaccines were
administered before the vaccinati-
on campaign, of which 24,351 we-
re third-dose. In this regard, Bena-
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»» Joan Martinez Benazet and Mer tixell Cosan, at one point in the ir appearance.

zet said that 34-year-olds were alre-
ady being cited.

In any case, and despite this cur-
rent growth trend, the minister
predicted that in three «or four we-
eks the incidence will go down. In
this regard, the head of Health al-
so shared that the intuition of epi-
demiologists at this timeis that the
omicron «becomes an endemic»,
and thatin fact, «this is what we all
want.»

ISOLATION OR SURVEILLANCE / The pre-
sidentofthe Medical Association of
Andorra (COMA), Meritxell Cosan,
also took part in Wednesday’s pre-
sentation, explaining the new gui-
delines to be followed by the popu-
lation in the event of contact with

Andorra has 487
cases and the positive
cases amountto 3,637,
of which 28 were
hospitalized

a positive. «<We have tried to sim-
plify as much as possible», said Co-
san, who called on the public to be
rigorous, especially in meeting ti-
mes.«Many people panicand go for
atestwhenitisearlyand doesn’tle-
ad to areliable diagnosis», said the
COMA president, insisting thata
test performed too early or when
it is being incubated gives a nega-
tive result and a «false sense of se-
curity to lead anormal life and this
can lead to the circulation of the vi-
rus when the person is finally posi-
tive.» On the one hand, Health will
distinguish between those who ha-
ve symptoms and those who donot.
If they have symptoms, the person
should be isolated and tested for
antigens, and if they are negative,
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Benazet thinks that with the omicron «almost
the whole population will be infected>

H The minister predicts that the incidence will decrease in H Health sets different guidelines for positive contacts

depending on whether they are immunized or not

JOAN M. BENAZET
MINISTER OF HEALTH

«\We will continue to
take steps to slow
down therisein
cases. Thisis not like a
flu, we can’t relax»

MERITXELL COSAN
PRESIDENT OF THE COMA
«Many people panic
and go for a test when
itis early and doesn’t
lead to areliable
diagnosis»

they should go for an immediate
TMA to confirm the diagnosis. At
this point, if the person is immu-
nized, he or she should be on pas-
sive surveillance for 10 days, and if
he orsheisnot, he orshe should be
isolated for seven days and spend
seven more days in passive survei-
Ilance.

If the contact is asymptomatic
and immunized, you will need to
undergo passive monitoring and
a TMA within 72 hours. And if this
is negative, you will have to do 10
days passive surveillance from the
last contact with the infected per-
son. However, if the person is not
immunized and has no symptoms,
he or she should be isolated for 72
hours and given a TMA. If it is nega-
tive, you will have to remain isola-
ted and repeat the test on the sixth
day, and if the negativity is confir-
med,youwill have tokeep a passive
surveillance for seven days.

Ultimately, the Ministry of He-
alth has also chosen to strengthen
the protocols of health centers, li-
miting to three different people
who can make visits and an inten-
sification of the tests on the return
ofresidents to the center. In additi-
on, a certification has been created
for people who have a medical con-
traindication to the vaccine, which
will only be valid in the Principa-
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Only 1.1% of serious
notifications were
confirm
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The government
«does not consi-
der necessary» to
set up a special
fund to compen-
sate people suffe-
ring from serious side effects fo-
llowing the administration of the
covid-19 vaccine. Through a par-
liamentary response to the non-
attached general councilor, Cari-
ne Montaner, the Executive sta-
tes that «xpharmacovigilance data
from Andorra and other countri-
es indicate a good performance of
vaccines», so it is notit will alloca-
te «<an economic item specifically
intended for this purpose». Howe-
ver, the government argues that it
also «<has mechanisms in place to
deal with situations that arise and
the Andorran institutions guaran-
tee the exercise of the rights of all
citizens.»

In this sense, Montaner also as-
ked to know who will compensa-
te these people in case they suffer
serious side effects from the vac-
cine. The Government emphasi-
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»» The non-attached general counsel, Carine Montaner.
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The govemment does not plan to set
up a vaccine compensation fund
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zesin thisregard that the vaccines
currently available <have an emer-
gency authorization» and <have
undergone all the clinical steps
required to ensure their safety
and efficacy», although they ack-
nowledge that what has been ex-
ceptional is that, in order to shor-
ten deadlines, «<some of these pha-
ses have been allowed to be carried
out in parallel and not sequentia-
Ily». That is why the minister has
announced that she will apply for
the contracts signed with the neig-
hboring countries and Covax for
obtaining the vaccines.

However, to give even more gua-
rantees, «the pharmacovigilance
of these vaccines has been carried
outworldwide», with «very careful
monitoring»and forcing manufac-
turers to submit their monthly re-
ports instead of each six months
as usual.

In this context, the Executive
recallsin its response to Montaner
that it periodically publishes the
report on the pharmacovigilan-
ce of covid-19 vaccines and, in re-
lation to the latest report publis-
hed on November 24, 2021, with
112,797 doses administered s 634
notifications were recorded, of
which 1.1% were considered seri-
ous but none had a «fatal result».

Finally, theyrecall thatvaccina-
tion aims to reduce the severity of
the disease and related deaths; do
not reduce events or deaths from
other causes than covid-19, so that
during the vaccination campaign
certain events or deaths mayoccur
for different reasons, sometimes
in close temporary association
with the vaccine, without this it
has to do with being vaccinated. =

Emmanuel Macron «wants to fuck»
people who don’t get vaccinated

The co-prince’s
statements are stirring up
the presidential election
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French President and Co-Prince Em-
manuel Macron has caused a gre-
at deal of controversy in France
through statements made to the
newspaper Le Parisien. Asked about

coronavirus management measu-
res,and more specifically, vaccinati-
on, the co-prince said, «I'm not here
toupset the French, butIdon’twant
to fuck the unvaccinated. And I will
doit thoroughly.

Thus, Macron warns that those
who are not immunized will not be
able to access bars, restaurants, the-
aters or museums, among others.
This is one of the measures that we
want to take forward and that is un-

der parliamentary debate. Specifi-
cally, this is a bill by which the covid
certificate would become exclusive-
ly a vaccination passport, meaning
that the results of diagnostic tests
would not be valid to obtain this do-
cument. Either way, Macron says he
doesn’t want to make vaccination
mandatory.

These claims have shaken French
politicsjust three months before the
presidential election. =
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»» The President and Co-Prince of France, Emmanuel Macron.
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