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HEALTH UPDATE

Health rules out fourth dose as
population is “more protected’

The number of active cases drops to 5,000,

while the death toll rises to 145
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The Minister of He-
alth, Joan Martinez
Benazet, assured
yesterday during
the press conferen-
ce following the ce-
lebration of the Council of Ministers
dedicated exclusively to the health
crisis that, for the time being, the
fourth dose of the vaccine against
covid-19 will not be administered
because the population is “more
protected” by the generalization of
those infected by the omicron vari-
antand the consolidation of the vac-
cination process. He also said that
the ministry has not considered in-
troducing compulsory vaccination,
as the percentage of vaccinated is
close to 85%. To date, 152,780 vacci-
nes have been administered (57,750
first doses, 56,966 second doses, and
38,064 third doses).

Although a new death has been
reported in recent hours (with vari-
ous pathologies but also with coro-
navirus), which puts the death toll
at 145, the number of active cases
has dropped from 5,000 to 4,969, af-
ter the results of the TMA tests have
been updated due to a failure of one
of the machines performing them.
In addition, there are only nine pe-
ople admitted to the Hospital Nos-
tra Senyora de Meritxell, four on the
ground floor and five in the Intensi-
ve Care Unit(ICU), three of whom ne-
ed mechanical ventilation. The new
cases that occurred during the wee-
kend were 1,295, 44% of which are
notvaccinated, considering that on-
ly 17% of the population has chosen
not toreceive the vaccine.

«The evolution of the indicators
is good, as the data on the omicron
variant are stabilizing and the visi-
on is very optimistic, although we
must be alert and we cannot lower
our arms,» said Benazet. In this sen-
se, the Minister of Health revealed,
«in a short time, weeks or days, we
will be able to lift some measures
andreturn tonormal.» Forexample,
ifthenumber of active cases falls be-
low 3,000, the restrictive measures
on catering and nightlife will be lif-
ted.
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»» The Government has ack-
nowledged that there is evidence
of a complaint from the public alle-
ginginconsistentresults betweena
TMA test performed by Health and
a PCR carried out in a private labo-
ratory on the same day. Following a
written response from the Executi-
ve to the non-attached General Co-
uncilor, Carine Montaner, Joan Mar-
tinez Benazet states that although
both tests have a specificity of mo-
re than 98%, which allows us to sta-
te that «few false positives are ge-
nerated», a patient who undergo-
es both tests on the same day may
have discordant results if he or she
enjoys «a very low viral load,» as it

Low viral load, responsible for possible
discrepancies between TMA and PCR
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»» Performing a TMA Test.

will not be detectable on PCR, but
on TMA. Inthe event of adiscrepan-
cy, «the TMA has ahigher specificity
than the PCR and should prevail as
adecision criterion,» concludes the
Minister of Health.

data from the ICU yesterday. As a
result, all patients have been infec-
ted with the delta variant since Oc-
tober 31st. A total of 37 people had
to use this service, 22 of whom were
notvaccinated and 15 were. In addi-
tion, there were seven deaths, four
of them unvaccinated. Outside the
ICU, Benazet explained that people
who have passed the delta variant
have been cited for the third dose,
while those who became infected
from January 5th will be cited after
three. months.

CHANGES INKINDERGARTEN / The impro-
vement of the health situation has
led to new measures in the field of
education. Initially, the latest scho-
ol screening of a total 0of 1,331 stu-
dents showed that only 6% (80) tes-
ted positive for coronavirus, after
undergoing an antigen test. With
thissituation, Health has decided to

4 4 % of positive cases

correspond to unvaccinated pe-
ople.

6%
O positivein the last

school screening, done to more
than 1,300 students.

2 2 admitted to the ICU out

of 37 total as of October 31st we-
re not vaccinated.

eliminate theobligation to carryout
school screenings in primary edu-
cation or equivalent to access extra-
curricular activities and the cante-
en service, at the request of the Uni-
ted Parents collective. In any case,
the weekly screenings for students
and non-immunized staffwho want
to participate are maintained. In
addition, kindergarten classrooms
will be confined to three positive pe-
ople. If there are less than three po-
sitives, the whole classroom will be
screened. In primary and secondary
education, as well as in high school
and equivalent, the weekly periodic
screening will be done and from the
five positives in a classroom a speci-
fic protocol will be followed with a
screening between the second and
third day. There are currently 284
classrooms under supervision, 53 of
which are active (total, 17 and parti-
al, 36) and 231 passively.

