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Andorra and the Balearic Islands
want a direct airline from La Seu

Espot believes that the next legislature will have
to make a tourism law inspired by the islands
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ndorra and the Balearic Is-

lands want a direct air rou-

te that connects Andor-

a-La Seu d’Urgell Airport

with one of the Pythian islands. This
was announced yesterday by the he-
ad of government, Xavier Espot, ac-
companied by the Balearic presi-
dent, Francina Armengol, after the
first meeting in history between
the two institutions, which is being
held these days in Palma de Mallor-
ca. «Our hope is that there will be
aregular line, because we are two
territories with similarities, and we
could complement the seasons. In
addition, we are sure that our citi-
zens would be very interested in it,
«said Espot. However, the project
is still in a «very embryonic phase»:
«Today [yesterday] what we have se-
enis that thereis a political will, be-
cause this can add value to both ter-
ritories and, in the case of Andorra,
also in the border areas, such as Alt
Urgell, Cerdanya and Pallars», con-

The projectis «very
embryonic» and has
not yet been contacted
by any companies
willing to do the route

sidered the head of government, re-
cognizing thatan airlineis also nee-
ded»to make this possible «.«Wewill
accompany the interested compani-
es so thatitends up being a reality,»
he promised.

This high-level meeting, which
was also attended by the Minister of
the Environment, Agriculture and
Sustainability, Silvia Calvé, comes
after the Minister of Tourism and
Telecommunications, Jordi Torres,
met with his Balearic counterpart
a few weeks ago and «we saw that
we could work together in various
mattersand, aboveall, in the field of
tourismp», because both the Principa-
lity and the Balearic Islands face a si-
milar model, massive, seasonal and
low cost. This, together with the in-
terestoftheterritoriesin preserving

Both territories share concerns about the

fight against climate change and housing

GOVERN D’ANDORRA

theirenvironmentand natural heri-
tage,isaconcerninthefightagainst
climate change and in the commit-
ment to quality tourism ahead of
quantity.

Thus, both Espot and Armengol
believe that «<we are at a time when
our model needs to be rethought
and we want to share ideas and ex-
periences». In this sense, the head of
the Executiveacknowledged thathe
had «realized» that Andorra «needs
a tourism law». <We have been ma-
king the appropriate changes as ne-
eded,butwe donothave abody ofle-
gislation on tourism.Itwillbeaduty
for the next legislature,»said Espot,
addingthatthe lawwill be» inspired
«by many of the measures already in
place in theislands.

And it is that, just today, the Ba-

»» The President of the Balearic Islands, Francina Armengol, and the Head of Government, Xavier Espot, in Paima.

XAVIER ESPOT

HEAD OF GOVERNMENT

«Our hope is that there will be aregular
line, because we are two territories with
similarities and we can complement each
other»

learic parliament approves a new le-
gal textin which itlinks its new mo-
del of tourism with the access to a
decent house for its residents, since
according to Armengol the high pri-
cesoftherentsaredirectlyrelated to
thelarge number of tourist flats the-
re are. The head of government said
heshared the concern, butadmitted
thatit was not «an easy task and we
could not rushy. In this way, he also
left the debate for the next legislatu-
re, being aware that «it is very good
to think about it, but at some point
it will have to be executed». Howe-
ver, Espot celebrated that «<when we
go away from home we see that the-
re are no miracle solutions» and ca-
lled for a «task of awareness and pe-
dagogy to the public» until the con-
flictisresolved. =
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FEDA will install a solar park that
will supply 250 homes in Grau Roig

There will be about 2,002 photovoltaic panels, which will generate about 1.4 gigawatts / hour per year

AP.
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EDA will install a solar park
around the Grau Roig Trans-
former and Distribution
Station (ETR) that will feed
around 250 homes. This was stated
yesterday by the company’s general
manager, Albert Moles, noting that
this is another step «towards the
energy transition and the national
sovereignty of electricity from rene-
wable sources», in order to achieve «
the progression of 30% to 50% ofits
own green electricity generation”.
Following the schedule, installati-
on work will begin in the coming
days and the photovoltaic machi-
nery is expected to begin pilot pro-
duction testing from September.
At the same time, Moles added that
this project fits into the possibiliti-
es and resources of FEDA to «make a
translation into clean energy as so-
on as possible, even though private
initiatives are key to progress.

