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T
he bus companies awarded 
the national service, Auto-
cars Nadal and Coopalsa, ha-
ve joined forces to demand 

clear and detailed planning from 
the government for the implemen-
tation of free public transport. The 
measure was announced more than 
a week ago by the Executive, but has 
not yet been officially communica-
ted to the concessionaires, who po-
int out that this situation worries 
them because there are many ele-
ments that need to be agreed. And 
most importantly, remember that 
there is still financial compensati-
on to be resolved. «A decision has 
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33 An L6 bus passing through La Massana.

Bus companies want planning 
to start free
The awardees of the national service request that 
the outstanding accounts be cleared beforehand

The government says it wants to pay 
season tickets to companies «on the spot»

ACTION FOR PURCHASING POWER

been taken that is not communica-
ted to us and when the balance of 
the second year of concession is still 
open and the compensation of the 
monthly subscription of 30 euros», 
explained the general manager of 
Autocars Nadal, Bartumeu Gabri-
el, who insisted that «we do not say 
that free will not be implemented, 
but we want to know basic elements 
such as how it will be done, how the 
validations will be carried out, who 
will charge these amounts, if the fre-
quencies will be reorganized, how 
the difference will be returned ».. In 
a similar vein, the manager of Coo-
palsa, Gabriel Dallerès, remarked on 
the measure that «it is a decision ta-
ken by the Government, which is the 
one that has the competence, and 

«It is appropriate that we be able 
to participate in defining the most 
appropriate operation to make it easy for 
operators and users»

«A decision has been made when 
the balance of the second year and 
the compensation of the monthly 
subscription are still open»

GABRIEL DALLERÈS 
COOPALSA MANAGER

BARTUMEU GABRIEL 
GENERAL MANAGER OF AUTOCARS NADAL

in principle, we agree with any me-
asure that supposes an increase of 
users», but pointed out that «we thi-
nk that no more complexity can be 
added to the situation we have now».

Above all, the most troubling ele-
ment for dealers is the economy. «It’s 
a matter of common sense: if we stop 
collecting money, it will have an ef-
fect on the treasury, and that will ha-
ve an impact on the payment of sala-
ries, when we go to fill the deposits, 
and in so many other situations», he 
said. Gabriel put on the table, while 
Dallerès remarked that «previous ac-
tions have already meant a drop in 
the collection of operators and the 
situation is unsustainable». For this 
reason, Nadal and Coopalsa urge the 
Executive to resolve the compensa-
tions for the second year of the con-
cession and the monthly subscrip-
tion before the free application is 
implemented, claiming around the 
second that it has been eight mont-
hs it exists without solution».

In addition, in a press release sent 
jointly last Wednesday, both compa-
nies expressed their willingness to 
participate in the implementation 
of free «in order to ensure that the-
re are no dysfunctions that put con-
cessionaires in a situation of greater 
difficulty», at the same time as ensu-
ring that» the level of service quality 
is preserved ». «We believe it is appro-
priate that we be able to participa-
te in defining the most appropriate 
operation, and that each party can 
provide ideas to make the measure 
as easy as possible for both operators 
and users», said Gabriel.

For his part, the spokesman for 
the Minister, Eric Jover, said that the 
Executive has the will to hold «the 
necessary meetings» with the com-
panies, and said that «we want to pay 
the amount of the payments at the 
time do not be harmed by our initi-
ative. However, he encouraged com-
panies to accept the government’s 
share of the compensation, which 
he described as «unclosed issues». H 
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T
he president of the Asso-
ciation of Consumers and 
Users (ACU), Lluís Ferreira, 
has denounced in recent 

hours on the networks the exorbi-
tant rental price of some rooms lo-
cated in the center of Andorra la 
Vella of up to 700 and 750 euros 
monthly. The offers are published 
on a well-known platform where it 
is announced that the tenants «ha-
ve the right to the communal are-
as of the house». 

In this context, Ferreira commen-
ted that «this is an abuse», adding 
that «the worst thing is that we do 
not know if we have hit rock bottom 
or if the situation can get even wor-
se».

