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The decision of the Spanish he-
alth company Grifols not to go 
ahead with the research center in 
immunology planned in the pa-
rish of Ordino created grief in the 
Government. In this regard, the 
Minister of the Presidency, Eco-
nomy, Work and Housing, Conxi-
ta Marsol, emphasized today that 
the Executive «regrets the situati-
on and that a great opportunity 
has been lost, taking into account 
the moment we are living in di-
versification of the economy and 
added value».

Continuing her speech, Marsol 
pointed out that having a com-
pany like Grifols in Andorra was 
«a very important door», also be-
cause of the calling effect it could 
have in terms of attracting other 
investments or activities. The al-
so president of Andorra Business 
expressed that the agreement has 
not yet been carried out due to va-
rious circumstances, while than-
king the healthcare company for 
the initiative to build a research 
structure in the Principality.

Apart from that, regarding the 
process of its idealization, Mar-
sol stated that a meeting was held 
with the head of government and 
the minister of health in Barcelo-
na, together with some members 
of the Grifols family, to see how the 
research center project would be 
undertaken after the pandemic. 
«They had told us that they saw it 
as difficult as it was conceived be-
cause a very important center in 
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The Minister of the Presidency, Economy, Work and Housing, Conxita Marsol, during the press conference held.
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immunology had been announ-
ced in Barcelona which would be-
come a point of reference in the 
south of Europe», she said.

Continuing in the same line, 
the holder of the Economy port-
folio emphasized that, according 
to Grifols, they could not have the 
same center in Andorra and anot-
her in Catalonia, and that in this 
way they would transfer another 
proposal to «re-adapt the needs 
of that moment». As for this year, 
Marsol maintained that in March 
she asked by letter to the presi-
dent of the Grifols Pyrenees Rese-
arch society an extraordinary me-
eting to explore how the situation 

of the project was, and in April it 
was again ratified that it was not 
in sight future.

Finally, Marsol expressed that 
the most appropriate solution 
was to choose to sell the shares 
owned by Andorra Business in 
the Grifols Pyrenees Research 
laboratory for 20%, thus retur-
ning the 200,000 euros «desti-
ned for the social pacts that we-
re signed in 2022», she clears 
up. Despite this, «Grifols conti-
nues to have a foothold in the 
country and we have the will 
to reach some point of collabo-
ration», concluded the Govern-
ment spokeswoman. .

Withdrawal from the Grifols project

Marsol regrets the situation with Grifols 
and the loss of economic diversification

Conxita Marsol

«Grifols continues to 
have a foothold in the 
country and we want 
to reach some point of 
collaboration»

Minister of the Presidency
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Grifols’ final decision not to build 
the immunological research cen-
ter in Ordino marks the culminati-
on of a process that has generated 
controversy since the first propo-
sals. The controversy dates back to 
years ago, when the proposal was 
met with opposition by prominent 
figures in the country, such as the 
opposition councilor and member 
of Units per Ordino, Enric Dolsa, 
and the councilor general, Carine 
Montaner. This positioning was ad-
ded to the creation of the anti-Gri-
fols apolitical platform, which or-
ganized numerous rallies and pe-
aceful demonstrations to express 
the rejection of many citizens to the 
construction of the P3 laboratory in 
Ordino.

This Thursday, the councilor for 
the minority of the Municipality 
of Ordino, Enric Dolsa, stated that 
the Catalan multinational «has se-
en the situation they are living in 
today and they have decided not to 

Dolsa: «Grifols saw 
that it was better not to 
make noise in Europe»

The echo of the controversy: 
rejection buries Ordino’s laboratory
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make noise in Europe», remarking 
that «to Grifols obviously is not ap-
propriate that there is a buzz about 
what was happening here in Andor-
ra. Once it entered Strasbourg, they 
decided to put the project aside», 
referring to the company’s decisi-
on not to continue with the project. 
In addition, Dolsa stated that, from 
now on, he will have to «ask for the 
expenses incurred in the expropri-
ations», referring to the actions ta-
ken by the Government to build 
the new road from Pont de Sornàs 
to the ground. However, the oppo-
sition councilor declared that «this 
has shown us that the platform that 
was created worked, popular pres-
sure has been able to counterbalan-
ce, and I am very satisfied».

The timeline of the proposal
In July 2021, the Municipality of 
Ordino approved the Grifols initi-
ative with the vote against counci-
lor Dolsa and some reservations on 
the part of councilor Sandra Tudó, 
in an extraordinary session of the 
Municipality. The laboratory plan-
ned to develop three main lines of 
research: disorders of own immu-
nity, immunological treatments 
for cancer and the treatment of in-
fections in which antivirals were 

not effective.
Despite this these guarantees, 

Montaner was one of the most cri-
tical voices from the beginning. As 
early as 2021, she asked the Ministry 
of Health about the specific activi-
ties and biosecurity level of the fu-
ture center. «There are laboratori-
es that present a high level of risk 
for the population, and it’s an issue 
that worries me», declared Monta-
ner after an appearance by the Mi-
nister of Health, Joan Martínez Be-
nazet (2019-2022), to update the he-
alth data.

The process was also marked by 
citizen opposition. The groups that 
were added to the created platform 
expressed their doubts about the vi-
ability and security of the project, 
questioning the transparency and 
management of the public resour-
ces allocated to the initiative. «We 
created a platform to oppose the 
construction of the laboratory to 
try to stop this installation, becau-
se it would not bring us anything 
positive», said Dolsa.

As the financial situation of Gri-
fols deteriorated, with historic falls 
in the stock market such as those 
of August 2022 and March of this 
year, and the decision to put up 
for sale 2,000 million in assets to 

reduce the pharmaceutical’s debt 
in December 2022, public opini-
on closely followed these ups and 
downs. In addition, the demonstra-
tions against the macro project in 
February and March 2023, and the 
town meeting that the anti-labora-
tory platform closed in September 
2021, emphasized the health and 
legality of the project.

In this context, Dolsa added the 
appeal against the construction of 
the laboratory, despite the Gover-
nment’s willingness to continue 
with the project, despite repeated 
requests for information and trans-
parency about the implications of 
the Grifols project in the parish. «I 
presented this appeal on behalf of 
all the citizens who were against 
it», he added, although he maintai-
ned that «it was said that I was not 
authorized to present this appeal».

The situation was further com-
plicated by the investigation by 
Spanish and American lawyers in-
to Grifols after the publication of 
the Gotham City report, which in-
dicated monetary losses for some 
shareholders. An issue that intensi-
fied the controversy, but the Gover-
nment maintained its stance of fa-
voring the construction of the labo-
ratory. As the head of government, 
Xavier Espot, defended in a sessi-
on of the General Council last Janu-
ary, ensuring that, even if the accu-
sations against the pharmaceuti-
cal company were true, the project 
in the parish of Ordino would con-
tinue. .


