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hevastmajority of products

associated with tobacco

will have a price increase

of 6%, as assured by the Mi-
nister of Finance and Spokesman,
Eric Jover, with the aim of maintai-
ning «transparency» in internatio-
nal commercial relations and revi-
ewing the tax rates to tobacco pro-
gressively. In this sense, we are in a
situation where there is a very subs-
tantial difference in amounts with
France and Spain, since, on the one
hand, the Gallic country has increa-
sed them significantly and, on the
other hand, the Spanish neighbors
has stabilized for some time. As are-
sult, the greater the mismatch be-
tween the pricesin Andorraand tho-
se abroad, especially in the French
part, «the more the illicit traffic-
king of this product is being encou-
raged», the holder of Finance poin-
ted out. For this reason, the purpose
oftheincrease is not toraise money,
butrather symbolic. However, Jover
assessed that the return to norma-
lity, with the movement of people,
has meant that there is an even gre-
atersense of smuggling, which is ex-
perienced especially on the Franco-
Andorran border.

«I have to be honest, at the begin-
ning we were a little bit in anticipa-
tion of the forecasts of an increase
on the Spanish side», acknowledged
Jover. In other words, the Govern-
ment expected the rise in the neigh-
boring country to occur last year, as
news was even published with ini-
tial draft budgets that included the
change in tobacco taxes. According
to the minister, «<what we would ha-
ve done is align ourselves tempo-
rarily, wait for the increase and we
will doitright after». This, however,
hasnotbeen the case, and although
Spain has not yet taken action, «we
anticipateand doitunilaterally», he
pointed out.

Regarding sales, with this modi-
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The Government raises tobacco taxes
by 6% to prevent illicit trafficking

The increase means that almost four million | Jover points out that there is still room to maintain

competitiveness with neighboring countries

»» Tobacco products in a commercial establishment.

The budget
collection figure
for 2023 is 108
million euros

fication it is estimated that around
four million euros more will be co-
llected annually, but according to
Jover, in the total income at the end
oftheyear«therewill benobigchan-
ges», since taxation increases, butal-
so there is a global trend of decrea-
sing consumption. At the same ti-
me, it should be remembered that
the figure for the collection of the
budget for 2023 is 108 million eu-
ros, an amount that demonstrates
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the recovery from the pandemic,
«mostly due to tourists», indicated
Jover. In short, the Government’s
wish is not for there to be a decrea-
se in the margin and a constant pri-
ce, butrather that the fact of incre-
asing the rate has an implication
with the amount sold to the public
of tobacco products. «In fact, the pri-
ce sets minimum prices for us, but
that doesn’t mean that operators
can’t go above», remarked the head

Eric Jover

FINANCE MINISTER AND
SPOKESMAN

«| have to be honest,
at the beginning

we were a little bit

in anticipation of
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the increase on the
Spanish side»

of Finance. Nevertheless, he obser-
ved that «we think thereis still room
to maintain competitiveness with
Spain, and obviously, we will still be
far from the prices seen in France».

The rule has already entered par-
liamentary procedure and is expec-
ted tobedebated and voted on atthe
ordinary session of the General Co-
uncil tomorrow.

ASSESSMENT OF TRADERS / For his part,
the president of the Union of Andor-
ran Tobacco Traders (UCAT), Raul
Calvo, assured EL PERIODIC last we-
ek that he is in favor of an increase
in prices. Specifically, he defended
that «it can improve our economic
results while maintaining competi-
tiveness with the Spanish market».
Inaddition, heasserted that«westill
have some way to go to reduce the
differential». Finally, Calvo explai-
ned that some establishments alre-
adysell the products above the mini-
mum selling price, and considered
that the price increase «<may mean
an improvement in our results, ta-
king advantage of this margin that
we haver. =
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POLITICS

The opposition rejects the budgets
for the «lack» of action in housing

He also points out that they will not be used to cope with the coming winter or to improve the purchasing power of the population

MARICEL BLANCH
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he representatives of the

parliamentary opposition,

with the exception of Ter-

ceravia who did not speak,
reject the Budget Bill for 2023 that
the Government presented yester-
day due to its «lack» of action in the
field of housing, the Principality’s
main problem and concern at pre-
sent. Thus, the president of the Soci-
al Democratic Party (PS), Pere Lépez,
declared that «only with a project
like that of Borda Nova, which has
been running for more than three
years, it is not possible to deal with
the structural problems of the «<hou-
sing».

Continuing in the same vein, L6-
pez affirmed that visible actions are
needed by the Executive in order to
reduce the impact of inflation on ci-
tizens. «If the excise taxes on fuel for
basic facilities such as transport or
heating are not lowered, people will
have a hard time», stressed Lopez, at
the same time stressing that the pri-
ority of the budget should be «famili-
es».Healso touched on therisein the
price of electricity and the context of
energysavingin the country,empha-
sizing «the lack of response and coo-
perativeness on the partofthe Gover-
nment for ascenario of uncertainty».

On the other hand, the social de-
mocrats believe that projects like the
multifunctional one, with an invest-
ment of more than 30 million euros,
«does not make any sense, conside-
ring that fewer resources have been
devoted to the creation of housing».
Thus, Lépez indicated that this initi-
ative is behind «a lot of urban plan-
ning work with the collaboration of
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private individuals», which is why
he questioned the political and eco-
nomicviabilityata timewhen, in his
opinion, it would be necessary to re-
organize the priorities of public ac-
tion.

