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JEAN MONTERO MoraBanc Andorra’s new base in the Dominican Republic

‘ ‘ JOAN JIMENEZ
ANDORRA LA VELLA

X @JdimenezM9a7

Jean Montero has signed for Mora-
BancAndorra thisseason 23-24.The
one who was the best young player
of the last campaign in the ACB has
had to overcome many difficulties
and obstacles during his career, but
nothing and no one has stopped the
Dominican from continuing to pur-
sue his dreams in the world of bas-
ketball, as well to be able to develop
his best game with the tricolor shirt.

-How is Andorra, since it is so diffe-
rent from the Dominican Republic
and Gran Canaria?

-Well, the weather is very different,
life, day to day, living here and mo-
re. I understand that, for me or for
any athlete, the issue of the city and
other aspects does not affect us so
much when you already have a mis-
sion in mind, that you come to play
basketball and tobe prepared and fo-
cused on the team. The weather has
notbeensodifficultforme.lhavebe-
en in Spain for some time now and I
know moreorless thelife herein An-
dorra,whichisdifferent.But,Iadapt
asmuchasIcan.

—Little by little, right?
-Exactly.

—-Do you miss the Dominican Repu-
blic? What is your country like?

- Well, yes, I miss it. I miss my peo-
ple very much; my family; my father
and my mother; I have a child too, a
son; my partner They are there, in
the Dominican Republic. I'm wor-
king to see if I can take them (to An-
dorra)verysoonso thatIdon’tspend
Christmas alone here, so thatIcan
have a nice time. In the Dominican
Republic, we take Christmas very se-
riously and it is very important for
us to be with family and loved ones.

-lIsit hard being separated from your
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family for so long? how does it feel?

- Yes, well, for me it has always be-
en a bit hard, since have been away
from home since I was 13 years old,
playing outside, in the United Sta-
tes, Mexico and Spain. The first week
hasalwaysbeen veryhard forme, be-
cause I have to go to the Dominican
and then wherever I go, and being
without my family, leaving customs
behind and other things, it’s somet-
hing that at first affects you. But as I

A

,—
et
Lt

told you, when you have something
in mind, a plan, and you want to ac-
hieveyour personal goals, you know
that there are things you have to sa-
crifice.

-And as | was saying, you have had
this dynamic since you were 13. Are
you used to it?

- Exactly, it’s getting a little easier
for me. Also, now with the topic of
social media, even ifwe are far away,
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we can be close with video calls, text
messages and others.

-Focusing more on the sports fi-
eld, your exit from Gran Canaria was
complicated. Could you tell us your
version of what happened?

-Well, I don’t like to give too many
details about this topic, since I've
left it behind. Personally, I was very
hurt by the fact that certain types of
news came out that were false, you
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know?And atthattime theyaffected
me personally. For this kind of thing
to come out... All summer we were
managing the exit and everything,
and in the end, boom!That bomb co-
mes out, just when [ was in the Do-
minican. I remember that I had just
woken up (when Gran Canaria pu-
blished a statement regarding the
player). And well, let them say that
about me considering that, as I ha-
ve already said, we had been wor-
king throughout the summer and
I had already expressed my will and
my desire to leave for another team
paying the clause, obviously, it hurt
me personally, the truth.

- Did you feel singled out? With too
much pressure and maybe things
were notas discussed or differentas-
pects were misinterpreted?

—-Exactly.  understand that there is
a matter of interest to the club and
that they have to defend their ima-
ge, but where is the personal as-
pect and professionalism? Let that
kind of news come out, even though
they themselves know it was fake,
you know? When I go on Twitter, for
example, many people from Gran
Canaria, who don’t know things,
simply say what they have heard,
but without having heard my versi-
on or others. They point at me, they
tellme thatitisnot professional and
that I am not responsible. For me, it
was a bit rough at the time when I
was hearing the first news and stuff.

—But are yu calmer now? More res-
ted?

-Yes, I have now put it behind me, I
understand that it is a matter of in-
terest in the business of basketball.
When [ go there (with MoraBanc An-
dorra)let’s see how they receive me.

-In your presentation, you explained
that you could not find your place in
the United States orinthe NBA, in the
New York Knicks, who in the end re-
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ad to overcome and his ambitions with the Principality team

jected your signing when you were
with them in the summer. What hap-
pened there?

- Practically, I was at the Training
Camp with them. I trained very well
with the Knicks, they were happy
with mywork, they offered me a con-
tract, we were negotiating the clau-
se with Gran Canaria; it was not pos-
sible in the end and that meant that
I'was basically out of competition in
the Dominican Republic for five or
four months. Then there was the FI-
BA window in November and Febru-
ary, but from August to the end of
January I couldn’t do anything. La-
ter I was transfer to Real Betis. [ was
obviously trying to get back to Gran
Canaria, they told me there was no
place for me anymore and I spent
another three months without com-
peting until at the end of December
and January [ was able to join Betis.

