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Il be asked to apply

3% of the CPI to raise fares

Pereira states that from the sector «we have
not wanted to increase the cost for two years»
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axi drivers will ask the go-
vernment to apply 3.3%
of the Consumer Price In-
dex (CPI) in order to raise
fares. This was stated by the presi-
dent of the Andorran Taxi Associati-
on (ATA), Marcio Pereira, in EL PERI-
ODIC. However, he pointed out that
from the sector «<we have notwanted
to increase the cost for two years.»

The increase in the CPI is one
of the key elements for the taxi in-
dustry.The president ofthe ATAsaid
that although they have not yet re-
quested it, they plan to do so betwe-
en the end of the month and the be-
ginning of the next. He also explai-
ned that one of the reasons they will
ask for it is because the prices of fu-
elsand other productsin general ha-
verisen. The Association of Intercity
Taxi Drivers (ATI), the other associa-
tionin the sector, in addition to sup-
porting the increase in fares, insis-
ted that they want the unification of
the taxisectorwith aninternational
call center.

Regarding the crisis situation in
which the private transport sector
isimmersed, from the ATA they ex-
plained that the periods in which
there have been parties or celebrati-
ons in the Principality or in the bor-
der countries have alleviated punc-
tually the situation in these two ye-
ars. Thus, Pereira indicated that the
Christmas and the Three King’s ho-
lidays «have not been bad» and «ha-
ve been at the height of other sea-
sons before the pandemic», but af-
ter Kings the crisis has returned
note. The ATI does not share the sa-
me perspective, as its president, Pau
Vano, stated that the holidays «ha-
ve been better than lastyear, but not
halfofanormalyear». He added that
the closure of nightlife is once again
hurting taxi driverswhoworkatnig-
ht, who have had to work harder to
pay for their personal and vehicle
expenses.

UNIFICATION WORK / On the other
hand, the president of the Associati-
on of Intercity Taxi Drivers (ATI) ex-
plained that they are working with
the Government on the new regula-
tions for a unified taxi station. «<We

ATl is working with the government on new
regulations for a unified taxi station
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»» Archive image of a group of taxis waiting at a stop in Andorra la Vella.

Vano reports that
four meetings with the
government have been
held since the middle of
last year

are holding meetings to try to unify
the entire taxiindustry,» Vano insis-
ted, adding that «the best thing is to
provide the best customer service.»

It should be noted that the Minis-
ter of the Presidency, Economy and
Business, Jordi Gallardo,announced
in early July 2020 the approval of a
working table, although the group
remains divided. Thus, from the
ATl reported that since the middle
of last year four meetings have be-
en held and at the point where they
are currentlyisin the creation of the
new regulation for the unified taxi
station, as currently «no taxi stati-
on complies with the regulations»
which is why new ones have to be
considered, according to this asso-
ciation.=

The ATA announces that there could be
protests if the bus continues on demand

»» The president of the Andor-
ran Taxi Association (ATA), Mar-
cio Pereira, told to EL PERIODIC
that «protests could break out» if
thebus continues ondemand, be-
causeitisaservicethathehasdo-
ne «much harm.» «It has affected
us a lot, because itis a covert taxi
service that they do the same as
us:people callthemandgotolook
forthem andthatis the same thing
we do,» said Marcio. However, he
said that the ATA has not yet be-
enable totalkto anyone, butonce

the busy season is over, they will
try to arrange a meeting with the
relevantmunicipalities. Finally, he
concluded that if the bus conti-
nues to be in demand, this could
«trigger a protest». From the As-
sociation of Intercity Taxi Drivers
(ATI) stated that «probably» the
bus on demand is affecting them,
they have no intention of protes-
ting against the municipal servi-
ce, as according to the ATI presi-
dent Pau Vano is an issue that is
not in his hands.
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WORLD PANDEMIC

The PS proposes to create a covid leave
of absence as a matter of urgency

Salazar criticizes the «inaction» of the Department of Labbor and the «lack» of communication with social agents
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The Social Demo-

cratic Party is pro-

posing to create

a strike that is di-

rectly linked to

the covid to «alle-
viate the negative effects that cur-
rent measures have had on the
economy of workers and compa-
nies,» said First Secretary Gerard
Alis. In this way, the opposition
intends to re-grant the leave for
work-related injury in which the
worker covers the full salary, but
atthesametimedetail thatin this
caseitis thevirus. Alis stated that
«<if necessary, our parliamentary
group will offer supportin appro-
ving this measure by way of ur-
gency.»