In this sense, the ACU considers 
that temporary workers are the 
most affected by the low availabi-
lity of homes. Specifically, Ferreira 
stated that «the renewal of tempo-
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The ACU denounces the «mess» 
of the price of rooms at 700 euros
The INH plans to conduct surveys with owners of vacant homes to bring them back to market
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ce problem, it is that directly many 
no longer find even a place to live». 
Therefore, Ferreira stated that he 
shares the vision of the director of 
the INH, as «we are providing pa-
lliatives in a situation of serious 
crisis».

Ferreira also indicated that, in 
conjunction with the Housing Ins-
titute, situations are being studied 
such as those of some godparents 
in the country who live alone in a 
home of more than 300 square me-
ters and need company, in order to 
offer them to share a home with so-
meone who can take care of them 
and, therefore, at the same time as 
preventing them from being har-
med or having an accident, being 
able to transfer the property to a 
family that can take advantage of 
it.

Finally, Pla concluded that the 
housing situation is linked to eco-
nomic growth. For this reason, «if 
economic growth demands more 
people working, it will be neces-
sary to create more housing, and 
consequently more solutions».  H

(APDA) with the intention of con-
ducting a second non-anonymous 
survey and gaining access to the 
contracts of the holders to take di-
rect action and have more detailed 
information.

Another measure on the ta-
ble is to carry out a first opening 
that allows an agreement between 
landlords and tenants by creating 
a new contract limited to a maxi-
mum price increase of 10%, as al-
so detailed Plan, who argued that 
«this is an under-exploited possibi-
lity that could give security to both 
parties in five years’ time». Howe-
ver, he added that «some landlords 
consider it too low a price incre-
ase, and some tenants think it is 
too big».

This year, the government has 
granted 1,471 rent subsidies for 
an amount of 3.093 million euros, 
which represents an increase of 
7.16% compared to the year 2021. 
The president of the ACU, said in 
this meaning that «yes it helps the 
population to get out of the way, 
but nowadays it is no longer a pri-

«If we could get 
empty homes 
back into the rental 
market, it would give 
us a big breath of 
fresh air»

«If economic 
growth demands 
more people 
working, it will be 
necessary to create 
more homes»

Lluis Ferreira Josep Maria Pla
PRESIDENT OF THE ACU DIRECTOR OF THE INH

Renewal of 
temporary 
contracts 
can be 
counterproductive
rary contracts was done with good 
intentions, but it can be a counter-
productive measure». As he explai-
ned, the problem is that the exten-
sion of the permits has been a no-
velty that was not expected and, 
therefore, most contracts have al-
ready been terminated, so those 
who want to stay must look for a 
flat again, and «given that there is 
no supply, this only makes the si-
tuation worse».

On the other hand, the associa-
tion is working together with the 
National Housing Institute (INH) 
to find the best solutions in this 
area. Currently, Ferreira reported, 
there are approximately 6,000 
empty flats located in the Princi-
pality, and the intention is to get 
10% or 20% of these homes back to 
the rental market. In this line, he 
added that «if we succeed, it will gi-
ve us a breath of fresh air».

At the same time, the INH in-
tends to collaborate with FEDA 
and the electricity distributors - 
who detected that these homes 
were empty because they showed 
very low electricity consumption 
- to take action and re-incorpora-
te part of the homes into the mar-
ket. 

The director of the INH, Josep 
Maria Pla, assured that «now an 
anonymous survey will be carri-
ed out with the owners to find out 
more about the situation of the 
homes» and added that «next we-
ek we have a meeting with the An-
dorran Agency of Data Protection 
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Six companies went 
bankrupt in 2021

La Borda Nova, of 
National Interest

About 400 new cases 
in one week

Espot and Suñe, in 
Paris on the weekend

Private universities 
will do research

A total of six companies that appli-
ed for soft loans went bankrupt in 
2021, as they have not been able 
to meet their debts, amounting to 
424,000 euros. According to Jover, 
this figure is expected to increase 
this year. For this reason, the Co-
uncil of Ministers decided to ex-
tend the deadline for applying for 
the conversion of soft loans gran-
ted under the pandemic into a lo-
an. «We want to be more flexible 
in the management of the process 
and, if the deadline has passed, we 
will open a new window to access 
the loan», he said.

