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A 
study promoted by the 
researchers of the Pyre-
nean Observatory of Cli-
mate  Change (OPCC) 

points out that the glaciers of the 
Pyrenees could turn into residu-
al ice patches or even disappear 
in about 20 years if the trend of 
increase in temperature and the 
lack of precipitation continues 
to increase. According to the da-
ta provided by the scientists of the 
Spanish Pirinenc Institute of Eco-
logy (IPE-CSIC) in a complemen-
tary report, from 2011 to 2020, 

The glaciers of the Pyrenees 
could disappear in about 20 years
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Riva claims that winter sports are looking for 
new sustainable training options in the summer

The total ice area of the mountain range has 
decreased by more than 23% since 2011
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main reasons for the decrease in 
ice concentration.

At the same time, OPCC experts 
say that in the last six decades, ra-
infall in the area has decreased by 
around 8% on average annually, 
which is another factor that has 
aggravated this thawing situati-
on. In fact, they say that the remai-
ning glaciers are in a situation of 
«delicate balance», among which 
are Anet, Maladeta and Monte Per-
dido, all three on the slopes of the 
Spanish Aragonese Pyrenees. Li-
kewise, experts indicate that the 
increase in temperatures pre-
vents daytime rivers, which ori-
ginate during the hottest hours 

of the day, from freezing at nig-
ht. This fact favors the continu-
ed retreat of the glacial mass with 
the addition that, this year, the-
re have been Saharan dust storms 
«which accelerate melting».

WATER SAVING / With regard to the 
incidence in Andorra, the studies 
by Andorra Research + Innovati-
on (ARI) on the availability of wa-
ter resources continue in the sa-
me line as the thawing reports, 
since the impact of tourism in 
the country could establish res-
trictions on the uses of water. In 
fact, in relation to the use of ski 
slopes by sportsmen, «more eco-
logical solutions are being soug-
ht through technology that allow 
an alternative to snow, because 
less and less precipitation is recor-
ded». said the Minister of Culture 
and Sports, Sílvia Riva, in an inter-
view with EL PERIÒDIC.

Aside from the efforts of ARI 
researchers to optimize resour-
ces in ski resort machinery, Ri-
va pointed out that all energy-sa-
ving actions contribute to a sus-
tainable activity to mitigate the 
effects of climate change. Finally, 
she emphasized that in activities 
such as cross-country skiing «we 
also see how they take advantage 
of the mountain in the summer 
and we witness new training al-
ternatives each time using tech-
niques conditioned by the clima-
tology». H

The average annual 
temperature in the 
high mountain area has 
increased by 1.6 degrees 
in the period 1959-2020

the total ice area of the mountain 
range has been reduced by 23,2%, 
along with the surface thickness 
of 6.3 meters on average.

In the same way, the results 
of the study confirm that half of 
the glacial masses spread over the 
Pyrenees have disappeared over 
the last 40 years. Of the total of 19 
glaciers that still survive, only th-
ree exceed the size of 10 hectares. 
In this sense, the scientists point 
out, on the one hand, the increase 
of 1.6 degrees in the average annu-
al temperature of the high Pyre-
nean mountain climate, which 
has been experienced during the 
period 1959-2020, as one of the 

«They are looking for 
ecological solutions 
[to the tourist 
impact] that allow 
an alternative to the 
snow by sportsmen»

Sílvia Riva
MINISTER OF CULTURE AND SPORTS
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«Before, whoever came to Social Affairs didn’t 
have a job, but now everyone has a salary»
JUDITH PALLARÉS Minister of Social Affairs, Youth and Equality
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Minister Judith Pallarés began the 
legislature at the head of Public 
Service and will end it as head of 
Social Affairs, Youth and Equality. 
In both cases, she feels satisfied by 
the goals achieved, but recognizes 
that there is still a lot of work to be 
done in social matters.

–At the end of the legislature, what 
is the balance sheet?
–Well, I can talk about two minis-
tries. On the part of the Public Ser-
vice, I think I started the legisla-
ture with an important challenge 
that, despite the pandemic, we ha-
ve achieved with the defense of the 
law. Now there is a lot of develop-
ment and a lot of work to do with 
the unions, but in general I can say 
that I am happy and satisfied. As 
for the Ministry of Social Affairs, 
Youth and Equality, so many thi-
ngs are covered that it is impossi-
ble to arrive one day and say that 
everything is done, we will always 
need to respond to families and ci-
tizens in many areas. Fortunate-
ly, society is dynamic and everyt-
hing is changing, so the adaptati-
ons of the ministry itself are also 
constant and of continuous impro-
vement.

–Which project would stand out?
–The law of effective equality be-
tween men and women. It is a very 
important advance and we are 
now working on its regulatory de-
velopment and the creation of the 
Andorra Women’s Institute.