On the other hand, the Govern-
ment announced yesterday that it
will buy a total of 100,000 antigen
tests at a price of 1.85 euros, which
it will distribute to pharmacies for
the resident and cross-border po-
pulation, an agreement that is still
pending with the College of Phar-
macists and which will be announ-
ced this Wednesday. The retail price
will be lower than in Spain.

Starting this week, the Executi-
ve will hold two councils of minis-
ters:oneon health onlyMondayand
anotheron Wednesdaywith therest
of the issues, while on Friday it will
keep the health update.=
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TRANSPORT

Bus companies are expected to close
the compensations in February

Nadal and Coopalsa choose a ticket expert and a lawyer to represent them on the committee
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e working committee to
resolve the disagreement
over the compensation for
the financial loss resulting

from the launch of the monthly
transport pass at 30 euros has alre-
ady started working. Bus compani-
es hope to be able to reconcile posi-
tions with the Executive and balan-
ce the treasury during the month
of February, as this issue has been
dragging on since the new fare ca-
me into force on September 1st,
2021. “I think that during In the
course of February, a solution will
have to be found on the table», said
the general manager of Autocars
Nadal, Bartumeu Gabriel, who ac-
knowledged that “sooner we clari-
fy it, the better” because «treasury
tensions are accumulating” which
isimportant to resolve. In a similar
vein, the manager of Coopalsa, Ga-
briel Dalleres, stated that < unders-
tand that the resolution should be
relatively quick», predicting a tem-
porary nature in the work of the
commission «for weeks».

In this way, both representati-
ves made it clear that the first mee-
ting between the three parties had
served to present the current con-
text and the different points of vi-
ew on the issue of compensation,
and from there to start an analysis
and find acommon conclusion and
a motion for a resolution that all
parties will have to accept. «It sim-
ply came to our notice then. Now
we are waiting for the progress of
the commission to find a way out
that can be shared by all «, remar-
ked Dalleres, while Gabriel shared
that» once everything has been put
on the table, each party has towork
on its exhibition and then putit to-
gether to find the best solution”.

It should be noted that the com-
panies have delegated their repre-
sentation to the working table to
two external professionals. Accor-
ding to the general manager of Au-
tocars Nadal, one of them is an ex-
pertin transport, in particular, «<in
everything that has to do with tic-
ketingy», that is, with tickets. In ad-
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The calculations
made by the companies
and the Executive were
very distant, in the order
of «the half» of each other

»» Archive image of an L1 bus running on Esteve Albert Avenue in Escaldes-Engordany.

dition, they havealsoarranged fora
lawyer to «keep a close eye on what
is going on and get everything rig-
ht.» And Coopalsa has also chosen
two professionals in these mat-
ters as representatives. «<We did not
want to be linked directly because,
during the day-to-day, the points of
view are different. So it’s better to
have experts in the field, «said Ga-
briel.

For its part, the Government
explained in a press release a few
days ago that the aim of the wor-
king committee was to “set the cri-
teria for the methodology for cal-
culating compensation to alleviate
the decline in income for the com-
panies derived from the applicati-

on ofthe new prices “and defended
that the new tariffs responded to
the will to» give a new impetus to
the promotion of the use of public
transport in our country «. In fact,
this commission was set up after
the calculations made by the con-
cessionaire companies of the na-
tional transport lines on the one
hand and the Executive on the ot-
her hand were clearly distant. Ac-
cording to Dalleres last December,
the balance proposal for the subs-
cription made by the Government
at the time was «below half» of its
calculation.

But beyond this current task
with the 30-euros season tickets,
the companies are hopeful that th-

Bartumeu Gabiriel
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«Theaimistolayaclear
foundation so that,
whatever the government
does, the compensation
can be calculated quickly
and efficiently»

Gabriel Dalleres
COOPALSA MANAGER

«[t has been afirst
meeting to renew
contact. The
commission must
find a way out that
can be shared by all»

rough this commission a basis of
economic balance can be specified
for transport companies for possi-
ble new changes in fares while du-
ration of the concession. «<The main
goal is to lay a clear foundation so
that, whatever the government do-
es, the compensation can be calcu-
lated quickly and efficiently, wit-
houtdelaying the return of the mo-
ney to make the balance,» he said.
Gabriel, who explained that “we
imagine thatthe Executive establis-
hesthatfrom nextyear, the buswill
be free. Who pays for this? Well, the
thingwould be to establish this pro-
cedure, how to replace these cases.
In this sense, the manager of Coo-
palsa reported that «possibly, new
problems will appear, but it will be
up to the Government to determi-
ne how to resolve any discrepanci-
es that may arise». =
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