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Interview » Assures that he has already carried out 90% of the electoral program

Josep Angel

Mortés

Consul General of Ordino

«We cantstop
Investng
inCEOand
fallingapart»
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The Consul General of Ordino, Jo-
sep Angel Mortés, is facing the se-
cond halfofwhatwill be his second
term in the Ordinance Corporati-
on with satisfaction. Mortés points
out that his government has alre-
ady fulfilled 90% ofits electoral pro-
gram.

-What is your assessment of this
first half of the term?

—-The assessment is very positive.
The most important thing in any
term is the electoral program, and
from that point ofview, we have ful-
filled almost 90% of the program in
thelast twoyears. Therefore, the as-
sessmentis positive, and even more
so given the complicated situation
in which we find ourselves.

-90% is a very important part.

—Yes. We will have to look for other
things to do and we are studying
projects to move forward, which
will depend on the budget we have.

Butitis true that we are very advan-
ced. Certainly, there is a very im-
portant point in the program that
hastodowith the Casamanya hotel
which is pending, but today I can
already say that there are several
projects on the table and some of
which we are being worked on a se-
rious form. And we are working on
it together with the quarter of Or-
dino, how can it be otherwise, be-
cause they have the ownership of
this building and also the final de-
cision. ButI am convinced that we
will be able to close thisand give the
news during the first half of 2022.

-In the last Municipal Council you
referred to two projects. Could they
both live together?

-linsiston whatIsaid before: there
are some projects on the table and
the final decision will be made by
the fouth of Ordino as the owner.
So we worked with them and pas-
sed on the proposals. From there,
we will help you with whatever you
need and support you with everyt-
hing you need.

-Doyouseeitpossible thatthe fourth
will communicate a decision in the
first half of 2022?

-This is the idea, and if possible,
thatin the spring or later they may
have a decision taken to move it for-
ward, because important works ha-
ve to be done thatI estimate will ta-
ke atleast a couple of years.

«\We are doing
growth studies of
the parish to find the
economic balance
with the protection of
the natural heritage»

-It’s been a few months since the
pandemic. Are there any election
promises that they will not be able
to fulfill as a result of the covid?
-No. With the covid situation, all
we have to do is redirect budget
items because there have been ex-
ceptional expenses that weren’t
there, but no project has had to be
parked. As I said before, we have
completed almost the entire pro-
gram, and in addition, we made an
extraordinary contribution to the
Government for the Covid Fund
worth 800,000 euros, which for the
Municipality of Ordino is a signi-
ficant figure, given the budget we
have.

—Minority councilors sharedinanin-
terview a few days ago that they we-
re concerned about boosting cons-
truction in the parish. What would
you tell them about it?

-First ofall, Iwould say thatitis not
impossible, as the councilors said,
not by a long shot. Construction is
driven by supply and demand, and
right now we are in a cycle where a
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The Ordinary Consul
General, Josep Angel
Mortés, in his office in the
Municipality of Ordino.

lotisbeingbuilt. Butnotonlyin the
parish of Ordino, it is something in
the country. The sector is at an op-
timal time and that is why there is
this growth, and even before we we-
re recognized as a Biosphere Reser-
ve, our desire was to be able to find
the balance between heritage con-
servation and economic develop-
ment. In this sense, the municipa-
lity is conducting growth studies
of the parish, especially looking at
the aspect of water resources and
in relation to the Sustainable De-
velopment Goals of the United Na-
tions. And once we have the results
of these studies, we can modulate
that growth based on the needs of
the parish and the resources availa-
ble. And beyond that, the construc-
tion thatallows the Urban Plan and
the regulations that we have in for-
ce is also being promoted, taking
intoaccount thatwedid areview of
urbanism at the end 0of 2019 and it
was already restricted, for to put it
anotherway, the type of constructi-
oninorder tomake it moreintegra-
ted into the parish. I insist that the
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formulas for providing legal secu-
rity must be found, and at the same
time, the economic balance must
be found with the protection of the
natural heritage.

-Last week they approved the 2022
budgets, and Councilor Coma de-
fended that her government’s poli-
cy is to make investments «for the
good of the people». Canyou tellme
about this?