Following the line of debate
on layoffs, Executive Committee
member Judith Salazar criticized
that “employees who take leave
caused by covid have their pay re-
duced by 47% and do not receive
ituntil the third day, soitisasitu-
ation thatneeds to be changed, as
it promotes precariousness.

Despite the scientific evidence
expressed by experts on the mild
effects caused by the omicron va-
riant in the field of health, Sala-
zar stated that “it is necessary to
give priority to health measures,

PS
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»» The member of the Executive Committee, Judith Salazar, and the first secretary, Gerard Alis.

The Executive denies
the request of the PSand
points out that the omicron
has caused a strong
impact on public coffers

but given the low hospital pressu-
re it is necessary to focus on soci-
al welfare”.

The Social Democrats said the-
re had been a «serious lack of fore-
sight» and, as Salazar pointed out,
«a mailbox or a new mechanism
for direct communication betwe-
en the population and the insti-

tutions needs to be set up to send
complaints and concerns «in re-
lation to the pandemic”. She also
called for the Economic and Soci-
al Council to be activated so that
the Government can implement
the active listening of employers
and workers in the current situa-
tion in order to reach a broad con-

sensus. In this regard, Alis called
for «the government to take res-
ponsibility and actaccordingly to
the mistakes they have made in
recent days in relation to the fai-
lure of the TMA machine.» He al-
so stated that “it is not possible
for the Executive to run out of fi-
nancial resources during the pe-
ak of contagion; these facts must
be planned and acted upon quic-
Kkly. «

With regard to employers, the
first secretary stated that “the im-
pactofthevirusoncompanies has
caused some companies to suffer
a 50% reduction in the workforce,
so we need new measures to re-
place the workforce effectively”.
In fact, Alis complained that in
some cases «holidays are discoun-
ted or companies assume the cost
of the absence and then have the
employee recover.»

On the other hand, regarding
the creation of the low covid, the
Minister of Finance, Eric Jover,
during the press conference after
the Council of Ministers, denied
the request of the PS and replied
that “it is very easy to make a to-
ast from the opposition, but the
effects of the omicron variant are
very numerous and itis necessary
to take into account the strong
financial impact that entails so
much for the CASS as for the Go-
vernment”. =

Health detects 327 infections and decreases active cases
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The government presented he-
alth data similar to Tuesday’s. Ac-
cording to spokesman Eric Jover,
327 new infections have been re-
ported in recent hours, bringing
the total number of cases from the
start of the pandemic to 35,028, of
which 4,771 (-23) are active. In ad-
dition, 350 people were also disc-
harged, bringing the total reco-
very to 30,112. Deaths, fortunate-
ly, remain at 145.

In terms of hospital pressure,
employment remains the same
as in the last two days. Thus, the-

re are currently six people admit-
ted to the plant and four to the In-
tensive Care Unit (ICU), where th-
ree of them are in a situation of
mechanical ventilation. As for the
school population, classrooms un-
der active surveillance stand at 49
(-23), eitherinwholeorin part, and
204 (+10) are under passive survei-
llance. Regarding the vaccination
plan, Jover pointed out that the to-
tal percentage of people with the
complete guideline reaches 82.4%.
In this sense, 83.8% of the popula-
tion over the ageof16 have already
received at least one vaccine and
57.9% of the population over the
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»» Facade of the Hospital Nostra Senyora de Meritxell.

age of 18 have already received the
third dose of the vaccine.

On the other hand, the spokes-
man of the Executive reiterated
that the restrictive measures are
monitored daily. In this sense, he
stated that «we are following the
day-to-day of a variant that has be-
en very different from the othersy,
especially with regard to the con-
siderable increase in active cases
with regard to the drop in health
pressure. He stressed that after
next Monday’s Cabinet meeting, it
will be decided whether to decide
to relax some of the measures cur-
rently in force. =
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