–The pandemic put all kinds of so-
cial affairs more at the center than 
ever before. Has the situation nor-
malized?
–In relation to support for famili-
es due to the consequences of the 
pandemic, we still have to do a mo-
re thorough analysis, although in 
the commissions in collaboration 
with other ministries we have al-
ready regularized the follow-up of 
the most complex cases with pro-
blems linked above all to mental 
health or addictions. There are si-
tuations that existed before the 
pandemic, but that have worsened 
following the health crisis and re-
quire more support from the Ad-
ministration.

–What is the most common de-
mand?
–Housing without a doubt. The Go-
vernment has made the measures 
more flexible and, as occasional 
aid, we have a couple of articles th-
rough which we can determine ot-
her issues, because we have reali-
zed that sometimes if we transfer 
housing aid the overall situation 
of the affected improves. We act 
both at the request of the citizen 
and ex officio.
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«The profiles of the 
tenants of the Armor 
building will be diverse 
and the problems will 
be addressed from 
different areas»

«There are situations 
that existed before 
the pandemic, but 
have now worsened 
and need more 
support»

«Housing is a 
subject of constant 
debate within the 
Government to be 
able to find the most 
effective measures»

Interview 3 Balance of the legislature LLL

–Is there a specific profile?
–No, there is everything. If before 
the benefits were for people who 
did not have resources because 
they did not have a job, now everyo-
ne has a salary, but, even so, they 
do not reach the end of the month.

–Within the plan to improve the 
purchasing power of citizens, the 
flexibility of the grants that I was 
just commenting on was included. 
What impact has it had?
–Positive. We have had 124 de-
mands linked to the flexibility of 
rental notices, thanks to broader 
criteria, which must be added to 
the 180 already granted previous-
ly. It was clear that there was such 
a need.

–Is the Government doing everythi-
ng it can in terms of social housing?
–Yes. Housing is a subject of regu-
lar debate within the Government 
to be able to design and find the 
most effective measures, such as 
the creation of the housing institu-
te, which is the body that demons-
trates our constant concern. Many 
of the projections that are made, 
such as the social floors, need time, 
although we are aware that we ne-
ed the help today. That is why we 
think that housing support will re-
main in force until there is a defi-

nitive solution, which will not be 
easy to achieve, because it is not 
a problem exclusive to Andorra. 
When we analyze with compara-
tive politics what others are doing 
and what we can do, we realize 
that it is a global affair and that 
there are many things to work on.

–Before leaving for vacation, the 
floors of Casa Aristot Mora were 
inaugurated. When will we see the 
first tenants?

–Precisely this Tuesday I was tal-
king about it with Minister Filloy, 
because we have already analyzed 
the cases that may be susceptible 
to entering it. The truth is that we 
are waiting for the missing furni-
ture; August is a bad month for the 
supply of materials, but as soon as 
we have it ready, we will start refer-
ring people there. I cannot say how 
many people have registered, but 
from the ministry we have located 
those who need it more urgently.

–Do you think that bringing all pe-
ople with difficulties together in a 
single building is a good idea? So-
me say it’s stigmatizing.
–The Armor building was built un-
der the housing first concept, in 
which the people who live there 
do so temporarily and from the 

ministry what we seek, precise-
ly, is that the profiles are diverse. 
Both the ages of the residents and 
their problems can be addressed 
from different areas and the ways 
of working vary depending on the 
needs; they are not stigmatized.

–This summer, two commissions 
were created, one for children and 
the other for adults, to assist peo-
ple in «highly complex» situations. 
What are these situations and how 
do commissions work?
–Until recently there was a moni-
toring table for young people in si-
tuations of behavioral disorders 
or addictions, in which we worked 
together with Health, and now we 
have extended it to the adult sec-
tor to offer them a more compre-
hensive control and more continu-
ed support. We have made a small 
regulation for the commissions 
which indicates that there is a mi-
nimum of one quarterly meeting, 
but also a fast track for emergency 
situations. What it’s about is ser-
ving people with a chronic situati-
on through therapeutic plans and 
confidentially.

–How is the new CREI?
–Well; the awarded company is fi-
nishing all the administrative ma-
nagement of internal procedures. 
The agreement states that in Sep-
tember work will begin between 
your team and ours to determine 
the profiles that can be accommo-
dated there and, progressively, we 
will award the nine places for the 
residential center and five for the 
day center.

–The management of Ukrainian re-
fugees has been a great challenge. 
Do you plan to expand the top?
–From Social Affairs we are follo-
wing up on the families and, for 
the moment, we will not extend 
the closure because we have noti-
ced that some of them have left. 
With the Department of Immigra-
tion we are looking for a way that 
will allow us, without expanding 
this barrier, to accommodate the 
people who are currently on the 
waiting list taking into account 
those who are no longer there. H


