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T
he State Pact for the negotia-
tion of the association agree-
ment with the European Uni-
on (EU) was initialed last tu-

esday by the majority of Andorra’s 
political formations. The parliamen-
tary groups Demòcrates, Ciutadans 
Compromesos, PS, and the non-affili-
ated councilor of Liberals, Víctor Pin-
tos, in addition to the parties that do 
not have parliamentary representa-
tion in the General Council, SDP Pro-
gressistes, Acció and Unió Lauredia-
na, signed last tuesday, in a meeting 
joint, the State Pact document that is 
being promoted by the Executive of 
Xavier Espot and will be made public 
once it has been signed by all the pos-
sible formations that are included in 
it. The only thing missing would be 
Andorra Endavant, which already 
communicated its resignation from 
being part of it, the leading opposi-
tion group in the General Council, 
Concòrdia, which did not attend the 
meeting, in addition to mentioning 
that during the month of August 
they would review and debate the do-
cumentation delivered by the Gover-
nment and be able to debate interna-
lly whether they would become part 
of the State pact or not. Unió Lauredi-
ana signs this agreement after its for-
mer leader, Josep Pintat, sent a letter 
to the Secretary of State for relations 
with the European Union, Landry Ri-
ba, in which he explained that he, as 
a personal figure, was abandoning 
the pact of State. This decision was ta-
ken unilaterally without informing 
his party, which last tuesday signed 
its support for the agreement.

After the meeting between the va-
rious political formations, the He-
ad of Government, Xavier Espot, and 
the Secretary of State Landry Riba ap-
peared in a press conference, to re-
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port on the current state of both the 
State pact between the different par-
ties, as well as the current state of the 
negotiations of the association agre-
ement with the European Union. In 
this press conference, Espot stated 
that, he considers that «we are not 
closing the door to which Concòrdia 
can join this State pact. But if it were 
necessary to make a modification to 
the content of the document at the re-
quest of the party so that they could 
join, we understand that, being a do-
cument already stabilized and agre-
ed upon, it would require the unani-
mity of all the formations that make 
up the State pact». The Head of Go-
vernment reiterated that «the will of 
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33 Landry Riba, head of Andorra’s 
negotiating team for the associa-
tion agreement with the European 
Union, mentioned in a press con-
ference last tuesday the propo-
sed initiative that would be propo-
sed to the EU regarding free mo-
vement of people On the part of 
Andorra, we would like a solution 
that both parties accept. Applying 
this only to EU citizens, it would 
be a control based on the assess-

Andorra will propose a sworn declaration of criminal records

ment of the risk represented by the 
content of a sworn statement of cri-
minal records, which would be re-
quired when a citizen of the Euro-
pean Union applies for a residen-
ce permit. 

33 For special cases referring to pe-
ople who carry out a professional 
activity in highly sensitive sectors 
such as education, health, financi-
al services or other professions of 

a liberal nature, a control by the 
employers of the criminal records 
of these cases. It should be noted 
that these conditions are not ex-
pected to apply to citizens from 
outside the community. The He-
ad of Government also explained 
that currently, only 0.0032% of ap-
plications from people in the com-
munity are denied due to criminal 
records as a reason for rejection 
of the residence application.

Espot hopes that 
Concòrdia will sign 
the pact to give a good 
signal to the public and 
to Europe

the Government, and I would dare to 
say that of the rest of the members of 
the State Pact, is that the main group 
of the opposition and who gathered 
the most popular support in the past 
general elections after Demòcrates, 
I think it would be a very good sign 
for Andorran citizens and the Euro-
pean institutions with which we are 
negotiating, if they could join this 
State pact”.

Regarding the formation of Ca-
rine Montaner, Andorra Endavant, 
who communicated his firm decisi-
on not to be part of the agreement, 
Espot mentioned last tuesday in refe-
rence to the political formation that 
from the Government they maintain 
an open attitude towards the opposi-
tion from Montaner. The head of go-
vernment stated that «despite this, 
we maintain a good harmony and 



MONDAY, 24 JULY 2023 2el Periòdic d’Andorrael Periòdic news

Unió Laurediana adheres to the 
State Pact for the European Union

Concórdia will review the documentation and debate internally whether to be 
part of the agreement and will make its decision public next September

