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T
he new Prada de Moles go-
es down in history, and the 
fact is that last Tuesday, 
both the Municipality of 

Encamp and FC Andorra commu-
nicated, in a consensual manner, 
the disassociation and, therefore, 
the rejection of the project regar-
ding the stadium of the tricolor te-
am that had to be built in the parish. 
The main reason that has led to this 
decision, as explained by the Consul 
Major of Encamp, Laura Mas, and 
the president of FC Andorra, Fer-
ran Vilaseca, would have been the 
increase in the construction cost of 
the project, which would amount 
to more of 37 million euros, compa-
red to the 26 in which it was fixed 
at first.

The inflation that is being expe-
rienced in the global arena would 
have been added to the high de-
mands of LaLiga, to end up cau-
sing a difference of almost 20 milli-
on more euros in the final budget. 
These figures would exceed the li-
mits established by both parties, 
and both Mas and Vilaseca made it 
clear. «From the Municipality we 
already established that it had to be 
viable and acceptable for the com-
munal finances, and we could not 
pay more than 10 million euros, 
especially for the fact of carrying 
out a responsible exercise and avoi-
ding financial problems in the fu-
ture», the consul major declares. 
For his part, the tricolor president 
emphasized the words of Mas, ad-
ding that «we have tried in every 
possible way, asking for alternati-
ves and trying to fit the budgets, 
but there comes a time when one 
has to say enough. It’s been very 
hard, but it’s the reality.»

In this way, the corporation 
will not award the final concessi-
on because the club will not pre-
sent the necessary documentation 
to comply with the requirements. 
It should be remembered that, now 
six months ago, the municipality 
approved the concession, provisio-
nally and conditionally, of the land 
where the sports facilities of Prada 
de Moles are located for the cons-
truction of a professional football 
stadium, which would have had 
a capacity of around 6,000 spec-
tators and, in addition, the cons-
truction of an annexed training 

It won’t be possible
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The Municipality of Encamp and FC Andorra confirm 
the disassociation with the Prada de Moles project

Inflation causes the budget to go from 26 to 
37 million, being unaffordable for both parts
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33 An instant of the appearance in relation to the concession of Prada de Moles. Above, a virtual representation of the Prada de Moles project.

The cost overrun of almost 20 million euros (including the training ground) 
means that neither the Municipality of Encamp nor FC Andorra can be-
ar the full cost of the infrastructure and will force us to think about alterna-
tives for the future.

The scenario left a dire reality, both for the municipality and for the club, 
and faced with this situation there were only two options: take a risk and 
pay for it in the future, or opt for the safe path and rethink the road map.

The idea of carrying out a project that would cost around 20-25 million euros 
was everyone’s wish. However, with the 26 million that had been established 
at first, this maximum was already being stretched a lot.

FC Andorra needs a stadium to play matches in LaLiga. At the moment, 
no facility in the country has these requirements. Construction has not 
started and the club must meet again with the Government.
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«It had to be viable 
and acceptable for 
communal finances, and 
we couldn’t pay more 
than 10 million euros»

«We must meet and 
see how we face the 
next steps. We have an 
ambitious project, and 
we will continue with it»

LAURA MAS

FERRAN VILASECA

MAJOR CONSUL OF ENCAMP

PRESIDENT OF FC ANDORRA

on sport, and we are already analy-
zing the alternatives to be able to 
do our bit in this area».

NO OWN STADIUM / The end of a story 
only becomes the beginning of pro-
blems for FC Andorra. With the re-
jection of the Prada de Moles pro-
ject, the club finds itself, today, wit-
hout its own stadium and, what is 
more serious, without an infrastruc-
ture that meets the demands of La-
Liga to play matches in the elite of 
Spanish football (First and Second 
Division). As for the current situa-
tion, the tricolor team will remain 
at the National Stadium this season 
and next, a period in which impro-
vements should continue to be im-
plemented.

Once this time is up, the co-
untry would not have any faciliti-
es to host FC Andorra matches. Re-
garding this future, which is get-
ting closer, Vilaseca declared that 
«we must meet and see how we fa-
ce the next steps. We have an ambi-
tious project, and we will continue 
with it”. However, the president 
clarified that the budget allocated 

ground, which had been budgeted 
at around one million euros, and 
which had also increased its cost to 
over three million of euros.

According to Vilaseca, the inten-
tion was to build an infrastructu-
re «similar to Johan Cruyff (stadi-

um used by Barça B), which would 
be around 20-25 million, and we 
did not want to build a project that 
was not up to the club, of the parish 
and the country». Mas also regret-
ted the outcome of it, but affirmed 
that Encamp «will continue to bet 

to this item by CVC (LaLiga’s invest-
ment fund) has gone to the impro-
vements of the National Stadium, 
while Vilaseca was also forceful in 
stating that the FC Andorra will not 
leave the country. H
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T
he 2022 surplus now exce-
eds 60 million euros and 
the executive’s forecast is 
that half of it can be used 

to reduce debt. This was highligh-
ted by the Minister of Finance, Cé-
sar Marquina, during the debate on 
the budget bill for the 2023 finan-
cial year, which was approved last 
Tuesday in the General Council. In 
this way, the head of Finance remar-
ked that these 60 million will also 
be used to capitalize FEDA (fifteen 
million) and another fifteen to ena-
ble the Government to extend cre-
dit to deal with significant problems 
such as the housing Marquina de-
fended that the budget for 2023 is 
«balanced, prudent and conserva-
tive» and «responds to the needs of 
the citizens».