The Executive approved the de-
claration of Project of National 
Interest for the construction of 
the future building of afforda-
ble rental housing in the Borda 
Nova area, in the parish of An-
dorra la Vella. Tendering is still 
pending, but work is expected 
to begin soon and work can be-
gin before the end of the year, 
the government said yesterday. 
It is planned to build 44 affor-
dable homes on a plot of 2,822 
square meters between Terra 
Vella street and Borda Nova pas-
sage.

The government has announced 
the coronavirus health update. In 
the last week, 368 new cases have 
been detected, while the number 
of active people has reached 543 
(+35). Deaths remain at 153 and 
discharges at 332. At Nostra Se-
nyora de Meritxell Hospital there 
are two patients on the floor and 
two in the Intensive Care Unit 
(ICU). On the other hand, the Mi-
nistry of Health agreed to make 
the screening of social housing, 
day centers and manors more fle-
xible due to the stabilization of 
the pandemic.

The head of government, Xavier 
Espot, and the general trustee, 
Roser Suñé, will visit Paris this 
weekend. The two leaders will 
attend Emmanuel Macron’s in-
auguration ceremony at the Ely-
see Palace as President of the Re-
public next Saturday, after the 
French co-prince won the second 
round of the presidential electi-
on ahead of Marine Le Pen. A day 
later, next Sunday, Espot and 
Suñé will attend the celebrations 
of World War II Victory Day at the 
Triumphal arc in the French ca-
pital.

The new regulation authorizing the 
establishment of private universiti-
es in the country, which was appro-
ved by the Government during the 
Council of Ministers, provides that 
private higher education centers to 
be established in Andorra must pre-
sent a strategic research plan, so that 
they must have a teaching offer but 
also a research offer. The regulati-
ons include the criteria for the esta-
blishment of these universities, as 
well as the economic viability, the 
teaching to be given, and the requi-
rements of a personal nature regar-
ding the teaching and research staff.
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33 The outside of the Chamber of Commerce.

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

T
he Chamber of Commer-
ce, Industry and Services 
(CCIS) will have the Center 
for the Resolution of Busi-

ness Conflicts (CRCE), thanks to the 
regulations approved last Wednes-
day by the Council of Ministers. The 
task of this new service will be to ad-
vise on the different procedures for 
the alternative resolution of exis-
ting conflicts, to manage and pro-
cess the procedures requested, to ap-
point an impartial person among 
the registered professionals, to pro-
pose a suitable space for meetings 
and to carry out the appropriate no-
tifications, among others. «The aim 
is to empower the House and give it 
effective tools for resolving disputes 
and reduce the causes that come to 
the judiciary, so that it does not co-
llapse», said spokesman Eric Jover. 
The regulations stipulate the ways 
to initiate the procedure, such as the 
choice of the impartial third party, 
the guaranteed system or the disci-
plinary regime.

The House will have a 
dispute resolution center
The new regulations 
include conciliation, 
mediation and 
extrajudicial expertise

ANDORRA LA VELLA

This general regulation also in-
cludes three more, which refer to 
three types of dispute resolution: 
conciliation, mediation, and extra-
judicial expertise. With regard to 
mediation, two or more parties vo-
luntarily try to reach an agreement 
with the intervention of a third 
party, while conciliation is similar, 
but the impartial person can make 
proposals. In the out-of-court exa-

mination, the parties agree to sub-
mit to the qualified opinion of an 
expert.

On the other hand, the Govern-
ment has signed an agreement with 
the Chamber to promote its consul-
tative nature, so that the Executi-
ve and the body will collaborate in 
both directions in the elaboration of 
legislative or governmental initiati-
ves from joint lines of work.  H
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33 Ukrainian refugees.

The number of refugees has alre-
ady reached the limit set by the go-
vernment: 250, to be added to the 
324 people registered in the con-
sular register. According to Gover-
nment spokesman Eric Jover, the 
Executive does not rule out expan-
ding the quota in the future, but 
for the time being it will not. «We 
have to welcome them in good con-
dition, because we cannot cause a 
new crisis, especially in the area of 
housing», he said. In addition, «in 
relation to neighboring countries, 
our capacity for reception is hig-
her», he said.