At the same time, the PS empha-
sized the forecast of 4.5% inflation
reflected by the Government in the
budget.In this sense, he warned that
«we do not know the basis for which
the Executive thinks thatwewillend
theyearwith this CPIfigure, butlam
convinced thatifmeasuresarenotta-
ken to combatinflation, wewill have
to request credits additional». Thus,
Lépez’swords are opposed to the visi-
on of the Minister of Finance, Eric Jo-
ver, who stated during the presenta-
tion of the accounts that an increase
in the final figure of the inflation cal-
culation could be solved without the

»» Archive image of the Government’s administrative building.

need torequest extra credits.

For her part, non-affiliated coun-
cilor Carine Montaner criticized the
bill, pointing out that it «should fo-
cus on combating the impoverish-
ment of the population and suppor-
ting the country’s companies» wit-
hout «wasting» public money in
projects «that will not give citizens
quality of life». He affirmed all this
including the fact of the «economic
context of energy crisis which we are
about to face.

In addition, Montaner proposed
ageneral reduction in the salaries of
political representatives and also the
reduction of positions of trust and
the number of elected officials in the
municipalities «to save resources
and tomake theworkeasier for users
and officials». Likewise, he emphasi-
zed thesituation of the Andorran He-

alth Care Service (SAAS) stating that
it enjoys a very high number of co-
ordinators and intermediate posi-
tions, «compared to the number of
nurses»; therefore, «an optimizati-
on of Health resources is necessary».

EXTRA-PARLIAMENTARY VIEW / On behalf
of the new Concordia political for-
mation, one of'its promoters, Cerni
Escalé, denounced, first ofall, alack
of transparency regarding the visi-
bility of the accounts on the Gene-
ral Council’s website. «<We have not
been able to view the text of the bill
on the internet, perhaps it is due to
the revision process that must be fo-
llowed by the Syndicate, but more
public transparency would be ne-
eded», indicated Escalé. Going in-
to detail about the most significant
points of the accounts, the training
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PRESIDENT OF PS

«[f nothing is done to
combat the impact

of inflation, more
extraordinary credits will
have to be requested»

CARINEMONTANER
NON-AFFILIATED ADVISOR

«The focus should

lbe on combating the
impoverishment of the
population and on favoring
the country’s companies»

CERNI ESCALE
PROMOTER OF CONCORDIA

«[We question] what
are the Government’s
priorities if it becomes a
scenario of economic
recession.

criticizes the «optimismp» that the fi-
guresrevealin thefaceofa «volatile»
€Conomic scenario.

In this way, Concordia questions
«what are the Government’s prioriti-
es if it becomes a scenario of recessi-
on. Similarly, Escalé called it «irres-
ponsible» toincreasedebtata time of
economic growth and also stressed
the need to «reorder priorities», sin-
ce «more than 30 million euros are
invested in the multifunctional and
lessthan 15in the purchase of public
housing».=
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Grifols dismisses its president due
to the need to reduce the debt

Dolsa asks if the arrival of a
company that has devalued
by 55% is appropriate
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After more than two decades at the
head of Grifols, Victor Grifols will be
replaced by the American Steven F.
Mayer.Itis the first time that the Ca-
talan pharmaceutical company has
anon-Catalan president, butitisjus-
tified by the imperative need to re-
duce the company’sdebt: <Wearelo-
oking forward to presenting our ma-
nagement teams and workers and
joining forces to promote the value
of the “company working on the ba-
sis of our strategic plan”, explained
the co-CEOs, Victor and Raimon Gri-
fols, who will now be lower Mayer.

The figure of the American will
therefore be purely financial and co-
mes when Grifols is going through
one of its worst moments in history
due to the high levels of debt, which
in the presentation of results for the
month of June was confirmed to
be close to 9,000 millions, and that
in the last year it has fallen by mo-
re than 55% on the stock market. Li-
kewise, it should be remembered
that only a couple of weeks ago the
works began in Ordino to improve
access to the land where the com-
pany must install a P3 laboratory.
In this sense, it must also be borne
in mind that the main promoter of
Grifols’ arrival in the Principality,
former minister Joan Martinez Be-
nazet, has not yet responded to the
request of the councilor of X’Ordi-
no, Enric Dolsa, who months ago he

proposed a face-to-face on public te-
levision to dismantle the supposed
benefits of the installation. «I conti-
nue towait for an answer to explain
thereasons for this senseless project
that threatens the public health of
the country», Dolsa pointed out at
the end of last month, adding that
«the will of Martinez Benazet is to
explain the advantages of the faci-
lities , which do not exist; and I will
devote myself to explaining the re-
ality». «Is it appropriate for Andor-
ra to have a devalued Grifols with a
55% loss on the stock market and a
large debt?» asked Dolsa, who poin-
ted out thatin the contract between
the Government and the pharma-
ceutical company there is an invest-
ment of 25 million euros in debt:
«Given the situation, will the Gover-
nment be the one to guarantee this
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company? Why should I do it if Gri-
fols Andorra is expected to always
have losses?», he insisted.

In addition, the new councilor
in the municipality of Ordino, Jean-
Michel Armengol, stated in his oath
of office on Monday that he will as-
sess points of understanding with
X’Ordino to prevent the launch of
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the laboratory in the parish from
being a reality.

That’s how things are, Mayer,
who has dedicated his career to im-
proving the competitiveness of com-
panies, aims to find the best formu-
la to obtain capital that eases cur-
rent debt levels without selling part
ofthe assets. =
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