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Primary care is cur-
rently at the «limit
of humanly possi-
ble», in the words
of the treasurer of
the Official College
of Physicians (COMA), Xavier Avella-
net.Asaresultoftheexplosionofthe
omicronvariantin the country, con-
sultations with the referring doctor
have multiplied to «overflowing» le-
vels thatare aboutto cause a «collap-
se». «<Each doctor attends about 50
daily visits, both in person and onli-
ne, for both coronavirus and other
pathologies, but the majority, 70%,
have to do with covid-19», said CO-
MA member Roser Bellmunt. The
president, Meritxell Cosan, for her
part, predicted that despite «the day
hasnomorehours»tocare forall the
sick, the number of cases will rise in
the coming days and estimates that
by theend oftheweekitwill go from
the current 3,300 positive cases to
over 4,000. She alsowarned that the
situation could last a couple of we-
eks, given that «neither Catalonia
nor us - and they are about 10 days
ahead-have notreached the peak of
contagion» of this sixth wave.
Precisely with the aim of reli-
eving the pressure on primary ca-
re, the COMA yesterday presented a
section on its website that through
a question-answer «self-guides» the
user with symptoms or who has be-
en in positive contact, answering
possible questions and avoiding
going to the doctor. «It simply ca-
me to our notice then. With this to-
ol, they will know what guidelines
to follow depending on each case «,
said Bellmunt, while Cosan remin-
ded the importance of doing the
tests at the right time, as» an excess
of TMAs has been detected « in the
placa de braus. «<Sometimes we pa-
nic and as soon as we know we’re in
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Primary care is at the «limit of
the humanly possible»

‘ The referring doctors attend to around fifty daily ‘
visits, including covid and other pathologies

The COMA launches a section on its website to
help the population to «self-guide» the disease
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»» Screenshot of the new section on the COMA website to «self-guide» covid positives and their contacts.

contact with a positive, we get tes-
ted, but we may not have incuba-
ted the virus yet and it creates a fal-
sesense of security», shesaid.In fact,
according to doctors, many of the vi-
sits are purely informative, so from
today they can be resolved by ans-
wering the online survey. Bellmunt
also emphasized that this new sec-
tion links to the platform that ma-

nages the CASS discharge, in order
to avoid the accumulation of «bure-
aucratic work» of the referring doc-
tor who «takes time to devote to he-
alth care». Bellmunt also pointed
out that between 15 and 20% of the
infected population will suffer from
persistent covid and, for thisreason,
the Ministry of Health has created a
questionnaire thatwill be sentauto-

matically to all positives after three
monthsofhaving passed the disease
and thus have a reference on thisin-
cidence in the Principality.

VACCINATION AND MANAGEMENT / Both
Cosan and Avellanet i Bellmunt ac-
knowledged that there was a gene-
ral «<confidence» that vaccination
would allow group immunization

»» In the last few hours, the Mi-
nistry of Health has detected 300
new coronavirus positives. The-
seinfections translateinto afurt-
her significant increase in active
cases, which stand at 3,312,168
more than in the last health up-
date. In terms of recoveries, the

Health detects 300 new positives and more than 3,300 active ones

total figure is 21,349. In terms of
hospital pressure, there are 13 pe-
ople (+1) admitted to the plant and
14 to the ICU, 10 of whom are un-
der mechanical ventilation. As for
the school population, there are
still 34 classrooms under passi-
ve surveillance and deaths remain

at 141, following the death of a
77-year-old man on Monday. Fi-
nally, 136,916 vaccines have be-
en administered since the begin-
ning of the vaccination plan, of
which 57,570 correspond to the
first dose, 56,392 to the second
and 22,954 to the third.

and that, in the end, «it was not.» «It
is true, however, that it has helped
to keep the pressure on the hospital,
and itis also true that no one expec-
ted the omicron variant [...] Luckily,
when itarrived, we already had 80%
of the population vaccinated», ad-
mitted Cosan.