=You also participated in the World
Cup in which you attracted quite a bit
of attention despite the elimination
against Serbia. It feels like life is th-
rowing obstacles at you and you are
overcoming them. How do you see
this fact?

-Since childhood, I have been a very
ambitious boy.I like challenges and
overcoming them. I'm also very
competitive. When there is somet-
hing that people say «oh, he can’t»,
wanttodoittoshow them thatIcan.
Everything in life can be achieved
with hard work and dedication. For
me, these types of obstacles make me
want to inspire myself more when
it comes to doing things and being
able to achieve them. Like I said, I'm
very competitive and ambitious too,
and tothe peoplewho tellmelcan’t,

I'want to prove to them thatIcan.

- Last season you were the best yo-
ung player in the ACB. But this year
you signed for MoraBanc Andorra,
whichhas justbeendescended. How
did this move fit in? What vision did
you have when signing with the club?
-With MoraBanc,  remember that
last year I already had an offer with
them and then the one from Betis ca-
me up.Obviously,Iwanted to playin
the ACBand meetthetalentin thele-
ague. Later, at the end of the season,
the summer negotiations came up,
as the previous ones were not pro-
ductive, but, this was the best opti-
on.Itis a team that comes from the
LEB Or,but Andorra has always been
fighting in the ACB and playing go-
od games. And watching the prese-
ason games, [ understood that this
option here could fit my type of ga-
me very well. Many people are very
hesitant about things like «Mora-
Banc has many players who can sco-
re, how would you accept your ro-
le?».Iacceptmyroleaccording tomy
talent. I can do one or both. If I ne-
ed to screl do. IfI need to bring the
ball up, I bring it up, you know?
With me, there is no pro-
blem atall.

-Do you also have a
lot of confidence in
the vision of the or-
ganization? In ot-
her words, doesthe *
club give you confi-
dence?

-Exactly. Alot of confidence. In trai-
ning, I feel very comfortable, we got
along very well with the team and
I understand that we will give a lot

«|am very fortunate
to be here with
some Dominican
compatriots.  ask
them to continue
encouraging us»

of fight here at the ACB this year. I
felt very integrated in the dressing
room.

-=You also have an old friend here, Ty-
son Pérez, who although he is now
a Unicaja transferred to MoraBanc,
was he also a key piece in your sig-
ning?

- Ofcourse,Iasked him alot of ques-
tions when the offer arrived. How is
life there, so and so?Iasked Stan too,
whenwewerein Gran Canaria.They
spoke very well to me (of Andorra)
and I told them that I will be there
and we are going up.

- The tricolors started the season
with irregular sensations, but as the
games went on, the team seemed to
getusedto and adapt to the ACB and
that they played better each time.
From his point of view, having just
arrived after making his debut the
other day against Baskonia, how do
you see this progression? What fac-
tors have driven this evolution?

-I understand that An-
dorra comes from the
LEB Or, I understand
that it is a change
of league and must
adapt to the new ga-
me system. They ha-
ve a practically com-
plete team with eig-
ht players from the
previous squad that
was in LEB Or and
now they are in
the ACB and

they have to adapt to the type of ga-
me. But I've always bet that, as the
games go by, they’ll adapt and we’ll
get better, and well, here we go. We
have threewinsinarowand hope to
continue to get more.

-What are your short, medium and
long term goals?

-Short term, improve every day, le-
arn something new every day and
adapt something new to my type of
game. In the mid-term, [ unders-
tand thatwe can thinkabout the Co-
pa del Rey in February and be in the
Play—Offs at the end of the season,
that’s very important for me. And
in the long term and in the future,
I always think about becoming the
best player I can be. It doesn’t mat-
ter how long it takes, I don’t know if
it will be four years or so. Time and
God will tell.

-Do you want to send a message to
the fans? What would you say to the
stands?

-Iwant to tell them to continue sup-
porting us. We have a lot of beauti-
ful things and we will give a lot of
competition. We will compete a lot
against the TOP teams from here in
the ACB and let them feel part of us
and we want to feel part of them.

-Do you know what part of the Do-
minicans resident in Andorra plan to
attend the match on the 11th of La
Bombonera? What message do you
send them?

- Simply, I want to tell you that I
am very lucky to be here with some
Dominican compatriots, who feel
from the farthest point of the world
and wherever we are. We are like ri-
ce, we are many. The only thing I
want to ask is that they conti-
nue toencourage Andor-
ra and I send them
allahug. =
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