—-This statement arose as a result
of the debate over the investments
we have made in the Ordino Sports
Center (CEO). From this point of vi-
ew, everyone is taking care of the-
ir health and we are going to do
sports, and the investments we ma-
ke from Ordino are trying to go in
that direction. We have more and
more partners in the CEO and I thi-
nk we have to contribute, in additi-
on to the CEO being an element of
revitalization of the parish.

-What value does your government
give to this infrastructure?

—-The value we give it is obviously
high, because otherwise we would
not have made these financial in-
vestments or this bet that we have
made in favor of the Sports Center.
The CEO is many years old and ne-
eds tobereformed and updated. All
we can do is stop investing and fall
apart. In addition, if we link this
to the tourists and other residents
of the country that we want to at-
tract to the parish, who are fans of
the mountains, snow, sports and ot-

hers, we must have the elements to
do so. In fact, we also have the Or-
dino Technology Center, which in
this case is managed by the Gover-
nment, but which is another ele-
ment that, in this context, provides
added value.

-Returning to the budget debate,
the allocation for staff has been in-
creased. Has the corporation incre-
ased the volume of workers?
—-There are workers who are hired
on a temporary basis. Of course,
when it comes to investing or cre-
ating new services, the staff should
bethere.Ithinkthat’s partoftheru-
les of the game: if you want to give
more service to the people in char-
ge, there have to be people who run
these services or manage them, so
it’'snotaconcern atall.

-They also introduced the sancti-
on in the salaries of the councilors
for not attending the commissions.
How do you defend this element?
-When you come up with somethi-
ngoutoftheordinary, then theyha-
ve tore—think their position.Ithink
we’re here toenforceit,and the way
we’ve come up with the most ap-
propriate way to do that is to regu-
late paybased on attendance. And if
a person doesn’t attend, they can’t
be paid the same as their job.

-The candidacy of the Biosphere
Reserve was approved a year ago.
What are the next steps in this fra-
mework in the parish?

-In fact, the Biosphere Reserve was
approved a year and a halfago and
consistsofamanagement plan that
was part of the candidacy that was
presented to Unesco. And in this
text were the action plans that we
are currently working on. From
this point of view, plans are now
being made to inform all the econo-
mic actors of the parish and the ci-
tizens about it. For example, we are
doing exhibitions in schools and
all the heads of departments of the
municipality are being trained so
that they are very clear about what
a Biosphere Reserve is so that they
can explain it to those in charge.

«| think we should
all be old enough
and think that the
government will not
do anything to harm
the country»

-And knowing your experience, do
you think that Andorra is well posi-
tioned to achieve recognition in the
country’s candidacy?

-I'd sayyes. Andorra is very well po-
sitioned to become a Biosphere Re-
serve, although, in quotes, it will
not be so easy to achieve. And not
from the point ofview ofwhetheror
not Unesco can give it to us becau-
seofthe conditions, becauselthink
we meet them perfectly, butIthink
it will be more difficult to get this
label for the work to be done and
the factofagreeing all parishes.It’s
going to be a lot harder work, but
that doesn’t mean it shouldn’t be
done. In fact, I think it’s something
that’s going to be achieved and it’s
going to be very good because we’re
going to be the first country in the
world to do that.

-The project for an immunological
research center in Ordino by Grifols
has been the element that has gene-
rated the most debate lately around
the parish. Canyoutell us where you
are?

-This project is being piloted by
the Government and I understand
thattheyare advancingin the diffe-
rent processes that must be carried
outuntilitis completed.Theinitial
ideawasthatitcould beupand run-
ningin a couple of years. The Muni-
cipality of Ordino gave its approval
by making a report in favor of the
project of national interest becau-
se we think that itis an important
dynamizing element of the parish
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and also of the country. It is a pro-
ject that will allow us to diversify
the economy to stop being so focu-
sed on tourism and to be able to lo-
ok for other activities to be imple-
mented in our country. [ think that
the Grifols projectis avery good thi-
ng for the country and the fact that
itis a well-known company will
allowittoactasanengine for other
entities to be interested in coming.

—-Are you satisfied that Ordino has
been chosen as the location of the
center?

—-Completely. And the factis that, as
I said, we approved the binding re-
portso thatit could go ahead.

