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«Andorra cannot
avoid the climate
impact if the
major emitters do |
not do their part»
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The United Nations has recog-
nized Andorra as the first co-
untry to present a climate
transparency report. This mi-
lestone places the Principality
as a benchmark in sustainabi-
lity, but it also raises questions
about the viability of maintai-
ning this leadership over time.
We speak with David Forné,
Secretary of State for Energy
Transition, Transport and Mo-
bility, who represented Andor-
raatCOP29,oneof the mostim-
portant international forums
on climate change, to analyze
this success and the challenges
that accompany it.

—Receiving this recognitionis a
success, but how can you ensu-
re that this leadership translates
into real results?

—Itis asource of pride and a re-
flection of the good work done.
This biennial transparency re-
port allows us to communica-
te to the United Nations how
we are progressingin ourinter-
mediate greenhouse gas reduc-
tion targets, aligned with the
decarbonization objective for
2050. Andorra demonstrates
that the actions taken to redu-
ce emissions can be measured
and compensated effectively.

—The goal of reaching carbon
neutrality by 2050 is ambitious.
How do you address the limita-
tions of a small country like An-
dorra in this context?

—The main goal is to achieve car-
bon neutrality by 2050, and the
report details how we will achie-
ve it. We focus on national poli-
cies, since 95% of emissions co-
me from the energy and trans-
port sectors. Programs such as
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Secretary of State David Forné during his participation in COP29.
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“We have had the
review of UN experts
because we still have
room to improve the
reports”

Engega, Renova or carbon cre-
dits reflect concrete actions in
the fight against climate chan-
ge.The report, which we update
every two years, includes natio-
nal emissions inventories, miti-
gation actions, adaptation mea-
sures and an overview of the co-
untry’s situation.

—Collecting data for a report li-
ke this is a complex task.

—It has been a challenge, but
being the first country to pre-
sent the report has allowed
us to learn a lot. We have had
the review of experts from the
United Nations, which has en-
riched the quality of our work.
In addition, this experience has
also helped the United Nations
to assess the reports of other
countries. We could say that it
has been a win-win.

—Andorra can be a model of
transparency, but to what ex-
tent do you believe this exam-
ple can influence the major glo-
bal emitters?

—We want to be the ultimate
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example of transparency and
commitment. When we attend
international forums, we want
to show that Andorra does the
work and that we are in a posi-
tion to demand the same from
others. Especially to the large
emitters, since thefightagainst
climate change requires a glo-
bal effort. If they do not take ac-
tion, small countries like ours
will continue to suffer climate
impacts more abruptly.

—Mountain territories like An-
dorra have a specific vulnerabi-
lity to climate change. What are
you doing to mitigate these ef-
fects?

—Without a doubt, the effects
of climate change are especia-
lly noticeable in territories li-
ke ours. Abruptchangesin tem-
perature are more intense, and
this is accentuated in moun-
tain climates. For example, last
year we recorded six days of tro-
pical temperaturesin Andorra,
an unheard-of phenomenon in
the 20th century. These situati-
ons are increasingly frequent
and haveadirectimpactonour
biodiversity and the daily lives
of citizens.

—We have talked a lot about
the objectives, but what speci-
fic advances have been imple-
mented so far to reduce green-
house gas emissions?

—We have developed several
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Recognition by the UN in Andorra for being the first country to present the climate

transparency report.

programswith tangible results.
The Renova program encoura-
ges the renovation of buildings
to improve their energy effi-
ciency, while the Engega pro-
gram grants for the purchase of
electric vehicles, accelerating
the transition to cleaner mo-
bility. Regarding public trans-
port, it has improved a lot and
we are moving towards its elec-
trification and segregation.

—Within the framework of the

Paris Agreement, Andorra has
committed to a 45% reduction
in emissions compared to 2005.
Is this sufficient or will we need
to strengthen this objective?

—We committed to reducing
emissions by 45% compared to
2005 levels, but we are consi-
dering increasing this percen-
tage. This decision will be an-
nounced between the end of
this year and the beginning of
next year. It is a crucial inter-
mediate step towards carbon
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“Reducing emissions
by only 45% compared
to 2005 will not be
enough to combat
climate change”

“Transport and energy
continue to be the
main ones responsible
for 95% of our total
emissions”

neutrality by 2050, which re-
mains our main objective.

—What measures are needed to
consolidate these advances in
the future?

—We will continue to work on
the established strategic lines.
This includes reducing depen-
dence on fossil fuels, increa-
sing domestic electricity pro-
duction and facilitating the
private sector’s commitment
to renewable energy. In trans-
port, we are working on a mo-
re competitive, modern and
electrified public system, with
plans to improve connectivity,
include bicycles and to inform
the population about sustaina-
ble mobility. @
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