SFGA/CESTEVE

33 The political formations, during the meeting on the State pact for the association agreement with the European Union.

European Union 3 State Pact Pages 2 and 3 LLL

SFGA/CESTEVE

33 Xavier Espot and Landry Riba, in a press conference.

In the press conference follo-
wing the meeting of the State 
pact for the association agree-
ment with the European Uni-
on that took place last tuesday, 
Landry Riba and Xavier Espot 
mentioned what is the current 
state of the negotiations on the 
international treaty with the 
European body. The two repre-
sentatives confirmed that, of 
the 25 annexes that are plan-
ned to be agreed, 24 if financi-
al services are excluded from 
which there is still no propo-
sal for European standards to 
analyze, five have been provisi-
onally closed sections, and six 
other annexes would be lacking 
one more round of negotiation 
to be able to be fixed momenta-
rily. In total, 14 annexes would 
be missing to form a first draft 
association agreement betwe-
en Andorra and the European 
Union. Secretary of State Riba 
stipulated that the «most sen-
sitive» issues, such as the free 
movement of workers, freedom 
of establishment, telecommu-
nications or financial services, 
would be linked to different an-
nexes that will be negotiated in 
the next round of negotiations.

The country, compared to 
the other two states involved in 
this type of negotiations with 
the European body, San Marino 
and Monaco, would be the sta-

There are 14 annexes to close 
the association agreement
Five sections 
have already been 
negotiated and another 
six are about to be 
concluded.

te with which the European Uni-
on has to negotiate more areas, sin-
ce the other two countries would 
go further advanced in the nego-
tiations with the EU. The head of 
government explained that «San 
Marino, with the exception of the 
two annexes that have not yet been 
transferred to us in terms of finan-
cial services and free movement of 
capital, has already almost closed 
the negotiation, at least in the bi-
lateral aspect». On the side of the 
Principality of Monaco, Espot men-
tioned that «Monaco already has 
more annexes closed than Andor-
ra.» However, the head of govern-
ment specified that «we must not 
allow ourselves to be conditioned 
by the other countries that are ne-
gotiating», since we must take in-
to account the people of Andorra 
who consider that the negotiations 
could go too fast.

Even so, the head of government 
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and the secretary of state wanted 
to emphasize the «window of op-
portunity with which Andorra cur-
rently finds itself in the negotiati-
ons with the EU. The scenario of 
the Spanish presidency of the Co-
uncil of the European Union, the fi-
gure of Vice President Sefcovic and 
the possibility that, following the 
result of the 2024 European elec-
tions, the European Commission’s 
prioritization of the change pro-
ject, are a set of opportunities that 
the Executive wants to take advan-
tage of to be able to close a draft 
agreement at the end of this same 
year. Even so, Espot emphasized 
that they are not prepared to prio-
ritize the speed with which the an-
nexes are closed with Andorran sa-
tisfaction for their final content.

Landry Riba also explained that 
this configuration of opportunity 
factors of a political and also tech-
nical nature have produced that 
«the negotiating team of the Euro-
pean Union, in recent months, has 
doubled in its human resources 
capacity and, therefore, this cau-
ses issues that at the beginning of 
the negotiations eight years ago, or 
half of them five years ago, would 
have been dragged out with very 
long discussions. Now, there is a 
different rhythm that does not at 
any time take away their impor-
tance or make Andorra have to run 
more or less, but a configuration 
has been drawn that means we can 
reach better agreements” compa-
red to other negotiation stages of 
the partnership agreement. For 
these reasons, both Riba and Espot 
emphasized that efforts are being 
made by the negotiating team to 
proceed at an agile pace without 
sacrificing the quality of the anne-
xes for Andorra and the will to con-
tinue in this line remains. H

«San Marino has already 
almost closed the bilateral 
aspect... Monaco already 
has more annexes closed 
than Andorra has»

«The EU negotiating 
team has doubled... 
now a different pace 
can be set (in the 
negotiation of the 
annexes)»
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the keys to the State pact

1antecedents leading 
to the agreement

3lines and objectives 
of the association 

5forum with economic 
and social agents

2the Andorra-EU 
relationship model

4commitment to act 
loyally

6two representatives 
of the opposition

The document explains why it is neces-
sary to carry out negotiations with the 
EU for an association agreement.

The State Pact specifies the lines and 
objectives that are expected to be ac-
hieved with this consensus.

The creation of a space to report on the 
progress of the negotiations is indica-
ted.

The second point of the State pact de-
fines the specification of which model 
is aspired to be achieved with the UE.

The different political formations would 
sign a commitment to act with a certain 
loyalty so as not to compromise the pact.

The representatives will not be able to 
be councilors and will attend the ne-
gotiations.

a very good spirit of collaboration. 
And everything they can contribu-
te to improve our negotiating positi-
on will be welcome.» Also, Espot tes-
tified that, despite the decision not 
to want to be part of this question of 

state neither at present nor in the fu-
ture, «we want to continue to have 
them as partners in this country pro-
ject», keeping the door open to colla-
borate with Carine Montaner’s trai-
ning.  H
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