Marquina argued that the co-
untry’s economy is experiencing 
a growth situation that, in fact, is 
more important than that which 
occurs in other near countries and 
he argued it with data such as em-
ployment, tourists or income from 
customs. In this sense, the presi-
dent of the Social Democratic par-
liamentary group, Pere López, re-
called that the volume of inflation 
achieved in the country is higher 
than that of neighboring countri-
es, while denouncing that the exe-
cutive has opted for a new model of 
‘Andorra «that has failed» and as-
ked the head of government, Xa-
vier Espot, to take responsibility. 
López declared that the country’s 
growth is due to the proliferation 
of the construction sector with a 
25% increase and real estate, with 
similar figures, denouncing that 
«they have made a bet on the specu-
lative economy».

For their part, Marquina and 
the president of the independent 
parliamentary group, Ferran Cos-
ta, pointed out López’s «lack of pre-
diction», recalling that in the deba-
te on the amendment to the entire 
2022 budget, «it did not end to refi-
ne well» with his forecast, since at 
this time, as previously indicated, 
the surplus exceeds 60 million and 

DA

33 The new Minister of Finance, César Marquina, last Tuesday at the General Council.

The Government will use 30 million 
of the surplus to reduce debt
The parliament closes the legislature with the approval of the State budgets for the 2023 financial year
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not the one hundred million defi-
cit that the social democrat predic-
ted. «Prediction is not one of his vir-
tues», said Costa, who during his 
speech defended the budget pre-
sented by the executive highligh-
ting several items that will help «to 
respond to the problems of the citi-
zens» through «the correct mana-

gement of public money. Ensuring 
a good state of well-being implies 
guaranteeing the health of public 
finances», he said.

In turn, the president of the par-
liamentary group Terceravia, Lau-
redian Union and Independents, 
Josep Pintat, questioned the debt 
figures provided by the head of Fi-

nance, who defended that the debt 
is below the 40% established by the 
Law of public finances, specifically 
in 1,190 million euros. Thus, the 
member of Parliament from Lau-
redian warned the members of the 
Government of the «rebound», ex-
plaining that the boom in econo-
mic growth in Andorra is due to 

The CDIs signed reach 13 with the inclusion of Monaco and the 
Czech Republic.

33 The General Council approved by 
consent the ratifications of the agre-
ements to eliminate double taxation 
between Andorra and the Czech Re-
public and Monaco. With these two 
agreements, the CDI network that 
the Principality has signed in recent 
years is thirteen, five of which have 
seen the light of the day this legisla-
ture. During the debate on these two 
points, the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs, Maria Ubach, defended the im-
portance of continuing to expand the 
network of agreements and empha-
sized that currently there are agre-
ements on the table with Iceland, 

the Netherlands, Germany, the Uni-
ted Kingdom, Chile, Mexico and Para-
guay and there are plans to start con-
tacts with the Republic of Korea. The 
Social Democrat parliamentary group 
lamented, despite supporting the two 
agreements, that «there is no progress 
where there can be a turning point for 
economic revitalization», as emphasi-
zed by the president of the group, Pe-
re López. From the democratic ranks 
Berna Coma defended the «close co-
llaboration» with the Czech Repu-
blic and that it is a member of the Eu-
ropean Union, while Ubach claimed 
that Andorra has «insisted» that cer-

tain agreements such as that of Ger-
many and the United Kingdom ad-
vance. Thus, he recalled that con-
tacts with Germany began in 2012 
and with the United Kingdom in 2018. 
Regarding the first country, he sta-
ted that it is alleged that there is not 
enough economic activity, but An-
dorra «insists» on the financial and 
fiscal advances made in recent ye-
ars. Regarding the agreement with 
Monaco, it «completes the network» 
of agreements with small European 
states and «reinforces the excellent 
bilateral relations», remarked the he-
ad of Foreign Affairs.

the inflation recorded and that «we 
must be alert». «There is a debt, the 
reserves and the debt are two dif-
ferent things», he specified, after 
Marquina explained that the debt 
is in the same figures as in 2019.

REJECTION OF AMENDMENT RESERVATI-

ONS / The two amendment reserva-
tions that the social democratic par-
liamentary group had presented 
because the item intended for the 
multifunctional was intended for 
housing were rejected with the vo-
te against the majority groups and 
the abstention of Terceravia . The 
social democratic councilor Carles 
Sánchez emphasized that the pro-
posal was to allocate 1.2 million be-
tween 2023 and 2025 to studies and 
eleven million each year in the same 
period for the construction of soci-
al housing.

In total, he argued, there would 
be a total of 34 million intended 
to facilitate access to this type of 
housing which the PS believes is «a 
clear priority». In fact, he continu-
ed that if this item were added to 
what is already budgeted, the total 
would amount to 53.3 million and 
2023 would be remembered as the 
year in which «this option was de-
cisively promoted», according to 
ANA. H

«They have defended 
a country model that 
has failed, as they have 
made a bet on the 
speculative economy»

«He did not end 
refining his forecast 
on the deficit, so 
forecasting is not 
one of his virtues»
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