-What would be the main argument
you would give to a person who de-
tracts from the project?

-1 think we have to trust what the
technicians tell us, and I do it be-
cause it is not my field of knowled-
ge. With the information [ have,
which is not from the street but
from the Government itself, I am
very calm and there is no doubt or
any risk. From here, things get tric-
kier, and thisiswhere the true mea-
ning oflifelies.Ithinkwe should all
be old enough to think that the go-
vernment is not going to do anythi-
ng to the detriment of the country,
and that the people who govern us
should be trusted. In fact, Andorra
is currently negotiating an associa-
tion agreement with the European
Union to make this immunological
research center a reality. =
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The price of fuel will rise between
2.5 and 3.3% for the green rate

The sector expects a 20%
drop in sales during 2021
compared to 2019
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The new green fuel tax came into
force today as the first working day
0f2022, although it officially did so
last Saturday as the first day of the
year. According to the president of
the Association of Importers and
Distributors of Fuels of Andorra
(Asidca), David Porqueres, this new
tax will mean an increase in sales
prices, between today and mid-
month, according to the station of
service, which can range from 2.5%
in the case of gasoline to 3.3% in the
case of diesel.

«As a concept, we are in favor of
the rate, because putting a tax on
the dirtiest energy to do new tech-
nology projects, as someone has to
finance it, we understand, but so-
mething else is the time and how
you do» said Porqueres. Asidca re-
calls thatin Spain and France, fuel
taxes have been frozen and energy
checks have even been announced.
In addition, other countries have

withdrawn money from state ac-
counts to fund projects such as the
free bus. «<We said a long time ago
that it would not be the best time,
and unfortunately time has proved
usright, aswe have the health crisis
over», he recalled. Asidca defended
the date of January 1, 2023 for the
start of the application of the tax.
The consumer will not notice
the new price from the first day at
all service stations, as it will be pas-
sed on as stocks run out of fuel pri-
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ASIDCA PRESIDENT

«|f you’re charging a star
product, all you have

to dois take it out and
charge it»

«We can be hurt by the
psychological effect on
the Spanish consumer
if he thinks that the price
is equal to or lower than
the Andorran»

or to the beginning of the year and
are replaced by fuel purchased at
starting today, with the price incre-
ased by the new tax. The entity esti-
mates that on January 15th all sta-
tionswill already charge the increa-
sed price with the added tax.
Porqueres also announced the
association’s forecast for sales in
2021, which will have fallen betwe-
en 19 and 20% compared to 2019,
the pre-pandemic year, after en-
ding November with a -21, 5% ac-
cumulated. «A year that ends with
sales at -20% and a very high cost
of energy, a new tax being imposed
onyou,isnotthebestoftimes», said
the president of fuel importers.
The sector explained that the si-
tuationin Andorraisdifferentthan
in Spain or France, as «<we live from
and for tourism, so 80% of what we
sell here goes abroad, and so what
you do is to attract the product, be-
cause if you put taxes on a star pro-
duct, you end up charging it». In
these countries, on the other hand,
«ifyou put a tax of this nature on it,
all citizens bear the cost and it has
no effecton the market». But, accor-
dingtothe Asidca, «the mostimpor-
tantthingisnotthefigures, butthe
psychological effect on the price,

Andorran border.

especially on the part of the Spa-
nish consumer, since if they make
the comparison with the low cost
stations, where the price is equal
or even inferior to the Andorran,
this can hurt us, us as a sector and
also the Government, because ifwe
do not sell they do not collect». So,
«with the economic context we ha-
ve, I don’t know if Andorra can af-
ford the luxury thatin the subcons-
cious of the Spanish consumer is
spreading theword, beittrue or fal-

»» A petrol station in the parish of Sant Julia de Loria, near the Spanish-
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se,thatthe price offuelis souncom-
petitive», he said. As for the 2022 fo-
recast, Porqueres does not dare to
specify, mainly due to the uncer-
tainty of the pandemic, but «if the
economy slows down again, we will
probably continue with numbers
below 2019.» However, «if we are
lucky enough to have the omicron
variant under control in two mont-
hs, we will end a brilliant year be-
cause everyone is waiting for this to
end up being consumed», hesaid.=
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