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Interview » The Episcopal Palace regrets the «unfounded accusations»

«Victims of abuse must be listened
to and abusersremoved»

EDUARD IBANEZ Deputy of the representative of the episcopal co-prince
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Eduard Ibdnez took the oath of of-
fice as deputy representative of the
episcopal co-prince a month ago.
His professional career has been fo-
cused on Law and representation
and work in different Christian or-
ganizations that have taken him to
the Episcopal Palace of La Seu d’Ur-
gell.

-From a lawyer with a doctorate in
Criminal Law and a degree in Phi-
losophy to deputy representative of
the episcopal co-prince in Andorra.
How did you get here?

-In addition to practicing as a
lawyer, I served for 19 years as di-
rector of Justice and Peace in Barce-
lona and also as president of Justice
and Peace in Spain. It is a Catholic
institution dedicated to the defense
of human rights, social justice and
peace, which emerged from the Se-
cond Vatican Council. I have also
had responsibilities in other Chris-
tian organizations. Surely Mr. Co—
prince has considered that my ex-
perience and background were sui-
table for the task he has given me.
I feel very honored to be able to do
thisservicein the Church and in An-
dorra.

-What exactly does your job consist
of?

—-My task is to collaborate professi-
onally with the personal represen-
tative, Josep M. Mauri and with the
Co-prince Services.

-You are coming at a time when so-
ciety is evolving very quickly and
wants political and social changes.
Is the Co-Principality guaranteed?

-The parliamentary Co-Principa-
lity is the political regime that the
people of Andorra, in the exercise
of their sovereignty, have decided
and wantdemocratically.Itwilllast
aslong as Andorrans freely want it.

-Whatis the role of the episcopal co-
prince?

—-The Constitution considers the co—-
princes as the highest representa-
tion of the State, and grants them
the mission of being the symbol
and guarantee of the permanence
and continuity of Andorra. At the
same time, they arbitrate and mo-
derate the functioning of public
authorities, but without exercising
any government function as in the
past. The episcopal co—prince is fu-
1ly committed to these functions, at
the service of the Andorrans, with
the firm will to maintain the inde-
pendence of Andorra.

«The parliamentary
co—principality is the
regime that Andorra
has decided on. It
will last as long as
the Andorrans freely
want it»

«[t must be respected
that the episcopal
co—prince cannot

act against his
conscience in this
matter [abortion]»

-What is your relationship with the
French co—-prince?

—-Tam still settling into my task, but
as far as [ know, relations are cordi-
al, fluid and of maximum collabo-
ration in their joint mission as He-
ad of State and highest representa-
tives of the State.

—-Following the Russian invasion of
Ukraine, Andorra has changed its
historic neutrality. Was it a good de-
cision?

-It is not up to me personally to as-
sess the decisions of the Andorran
Government. However, I know that
the two co-princes consider, and
have stated so, that Andorra, with
the decisions it has taken, has cor-
rectly positioned itself in favor of
peace, international law and aid to
the civilian population affected.

-What do you think about the decri-
minalization of abortion?

-My opinion as a Catholic coinci-
deswith the position of the Church,
as the episcopal co-prince has al-
ways stated. The law must protect
human life from its conception. In
this sense, it must be respected that
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»» The deputy of the representative of the episcopal co—prince, Eduard Ibanez.

the episcopal co-prince cannot act
against his conscience in this mat-
ter.In addition, the Andorran Cons-
titution, in its article 8, recognizes
the right to life and fully protects it
in its different phases.

-Inrecent years, the Church has be-
en losing adherents. What do you
thinkitis due to?

—-The Church does not aim to make
followers, but to announce the Gos-
pel. Thismeansinviting everyone to
apersonal encounter with Jesus Ch-
rist, who is a source of meaning and
profound joy. It is true that in the
current cultural context there are
tendencies that make it difficult for
people to open up to God and many
interferences in the presentation of
the Christian proposal, which often
arrives distorted. This obliges us Ch-
ristians, as requested by Pope Fran-
cis, to renew our language, styles
and ecclesial structures to be able to
convey this proposal to our contem-
poraries.Butthe church doesnotlo-
sehope, becauseitbelieves that God
continues to call and because it sees
that there are still many who deci-
de tolive the Christian experience.

-How do you see the relationship
between the Church and young pe-
ople?

—-A good part of the Catholics are
young. The Gospel takes root in
the heart of the person regardless
of age. However, it is true that to-
day the Church has, for various re-
asons, more difficulties in presen-
ting its message toyoung people. It
isagreatchallenge, butweare wor-
king on it with various initiatives.

-A few days ago, a statement from
the Co-prince Services was made
public about an alleged cover-up
in matters of abuse. What do you
think?