Of those 250 applications, 242 
already have a favorable resoluti-
on and as for the rest, one person is 
still awaiting a medical check-up 
and seven to be vaccinated against 
covid-19, one of the requirements 
to be eligible for this protection. 
There are currently a total of 66 
school children. In addition, 89 
grants to cover basic needs have al-
ready been developed and 69 pre-
paid cards for shopping centers, 
81 prepaid cards for transport and 
62 prepaid cards from Andorra Te-
lecom have been given to famili-
es. Finally, thanks to the coopera-
tion network, 41 families have be-

The number of refugees has 
reached 250 and will not increase

The government 
amends the decree on 
international sanctions

en referred to the Red Cross and 51 
to Caritas. Meanwhile, the gover-
nment approved last Wednesday 
the third amendment to internati-
onal sanctions for the war in Ukrai-
ne. With the aim of continuing to 
align the sanctions adopted with 
those applied by the European Uni-
on (EU), the Executive has added 
two natural persons, so that legal 
coverage is given to the applicati-
on of sanctions to both individu-
als and companies to their acco-
unts may be blocked or to prevent 
operations with financial institu-
tions, but this has not yet been im-
plemented. H
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33 Admission to the Andorran Social Security Fund (CASS).

GENERAL BOARD

T
he Social Democratic Par-
liamentary Group (PS) ins-
tructs the Government to 
implement the figure of 

the third payer within two months. 
This is a proposal that has been drag-
ging on since 2014 and from Cristi-
na Rodríguez to Joan Martínez Be-
nazet, to Carles Álvarez Marfany, all 
the ministers of Health of the last 
three legislatures have promised. 
However, neither has been able to 
implement it, although Benazet ac-
knowledged that it would be direct-
ly related to the portfolio of services 
and, therefore, both projects would 
be a simultaneous reality. «We un-
derstand that if the portfolio of ser-
vices has been approved, despite the 
shortcomings presented, the third 
payer must have worked in parallel 
and there is no difficulty in moving 
it forward», said last Wednesday the 
General Counsel Susanna Vela. In 
addition, the president of the group, 
Pere López, recalled that computer 
complexity had always been «used 
as an excuse», but that this was an 
already «resolved» issue - because it 

The PS asks to implement the 
third payer in two months
The party says there are people without medical care because they cannot advance the money

ANDORRA LA VELLA
was already done with visits to the 
referring doctor and in the Emer-
gency Department where the pati-
ent pays only 25% of the bill - and «it 
only means an immediate political 
decision». «Technically it’s very easy 
to have the third payer; It is a matter 
of sensitivity, of wanting to facilita-
te access to health care for everyone, 
«Lopez insisted, adding that if the 
Executive» does not see it that way 
«it is because» they are not aware of 
the reality of the country. «

And it is that the third payer is 
also directly related to the purcha-
sing power of the citizenry. In this 
sense, the Social Democrats belie-
ve that the government should have 
included it in its shock plan to alle-
viate the current economic crisis, as 
«there are people who do not under-
go medical treatment because they 
do not have the money to advance 
them». «It is true that social security 
returns 75% the next day, but that 
also means paying 200, 300, 400 eu-
ros at a time and, given the current 
state of pensions, it can be the diffe-
rence between paying it or not», said 
the Social Democrat leader, who cla-
rified that «we are not asking for free 
trials, but to pay only the appropria-

te part». He also pointed out that the 
third payer would also represent a 
public health expense because «if 
treatment is postponed for econo-
mic reasons, the pathology may be 
more serious and more expensive af-
ter a while».

In this way, and passing on the 
message sent to them especially by 
the Federation of the Elderly and the 
Association of People with Functio-
nal Diversity of Andorra (FADD), the 
PS proposes to apply the third payer 
in diagnostics, biologics and pres-
criptions tests as soon as possible. 
«We act on behalf of the groups that 
have asked us the most; it’s a good ti-
me to move forward [...] We want it 
to be debated and approved and not 
postponed», López said. H

«Technically it’s very easy 
to have; it is a matter of 
sensitivity, of wanting to 
facilitate access to health 
care for everyone»

«If the portfolio of 
services has been 
approved, the third-
party payer must have 
worked in parallel»

PERE LÓPEZ

SUSANNA VELA

PRESIDENT OF THE PS

GEN. COUNCILOR OF THE PS
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