As for the management of the
government, Avellanet conside-
red that «there is no country in the
world that has done so in a model
way and it would not be ethical to
criticize only specific mistakes.» For
him, the only «recipe» to end the
pandemic is to «<shut down the enti-
re world population for 15 days, but
that’s impossible.» Thus, the COMA
called for responsibility, following
the measures decreed and making
use of its new website to allow pro-
fessionals to deal onlywith the most
serious cases. =
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TOURISM

Hoteliers feel «uncertain» about
the impact of the sixth wave

New Year’s Eve occupancy is close to 90% and the average number of holidays is 77%, according to the UHA
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otels are struggling with

the current state of the

pandemic. Although lo-

cal tourists are respon-
ding, the impact of the sixth wave
has complicated the progression
of a winter that the sector started
«with hope» and confesses that «we
have fallen back into uncertainty.»
This was stated by the president of
the Hotel Union of Andorra (UHA),
Jordi Paris, who referred mainly to
two elements that «are complica-
ting the managementofhotels, now
and for the future».In particular, Pa-
ris explained that hotel establish-
ments are experiencing pressure
from the «<surge» impact of the sixth
wave, in the first place, due to staff
layoffs,and as they have been able to
feel from the entity by their associa-
ted in the constant exchanges they
maintain. And secondly, hoteliers
are also worried about the volume

The association had
estimated an average
of 83% for the holidays,
but the cancellations did
not allow it to arrive

of cancellations and the lack of re-
servations beyond the second halfof
January. «After Reis, sales have stop-
pedy, said the president, who stres-
sed that «this context is not like the
normal situation of pre-pandemic,
because at this time there should be
reservations for the second half of
January, and even for February and
March». «We are concerned about
this», Paris acknowledged.

Beyond the effects of the sixth wa-
ve and the incidence of the omicron
variant in the country and neighbo-
ring states, the UHA president also
recalled that a number of limitati-
ons still exist in the markets, as is
the case of the UHA, Eastern Europe
or Israel, whose clientele is not arri-
ving this year. In short, Paris shared
that«afterstarting thewinterwitha
lot of confidence, we now feel a mo-
derate optimism.»

At the same time, the UHA made
public before yesterday the balance
of occupancy of the associated ho-
telsduring the New Year’s weekend,
where it was revealed that the ave-
rage between December 27 and De-
cember January 1 had been 89.31%.
«Looking at the almost 90% occu-
pancyrate for New Year’s Eve, the as-
sessment is positive, but we think it

!

»» Some visitors take a picture in the capital.

Jordi Paris
PRESIDENT OF THE UHA

«This context is not like the normal pre-
pandemic situation, because there should be
reservations even for February and March»
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could have been more», said the as-
sociation’s president. The UHA also
shared that the overall average for
the Christmas holidays, including
data for the Christmas weekend
and last week, was 77.60%, around
which Paris stated that «we are sa-
tisfied, considering how complica-
ted the winter has beenn. It should
be noted that the organization had
planned an overall average of the
holidays of approximately 83%, but

noted that «<we accused a series of

cancellations in the first part that
has made the average of the whole

«After a very confident start to the winter,
we now have moderate optimism. We have
fallen back into uncertainty»

period is a little shorter than we ex-
pected.

In any case, this first week of the
year coincides with the celebrati-
on of the Day of the Three Kings,
which is celebrated in the Principa-

GRANDVALIRA

Grandvalira and
Ordino Arcalis, in
the top five favorite
stations

»» The Grandvalira and Ordino
Arcalis stations have been ran-
ked among the top five best ra-
ted by Spanish customers. This
emerges from a survey conduc-
ted by the portal and ski travel
agency Esquiades.com, which
gathered the opinion of more
than 40,000 users. Specifically,
Grandvalira was in fourth place
inthe ranking, with an overallra-
ting of 8.2. Respondents rated
the privileged views and the go-
od condition of the snow as the
bestaspects ofthe Andorrando-
main. Ordino Arcalisthenplaced
8.1 points. In this regard, users
highlighted the respect for the
natural environment, as no ho-
tels have been built around it. It
is worth mentioning that the slo-
pes of Vallnord-Pal Arinsal we-
re evaluated with an 8. The first
places in the survey were occu-
pied by Les Trois Vallées (8.8), Val
Thorens and Orelle (8.5) and Ba-
queira Beret (8,3).

lity and also in Spain, and thanks to
which and according to the presi-
dent of the UHA «we have an opti-
mal situation» . Also, the forecast of
new snowfalls expected today will
alsohelp toattract tourists who love
snow sports, and consequently, cus-
tomers for hotels.

In any case, Paris emphasized the
fact that, within the UHA itself, «so-
me hotels have suffered more can-
cellations than others». «The tourist
fabric and the people who are rece-
ived, as well as each establishment,
are different», said the president,
who stated that from the UHA «we
are aware that some will be suffe-
ring more than others» the current
situation of the tourism and accom-
modation sector in the global coro-
navirus pandemic.=
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