As for the investment of the bifa-
cial panels, the company estimated
the costat 1.2 million euros for ane-
twork of state-of-the-art devices. In
thissense, the plates have technical
characteristics that allow them to
collect the rays that reach indirect-
ly to the photovoltaic cells, either
by refraction by snow or by ground.
Thus, «<we increase the efficiency of
the solar park by occupying the sa-
me space, which will create more
energy than initially planned, whi-
le saving the emission of more than
180 tons of CO2 into the atmosp-
here». according to the director of
Engineering, Marc Calvet. Adding
the increase in production caused
by the intensity of the sun to more
than 2,300 meters in the vicinity of
the ETR, the station wants to beco-
me one of the leading photovoltaic
in the country, if the pilot test has a
satisfactory result.

In turn, Calvet stressed that, in
the area where the park will be lo-
cated, no previous excavation or
construction of concrete has had to
be carried out, therefore, “take ad-
vantage of the high mountain topo-
graphy to have special attention to
sustainability, landscape integra-
tion and respect for the environ-
ment”. In addition, the fences that
willdelimit the facilities will be ma-
de of wood, in order to avoid metal

»» The director of FEDA, Albert Moles, and

panels of the new solar park.

Thisisa
pioneering
project with bifacial
devices to increase
production efficiency

structures, and environmental im-
pact studies will be carried out to
verify the ecological footprintofthe
solar parkinrelation to pre-existing
human factors, such as the ETR buil-
ding or the main road.

However, the operation of this
new park would mean a small part
compared to the total of the co-
untry, of energy consumed natio-
nally, as the overall sum is betwe-
en 590 and 600 gigawatts [ hour the
year. According to FEDA data, total

photovoltaic production in Andor-
ra barely reaches 2% of the global fi-
gure. Although «<with theamountof
snow in this area in the winter, we
estimate that with the reflecting ef-
fect there is about 30% more than
the regular procedure, but it is ne-
cessary to carry out a process of mo-
nitoring «, according to Calvet. He
added that studies are also being
carried outon theinclination of the
platesdue to thesliding of the snow
and the optimization ofthespaceto

Albert Moles

GENERAL MANAGER OF FEDA

«The transition
needs to be made
soon, although
private initiatives are
crucial to achieving
national electricity
sovereignty»

Marc Calvet
DIRECTOR OF FEDA ENGINEERING

«The project takes
advantage of the
high mountain
orography and pays
special attention

to landscape
integration»

avoid shady areas and to favor the
effect of bouncing on the ground.

Latest studies at the Maia peak |
On the other hand, the director ge-
neral of FEDA pointed out that the
latest reports and studies are being
prepared in order to kick off the
Maia wind farm. In this sense, Mo-
les stated that in the beginning of
2023, renewable energy installati-
ons are expected to begin, although
the preparation can be extended up
to three years. Compared to the pro-
duction of the Grau Roig solar park,
the capacity of the Maia will reach
up to 45 gigawatts [ hour per year,
which far exceeds the data for pho-
tovoltaic panels. However, the cost
of the project ranges from 25 to 28
million euros and «should contribu-
te to the establishment of competi-
tive electricity prices with a tempo-
rary stability of between 20 and 30
years, but the most important thi-
ng is to know the best time to start
the works». =

Your leading real estate
agency in Andorra.

Our experience

Li;\ [

%

PR
am s
[[<]]=

(@) (+376) 353 424 / (+376) 379 769

© (+376) 747 747

@ laportella@andorra.ad

|LAPORTELLA

IMMOBILIARIA
REAL ESTATE

0 Casa Nova Olivet 10 - Ordino

guarantees results,
realtors since 1988.

@ www.laportella.ad




	AN_CT_012S_BC00_01_06_22
	AN_CT_013S_BC00_01_06_22