—-The statement was very clear on
this matter. When those events to
which you refer occurred, in 1988,
Mons. Vives was neither the rector
oftheseminary, which hewasfrom
1991, nor the auxiliary bishop of
Barcelona, he was from 1993. The-
refore, he had no institutional res-
ponsibility neither for the people
who complained nor for the peo-
ple denounced.

As a result of the complaints
presented, the ecclesiastical court
of the archdiocese of Barcelona
opened an investigation in June
1988, after which several sancti-
onswere imposed on the people re-
ported, and the institution where
those events took place was dissol-
ved. Therefore, Msgr. Vives could
not cover it up, and it has also ne-
ver been the subject of any canoni-
cal or civil investigation. Very se-
rious accusations have been pu-
blished, but they are absolutely
unfounded.

-What is Vives’ position on abuses
in the Church?

—Archbishop Vives has always
shown zero tolerance in relation to
thisissue and has acted consistent-
ly with this principle and with ma-
ximum transparency. We should
have no doubts about this.

-What do you think of the state-
ments of Pope Francis when he de-
mands to ask forgiveness from the
victims and remove the abusers?
-Victims of abuse must be liste-
ned to and welcomed as they de-
serve, because they have suffered a
lot; abusers must be removed. We
must persevere in the protection
of minors and make the Church a
safe environment for children and
young people.

-In a couple of years, the episcopal
co-prince will reach the retirement
age of the bishops. Do you know
who you would like to be your suc-
cessor?

-You should ask him. =
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START OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR

Education will consolidate the
skills model in the next two years

This month, implementation begins for six and |Escola Andorrana maintains a stable number

seven-year-olds, the only outstanding group

»» A teacher accompanies a student at the beginning of the last year.
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e Ministry of Education
will complete the process of
implementing skills-based
education during the next

twoyears—theonestartingnow and
the next one —in the case of six and
seven-year—old children (first cycle
of primary education), the only age
range in which it is not yet fully es-
tablished, as it operates at full capa-
city from eight to 18 years old, since
the implementation process began
in the first year of secondary edu-
cation in 2013. However, «this first
cycle already works a lot on skills,
because it is an educational level
where the children are young and
everything is already done in a very
procedural and manipulative way,
with a lot of Montessori material,
said the director of Escola Andorra-

na, Mayte Casals.

Specifically, this year in the first
cycle of first education, an authors-
hip process will be carried out to re-
view the programming units and
the entire curriculum, while the fo-
llowing year the final implementa-
tion will take place. «<We have wai-
ted until now because we have had
twoyears of pandemic—Casals poin-
ted out -but, despite being an edu-
cational level that already works by
skills, it is true that they did it with
other programs and now we will
adapt our programming units to
the new educational programs that
we have in all compulsory educati-
onv. From there, he added, «taking
advantage of this, we have changed
the curriculum, incorporating so-
me elements that we think can be
good for younger children».

In second teaching, «rather than
carrying out new projects, what is

Mayte Casals

PRINCIPAL OF ESCOLA ANDORRANA

«The first cycle already works by skKills,
because the children are little and everything
is already done in a procedural and

manipulative way»

«Taking advantage of this, we have
incorporated some elements that can be
good for younger children»

of students, this year with just over 4,300

importantis to be able to consolida-
te the ones we had started two or th-
ree years ago, such as metacogniti-
on (the student is aware of how best
helearnsand doesit thisway)or the
revision of programming units and
that these two years of covid have
made us stop everythingy, said Ca-
sals. With teaching by competen-
ces, «<what it wants is to put the stu-
dent at the center of learning and,
therefore, rather than being a rece-
iver who listens to the information
given by the teacher, we want him
to be able to solve a complex situ-
ation». At this point, «<rather than
knowing a lot of content, which we
want you to know, you need to be

In the second
teaching, theamisto
consolidate the projects
that had started two or
three years ago

able to applyitin any learning, and
thuswork on it, prepare it and rese-
arch it». In other words, «to link the
process to what would be a scienti-
fic process, since the student makes
a hypothesis, thinks thatin order to
solve it he will need a series of con-
tents, he tries it and sees if it turns
out well or not». explained.

As for the number of students
that the Andorran school will have
this year, they will be more or less
the same as last year, with «about
10 or 20 children approximately»,
up to a total of just over 4,300. «<We
have remained strong in terms of
students, neither down nor up», de-
clared the director of the Escola An-
dorrana. «The luck we have in An-
dorraisthatwehave threeeducatio-
nal systems and families choose the
model they want. We have a ratio of
about 11,000 pupils of school age in
the Principality, and it is good that
we divide them up and that we all
have more orless the same number.
It is important as a country to ha-
ve these three educational systems
and that the students are distribu-
ted equitably in the three systems,
we are doing well», she assured. =
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